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The Burden of Southern Literature:
Can Florida Bear It?
2007 Jillian Prescott Memorial Lecture
By Ron Cooper

H

istorians bristle when asked, "So how do you characterize
the South? What makes something Southern? And
please, be brief." Most respond that the region is much
too complex for a simple answer. After all, this is the land of
Thomas Jefferson and John C. Calhoun; Dizzy Gillespie and
Britney Spears;Jasper Johns and Junior Samples. To make matters
worse, we rarely agree on geographical membership. Is Texas the
South? Missouri? Maryland? And, of course, what about Florida?
If a culture is unified largely by the stories it tells about itself, even
when those stories have little resemblance to historical fact, then
one important way of characterizing the South is by examining the
common themes of its representative literary figures.
When asked why the South had produced so many gifted writers in the 20th century, novelist Walker Percy famously replied,
"Because we lost the War."l Of course Percy's comment is an oversimplification, and I suspect he eagerly waited for some brighteyed interviewer to pose the questions so that he could furrow his
massive brow and deliver the line with exactly the right gentrified
tone. But Percy was correct in pointing to the terrible shadow of
an inescapable past that darkens the pages of our best authors.
Ron Cooper is an Associate Professor of Philosophy in the Humanities Department, Central Florida Community College.
1. Jay Tolson, Pilgrim in the Ruins: A Life of Walker Percy (Chapel Hill: University
of North Carolina Press, 1994), 298.
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History has been more important in the work of southern writers
than that of writers from any other part of the country. From the
Agrarians and the monumental Faulkner of the '30s, through
O'Connor, McCullers, and Percy of later decades, to contemporary novelists like Barry Hannah, the pervading theses of defeat,
guilt, distrust of progress, and the desperate search for redemption
connect their work in what I shall call the Lost History tradition.
This tradition relies heavily upon the Antebellum Myth-not the
naive, Old Folks at Home myth in which all white people in the
antebellum South were prosperous and good and slaves were welltreated and generally happy, but the notion that the Old South was
where America's promise of a new Eden was most likely to reach
fulfillment, a place and time where meaningful connection to the
land, to others, and to God was possible, unlike the post-Civil War
era, an epoch of rootlessness, alienation, and loss of identity.
Florida's relation to this tradition is curious. Today I'm in a
room of Florida historians who have, countless times, had to deal
with the tired old question, "Is Florida part of the South?" While
the most common response is to duck and run, the correct answer,
we all know, is, "Well, yeah, sort of." Florida's position of being in
the South and, partly, of the South provides its writers a distinctive
perspective upon the Lost History tradition. I shall trace this tradition through the works of some the South's most influential poets
and novelists and discuss the rejoinders of a few Florida writers.
At Vanderbilt University in the 1920s a group of writers under
the leadership of John Crowe Ransom were known as the Fugitive
poets. Most of them plus a few other writers contributed to the
book I'll Take My Stand (1930) and became known as the
Agrarians. This small group of southerners may have had more
influence on American thought than any other group of southerners-with the possible exception of Lynyrd Skynyrd. Their mythic
manifesto went like this: The South was once based on an order
defined by honor, but it forfeited its right to this order by abusing
fellow human beings, so the avenging angel came in the form of
the Civil War. Once noble men then gave in to ignoble industry
and became avaricious technocrats who forgot their honor and
integrity, making the region a wasteland nearly incapable of
redemption.
The poet Donald Davidson was a central figure in that group.
His work is largely forgotten today, perhaps because readers
squirm when faced with his unabashed segregationist stance and
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refusal to repent for the sins of the fathers in essays such as the collection Still Rebels, Still Yankees (1957). His elitist version of history
as belonging to those of quality breeding is evident in his bestknown poem, "Lee in the Mountains," in which years after the war,
Robert E. Lee reflects:
Was it for this
That on an April day we stacked our arms
Obedient to a soldier's trust? To lie
Ground by the heels of little men,
Forever maimed; defeated, lost, impugned?

...
And in His might He waits,
Brooding with the certitude of time,
To bring forth this lost forsaken valor
And the fierce faith undying
And the love quenchless

...
To fruit upon the mountains whither we flee
Never forsaking, never denying
His children and His children's children forever
Unto all generations of the faithful heart.2
Not southerners in general, but aristocratic southerners are
God's chosen people; however, the divine promise was not kept.
For Davidson, things just kept getting worse, for few of us today are
worthy of that quenchless love.
Better remembered is Allen Tate, whose first book, like that of
others of this bunch, was historical, in this case a biography of
Stonewall Jackson; he also wrote books on Jefferson Davis and
Robert E. Lee. Tate was more realistic than Davidson, yet he also
believed that a certain honor was lost with the Civil War that is difficult now to recover. His only novel, The Fathers, suggests that the
decay of integrity was brought on largely by government-instituted
desensitization that hinders redemption, community and individual. We must find some way to salvage something from the old
chivalric order without sacrificing our ability to progress. That
time of nobility and promise now lost to us is reflected in his poem
"Aeneas at Washington." Tate projects the story of the Trojan
2.

Donald Davidson, http://www.civilwarpoetry.org/confederate
(accessed 2 May 2007).
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migration with Aeneas's sailing to America where he founds
Washington and a semi-feudal South that, like Troy, was a civilization "Run by the few [that] fell to the many." The poem ends as
Aeneas gazes at the Capitol dome and says, "I thought of Troy,
what we had built her for."3
Tate said his poetry dealt with the torture of unbelief, the loss
of conviction that characterized our ancestors. He expressed this
notion in his poem "Ode to the Confederate Dead" in which the
persona, a victim of an age of solipsism, considers a graveyard of
Confederate soldiers and desperately tries to connect with them.
In their time the dead men could feel and thereby have convictions and in turn act passionately upon them, unlike the modern,
moderate man who finds that "between the ends of distraction/
Waits mute ~peculation'~~
and, as the introduction to I'll Take My
Stand says, "has lost his sense of vocation [and] has to pay the
penalty in.. .aimles~ness."~
A more hopeful use of the past comes from Robert Penn
Warren, whose first book, like Tate's, was a biography, this one on
abolitionist John Brown. He also wrote several other historical
studies. No southern writer has better placed the South into the
context of a nation that had to come to terms with its unfulfilled
promise. Warren wrote that
In a deep sense, the mission of America has been to make
all things new. This continent was a new Eden in which
man would miraculously assume his prelapsarian condition, and the movement westward was a perpetual baptism
into a new innocence-or at least a movement into a territory where the sheriff couldn't serve his ~ a r r a n t . ~
On a panel that included Ralph Ellison and William Styron
and assembled by C. Vann Woodward on "The Uses of History in
Fiction" at a 1968 conference of the Southern Historical
Association, Warren said that the difference between the historian
and the novelist is not objectivity versus imagination, but that
3.

4.
5.

6.

Allen Tate, Collected Poems 1919-1976 (New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux,
1977), 69.
Ibid, 20.
Twelve Southern Writers, I'll Take M y Stand: The South and the Agrarian
Tradition (New York: Harper Torchbooks, 1962), xxiv.
Robert Penn Warren, "The Use of the Past" in N m and Selected Essays (New
York: Random House, 1989), 32.
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"Historians are concerned with the truth about, with knowledge
abou6 the fiction writer with knowledge 05"'
These statements are central to Warren's book-length poem
Brother to Dragons. In the foreword, Warren wrote: "If poetry is the
little myth we make, history is the big myth we live, and in our living constantly remake."8 The poem concerns Thomas Jefferson,
Meriwether Lewis, and Warren himself and explores the failure of
Jeffersonian optimism. Jefferson says that in creating a new country he and other founders "spoke/ Of a time to come/ If we might
take man's hand, strike shackle, lead him forth/ From his own
nightmare-then his natural innocence/ Would dance like sunlight over the delighted land~cape."~
Jefferson recognizes that his
Enlightenment enterprise did not take seriously enough human
corruptibility and did not acknowledge the potentiality of enormous evil. Accepting this is his inward journey, paralleled by
Lewis's geographical journey through the Promised Land of a
nation unprepared for its errors.
Warren said that his poetry was about how children must
accept the failures of their parents, which gives them integrity and
some hope. He interrupts the poem several times as the historiannarrator to remind us that this is a fictional account of Lewis and
Jefferson, but that this is how we unify the past and present:
The failures of our fathers are failures we shall make,
Their triumphs the triumphs we shall never have.
But remembering even their Mures, we are compelled to p&e,
And for their virtues hate them while we praise.1°
Warren believed that through painful reflection, we could
have a similar self-knowledge,but that this relies upon memory. In
his poem "History," he warns of a people who take a land and hope
that their children will fare better, although they worry that "Our
sons shall cultivate/ Peculiar crimes,/ Having not love, nor hate,/
Nor memory."11
7.

Robert Penn Warren, in Maryemma Graham and Arnri,jat Singh, eds.,
Conversations with Ralph Ellison (Jackson: University Press of Mississippi, 1995),
143.
8. Robert Penn Warren, Brother to Dragons: A Tale in Verse and Voices (New York:
Random House, 1963), xii.
9. Ibid, 41.
10. Ibid, 28.
11. Robert Penn Warren, The Collected Poems of Robd Penn Warren (Baton Rouge:
Louisiana State University Press, 1998), 44.
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Warren's best known work is All the King's Men, considered by
many the best American novel of the second half of the twentieth
century. Readers recognize that on one level it is a modern-day
tragedy in Aristotle's definition as a catharsis for pity and fear as
they watch the fall of Willie Stark and understand Warren's lesson
that purely political solutions to our ills are never enough. But at
another more important level, it is the story of Jack Burden,
whose name reflects the great weight of the past that he slowly
accepts as his own.
Burden is assigned to dig up dirt on anyone Stark sees as an
obstacle to his design. Stark tells Burden, "Man is conceived in sin
and born of corruption and he passeth from the stink of the didie
to the stench of the shroud."12 Stark's oracular statement of
Warren's version of original sin is a theme to which Warren returns
time and again. For example in his poem "Original Sin: A Short
Story," original sin tirelessly follows the protagonist across the country and "acts like the old hound that used to snuMe at your door
and moan/. ..Oh, nothing is lost! At last you under~tood."'~
Burden comes to expand this notion of original sin from
skeletons in an individual's closet to one of inheritance. An
entire chapter of All the King's Men is devoted to Burden's story of
his incomplete doctoral dissertation. He recounts his study of
the letters of Cass Mastern, a Confederate soldier and distant relative, with the aim of writing Mastern's biography. For reasons
he could not articulate at the time, Burden could not finish the
project. He found that Mastern would not move beyond an indiscretion of his youth, and somehow this haunted Burden. By the
end of the novel, he is able to understand what he only dimly saw
before, that is, the source of his pity and fear in the Mastern
story. He explains to another character that "if you could not
accept the past and its burden there was not future."14 The burden of history, for Jack Burden, is that "each of us is the son of a
million fathers."15 In the last line of the novel, he resolves to "go
into the convulsion of the world, out of history into history and
the awful responsibility of Time."16

Robert Penn Warren, All the King's Men (New York: Bantam Books, 1980), 49.
Warren, Collected Poems, 69.
Warren, All the King's Men, 435.
Ibid, 436.
16. Ibid, 438.

12.
13.
14.
15.
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In the poem "Audubon: A Vision," we learn that "to walk in the
worldv1' is to accept our connection to the evil perpetuated by
those million fathers. The story of Audubon's destruction of beauty to create beauty becomes our story as well, and at the close of the
poem, Audubon asks the reader to tell him a story:
In this century, and moment, of mania,
Tell me a story.
Make it a story of great distances, and starlight.
The name of the story will be Time,
But you must not pronounce its name.
Tell me a story of deep delight.18
The Lost History Myth was defined largely, of course, by the
looming and luminous figure of William Faulkner. In novel after
beautiful novel, Faulkner asks, what has happened to the South?
Often, like Davidson, Faulkner yearns for the days of honor. Some
of his treatments of the Old South, like you find in The Unvanquished,
read like nostalgic fairy tales of the good old days when men were
proud and strong and women even prouder and stronger and quiet
African Americans the proudest and strongest of all. If it were not for
all the no-account white trash and no-virtue Yankees, things would
still be fine. A more digestible treatment comes from the Sound and
the Fury, believed by half of Faulkner's fans to be his best novel. The
book is as much about the uselessness of the doomed, aristocratic
Compsons's clinging to tradition as it is about the demise of that tradition. Jason Compson abandons tradition altogether and gives in to
avarice. His brother Quentin is doomed for a different reason, not
so much trying to reject or retain the old values but by becoming a
scapegoat who assumes the guilt of his people.
Quentin is the main character in Absalom, Absalom!, the novel
thought his best by the other half of Faulkner's fans. Here the past
and the present are so coextensive that Faulkner believes that
chronology robs history of its meaning (although he acquiesced to
his publisher's insistence to add a timetable as an appendix to console frustrated readers). In this novel transcendent historical patterns give meaning to individual events, but modern humans have
lost the ability to sense those patterns and must rely upon an ersatz
method, that of intellect.
17. Warren, Collected Poems, 263.
18. Ibid, 267.
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An old woman, Miss Rosa, tells Quentin bits and pieces of the
story of Thomas Sutpen, a man with a sketchy past who moved to
Yoknapatawpha County some eighty years before. More comes
from Quentin's father, and Quentin and his college roommate try
to spackle in the many cracks in the crazy story. Quentin thinks
that something like this happened: Sutpen cleared a large piece of
land, built an enormous house, and married Miss Rosa's sister. He
later became an officer in the Civil War. When his son's friend,
who may also be his son, wished to marry Sutpen's daughter, the
son killed the friend. Sutpen is killed by the grandfather of his illegitimate child. Miss Rosa finally convinces Quentin to take her to
the old Sutpen place where they find the defective and dying
residue of the benighted family.
Quentin cannot understand why Miss Rosa insists upon relating these horrid events to him. He speculates that she wants him
to write this down "so that people whom she will never see and
whose names she will never hear and who have never heard her
name nor seen her face will read it and know at last why God let us
lose the War."lg Quentin is also puzzled as to why he is so mesmerized by this story. Its importance, in some ineffable way, is undeniable, but he gets no final word on what it means. Quentin's
grandfather says that it is about the fall of a man not tied to histor y and who believes that his will is enough. Indeed Sutpen dies
from the blow of a scythe, symbolically killed by Time because he
thinks he does not have to be part of it.
Faulkner seems to tell us that because we are no longer able to
sense, to feel those historical patterns, we must do history detective-like, constructing it from manifold voices. Notice that to do so
Quentin has to leave the South (he attends Harvard), where his
Canadian roommate Shreve finds the exercise a fun game about
those wacky southerners. Shreve injects irony as only an outsider
can do, and cajoles Quentin to articulate exactly what Quentin as
a southerner has that Shreve does not:
"It's something my people haven't got.. .We don't live
among defeated grandfathers and freed slaves (or have I
got it backward.. .) and bullets in the dining room table
and such.. .What is it? something you live and breathe like

19. William Faulkner, Absalom, Absalom! (New York: The Modern Library,
1964), 11.
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air? a kind of vacuum filled with wraithlike and
indomitable anger and pride and glory at and in happenings that occurred and ceased fifty years ago?...so that
forevermore as long as your children's children produce
children you wont be anything but a descendant of a long
line of colonels killed in Pickett's charge at Manassas?"
"Gettysburg," Quentin says.20
Faulkner's answer, which he does not say in so many words, is
that Quentin live the presence of the past, and through it has
direct access to a tragic vision of defeat and guilt.
While Shreve is amused, Quentin is tortured by reconstructing
and retelling this story, a torture that his forebears did not know,
that comes only in Tate's modern age of unbelief, in Davidson's
land taken over by little men. Faulkner's world is overrun by those
little men, as seen in his trilogy, The Hamlet, The Town, and The
Mansion in which members of the Snopes family are either buffoons or unprincipled opportunists. Faulkner understood poor
whites, but he was not fond of them. In the story "Spotted Horses,"
the final decay of the South occurs when the land is encroached by
poor whites, a people whose only value is self-interest,who are outsiders in their own land, a people without history.
A distrust of encroachment and progress is also evident in the
work of Thomas Wolfe. In a letter to his mother, he told of his
disgust for
People who shout 'Progress, Progress, Progress9-when
what they mean is more Ford automobiles, more Rotary
clubs.. .I shall try to get into their dusty, little pint-measure
minds that ...a good automobile does not make one then
one whit better,. ..there is beauty in this world.. .even in
this wilderness of ugliness and provincialism.21
In Wolfe's The Web and the Rock, protagonist George Webber
has an image from childhood of a run-down house amid a thicket
of thorns and weeds.
That was the South, not of George Webber's life, nor of the
lives of his contemporaries-that was the South they did
20. Ibid, 361.
21. Thomas Wolfe, The Letters of Thomas Wove to His Mother, C . Hugh Holman and
Sue Fields Ross (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1968), 42.
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not know but that all of them somehow remembered. It
came to them from God knows where.. .in quiet voices on
a Southern porch ...a whistle wailing down the midnight
valleys...the memory of the dark, ruined Helen in their
blood, in something stricken, lost, and far, and long ago.22
The image changes to one in which the overgrown path becomes
a paved road, more houses are built, and George and his contemporaries "heard wheels coming and the world was in, yet they were
not yet wholly of that world."23
Writers of the latter phase of Southern Renaissance tended to
focus more on the possibility of individual than collective redemption. Flannery O'Connor agreed with the previous writers that collective redemption of the region was not possible, but individual
redemption was, if only through excruciating penance. Her work
illustrates the southern paradox of believing in order yet expecting
only instability, of hoping for salvation but settling for the respites
of sex and violence, of hungering for God but suffering malnourishment from sugar-coated evangelism.
Hazel Motes of O'Connor's Wise Blood is imbued with a fanatical sense of guilt and sinfulness by a grandfather who "had Jesus
buried in his head like a stinger."24Motes is so frightened of being
devoured by a "soul-hungry" Redeemer that he sees redemption as
an undeserved punishment, founds his own Church Without
Christ, and preaches that "there was no Fall because there was nothing to fall from and no Redemption because there was no Fall and
no Judgement because there wasn't the first
Passersby do
not respond with shock as he expects but with indifference just as
they do for any other street-corner preacher. They are more
attracted to idols of the secular world: movie theaters with sainted
celebrities and kitchen gadgets hawked from sidewalk alters. Motes
finally gets salvation but only after despair and self-mutilation.
O'Connor's essays and many letters to other fiction writers and
historians bewail a South that had become crowded with perverse
and twisted substitutes for tradition. She wrote:

22. Thomas Wolfe, The Web and the Rock (New York: The Modern Library, 1939),
245-46.
23. Ibid, 246.
24. Flannery O'Connor, Wise Blood, in Three by Flannery O'Connor (New York:
Signet, 1964), 15.
25. Ibid, 16, 60.
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The anguish that most of us have observed for some time
now has been caused not by the fact that the South is
alienated from the rest of the country, but by the fact that
it is not alienated enough, that every day we are getting
more and more like the rest of the country, that we are
being forced out of, not only our many sins, but our few
virtues.26
Other southern writers of these later decades may have tried
to shift attention from defeat in the Civil War and the guilt of slavery, but these concepts reemerge in perhaps more ominous ways
as hopelessness, as the recognition of the loss of something for
which we are somehow responsible. All of Carson McCullers's
work centers upon the modernist theme of inability to communicate and connect. Her characters try, in perverse and hopeless
ways, to love, to reach out to others, to find some sort of fulfillment. The same is true of the lonely souls in Truman Capote's
work as well as the broken-hearted who populate the plays of that
modern-day tragedian, Tennessee Williams.
A novelist who shared the modernist view of alienation, but
who tried to offer a remedy was walker Percy. Percy was deeply
attuned to the historical freight carried by the South. Indeed, his
life-long best friend with whom he exchanged letters for forty years
was Shelby Foote, himself a novelist turned historian who wrote
like a novelist. Percy also devoted years to reading philosophy and
was intrigued by Heidegger's notion of "uncanniness"
(Unheimlichkeit), the feeling of not being at home in the world,
which he found particularly applicable to southerners. Only people once intimately tied to the land could feel its loss so deeply that
they live out their days feeling out of place. In the Moviegoer, Binx
Bolling moves about Tate's slippery and fragmented world, at
times undergoing moments of dread like Quentin Compson, and
trying to connect like McCullers's lonely hunters. His older family members mask their despair in quaint manners, while his contemporaries dull theirs in liquor and sexual affairs. He finds
comfort in the movie theater where films certift. places as stable
and frame celluloid characters of resolution and wholeness. Binx
ultimately achieves meaning through a Kierkegaardian embrace of
26. Flannery O'Connor, "The Fiction Writer and His Country," in The Living
Novel, a Symposium, Granville Hicks, ed. (New York: Macmillan, 1957), 159.
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absurdity through the method of repetition by which he re-appropriates the past, realizing with Jack Burden that "only out of the
past can you make the future."
Contemporary southern writers often make explicit effort to
steer away from the Lost History Myth, yet they still make it part of
their work. They long for historical connection but without the
sentimentality of their literary predecessors. The themes of guilt
and defeat appear but in fresh ways. The Civil War weighs heavily
upon Bobbie Ann Mason's and Ron Rash's characters, often as
counterpoint to other American wars. Unlike Faulkner's mendacious Snopeses, poor people are the salt of the Earth and live complex lives in the novels of Lee Smith and Larry Brown. And while
southern writers have lagged behind the rest of the nation in selfreference, preferring narrative to self-conscious commentary,
southern defeat and guilt are examined through a thick lens of
irony in the stories of Barry Hannah and George Singleton.
What then can we say at this point about the themes of southern literature and their relation to southern history, and where
does Florida fit? In "The Irony of Southern History" (later developed in The Burden of Southa Histo?, 1960), C. Vann Woodward
wrote that the central theme of southern history is burden, of
which he distinguished three forms. First, the burden of the presence of the past, which we have heard expressed loudly by nearly
all the writers above. Second, the burden of having the duty to
apply moral lessons learned from the past, perhaps best represented by Warren. Third, the burden of the errors of our forebears,
which distinguishes southerners from other Americans. The
entire nation partakes in the myth of innocence and conquest,
Woodward says, but the southern myth includes defeat and guilt.
Woodward also wrote of the South's insistence upon redemption
and its all-too-eager adoption of the "Redeemers" who claimed
that economic growth would save the South, but who turned out
to be thieves; poor people (white and black) were betrayed, and
the middle class was only self-interested. This tragic history rests
upon southerners' refusal to admit that "Nothing about its history
is conducive to the theory that the South was the darling of divine
providence."27 That refusal was certainly true of the Agrarians,
27. C. Van Woodward, "The Irony of Southern History," in Southern Renascence:
The Literature of the Modern South, Luis D. Rubin, Jr., and R. D. Jacobs, eds.
(Baltimore:Johns Hopkins Press, 1953), 65.
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and even some recent southern writers have only half-acknowledged it.
Especially revealing is Woodward's observation that "the experience of evil and the experience of tragedy are parts of the
Southern heritage that are as difficult to reconcile with the
American heritage of innocence and social felicity as the experience of poverty and defeat are to reconcile with the legends of
abundance and success."28 While other southern writers have
focused more upon that "heritage of innocence and social felicity,"
Florida writers have dealt more with "the legends of abundance
and success." The Florida literary version of southern guilt and
defeat has less to do with Lost History and more to do with Lost
Promise, less with a lost order and more to do with a lost dream.
Literary visions of Florida extend back to the sixteenth century, but later visions really attracted settlers to this state of dreams,
as chronicled in Anne E. Rowe's exquisite The Idea of Flom'da in the
Literary Imagination. In the late eighteenth century, William
Bartram celebrated an unspoiled wilderness with beautiful night
sounds of alligators "barking" and mosquitoes "singing." Florida
was "a blissful garden," "a blissful, unviolated spot of earth" where
every day brought a "new sense of wonder and delight."29 Fifty
years later Ralph Waldo Emerson also praised the "dulcimer mosquitoes" in this land where oranges grew without attention.30 The
only negative thing he found was that the lovely scenes and climate
made residents l a n g u o r o u ~ . ~ ~
Washington Irving did not visit Florida, but that did not stop
him from writing about the "indolent life" the Seminoles led in
which they needed little shelter or clothing, and did work since
food was abundant. He encouraged white colonists to take this
paradise; otherwise it was simply going to waste.32

28. C. Vann Woodward, The Burden of Southern History, 3rd ed. (Baton Rouge:
Louisiana State University Press, 1993), 21.
29. William Bartram, The Travels of WilliamBartram, in Anne E. Rowe, The Idea of
Florida in the Litmly Imagznation (Gainesville: University Press of Florida,
1992), rprnt of Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1986), 3.
30. Ralph Waldo Emerson, Journals of Ralph Waldo Emerson with Annotations,
Edward Waldo Emerson and Waldo Emerson Forbes, eds., in Rowe, p. 13, and
from James Eliot Cabot, A Memoir of Ralph Waldo Emerson, in Rowe, p. 12.
31. Phillips Russell, Enerson: The Wisest American, in Rowe, 12.
32. Washington Irving, WoIfert's Roost, in Rowe, 16-17'.
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Harriet Beecher Stowe's Florida was a place to rest and dream,
from which she never wised to return north." Her Palmetto Leaves,
sketches of life around Mandarin where she spent a number of
winters, is just as gushing. As Uncle Tom's Cabin got thousands to
rush to the abolitionist cause, Palmetto Leaves convinced many of
the same people to rush to Florida. That she could only heap
praise upon Florida shows that she did not view it as she did the
rest of the South.
Sidney Lanier also found Florida a land of beauty and tranquility. He described the Ocklawaha River as "the sweetest water-lane
in the world.. .a hundred and fifty miles of pure delight.. .for there
is never a speck of dust in it.. .as if God had turned into water and
trees the recollection of some meditative ramble through the lonely seclusions of His own soul."34 Moreover, this paradise promises
rejuvenation: "Consumptives are said to flourish in this climate;
and there are many stories of cadaverous persons coming here and
turning out successful huntsmen and fishermen, of ruddy face and
portentous appetite after a few weeks.""
We could cite other writers who visited an Edenic Florida, but
none of them lived here permanently. The visitors created the
myth; the residents exploded it. Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings truly
loved her Cross Creek home, but she did not romanticize the
scrub. The characters in The Yearling scratch out a sorry life
between droughts and floods, seeking tiny patches of fertile soil in
sandy pinelands. Those characters were based upon the real people who appear in her Cross Creek and who astonished Rawlings
with their ability to stay alive with only a chicken or two, maybe a
hog, maybe a turnip.
Similarly, Zora Neale Hurston's literary world is not a happy
one, despite the good-humored stories in her folklore collections
such as Mules and Men. Even when the African Americans, whose
independence and linguistic creativity Hurston celebrates, laugh
as they tell their tall tales, the subtext is that her people endure the
legacy of slavery, and the smiles produced by the tales provide
momentary comfort against Jim Crow. Another illustration of the
lost promise of Florida is found in Hurston's most famous book:

33. Edward Wagenknect, Harriet Beecher Stowe: The Known and Unknown, in Rowe,
28.
34. Sidney Lanier, Florida: Its S c e n q , Climate, and History, in Rowe, 35.
35. Ibid, 36.
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Their Eyes Were Watching God. The protagonist Janie, whose grandmother (a slave) and mother bore children from rapes, struggles
through and escapes abusive relationships, is nearly washed away
by a monstrous hurricane, has to kill her husband when he tries to
shoot her after contracting rabies from a dog bite, is tried for his
murder but acquitted, and returns to Eatonville only to find that
she is not altogether welcome, only a little more welcome than
Hurston herself in her last decade.
Other Florida writers come closer to the Lost History tradition,
butjust as Florida lies on the edge of the South, they approach the
tradition from the edge. Harry Crews was born in Georgia but has
lived in Florida since childhood. Of all Florida novelists, he is the
most direct inheritor of the classic southern tradition. Crews's fictive world has succumbed to the consumerism and corporate
greed that the Agrarians feared. In The Mulching of Amem'ca the
rapacious corporate head has no problem killing his employees
who come to think that their executions are the just punishments
for bad sales. Like Tate's aimless moderns who flit among distractions, the trailer park retirees of Celebration have given up on any
enjoyment in life, are only mildly amused when a neighbor dies
and must be threatened at gun-point by the young newcomer even
to walk outside. The muscle-bound weightlifters of Body and The
Gypsy's Curse sink into the solipsism that Tate believed inevitable,
spending their days pumping iron, starving themselves, and competing in exploitative tournaments. In each of the books, the characters, like Flannery O'Connor's, long for redemption-an
outcome Crews does not believe possible. Instead, his novels end
in horrifying violence, perverse blood sacrifices that may or may
not cleanse those involved in the ritual.
Crews shares Thomas Wolfe's distrust of progress and shows
how it has turned Florida into either an industrial wasteland or a
cheap recreational park. In Car, in which a man tries to eat a car
one tiny bit at a time while hundreds gawk, Crews writes of "the roiling excremental flow of the SaintJohn's River. Ten feet of gasoline
on top of fifty feet of hit."^^ In Karate is a Thing oftheSpirit, an abandoned decrepit motel is a dojo for a karate commune that spars in

36. Harry Crews, The Mulching of America (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1995);
Cebhation (Simon & Schuster, 1998); Body (Poseidon Press, 1990); The Gypsy's
Curse in Classic Crews: A Hamy Crews Reader (New York: Touchstone, 1993),
332.
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its drained, sun-bleached swimming pool. Beer cans, SpriteB bottles, and car parts line the beach, and the main character complains
that no marital arts concentration can drown out the incessant
noise of cars on Highway 1. He says, "I distrust any place where
every tree's got a light on it and stick propping it up."37
A more playful participation in the southern literary tradition
comes from Padgett Powell. Powell accepts the role of southern
yet outside commentator, a blood family member, yet a third
cousin. Such a perspective gives Powell the Shreve-like ability to
parody what might be too close to other southerners. He says,
I'm Southern, but I am part of the north-Florida thing,
which is not, properly Speaking, the genealogical South.
So when I get around the boys, in their chinos and Wild
Turkey who are part of the South, I'm alienated from
them and looking at them and studying them. ..I'm not
part of that gang, and the way I could become part of that
gang was to haul off and take a shot at them.38
And what a shot he takes. The title character in the surreal Mrs.
Hollingsworth's Men imagines, somehow emerging from her shopping list, that Nathan Bedford Forrest returns from the grave as a
hologram produced by media tycoon Roopit Mogul who searches
for the New Southern Man. The novel is filled with choral characters who at first glance seem cliched tropes-the snuff- and wisdom-spewing old timer in overalls, the laborer talkingjive behind
the boss's back-until Powell turns them inside out and gives them
names like Oswald or Bundy. In Edisto Revisited, which begins with
the narrator saying that he is not Quentin Compson, Powell takes
on no less an icon than Shelby Foote. The narrator says that he
wishes that he were a historian of The South who could speak of
"The Wawer, the W a ~ e r . " ~ ~
What not give for the opportunity to sit before documentary cameras in my cozy, musty Memphis study and relate
lugubrious apocrypha about Rebel Valor, with modest little tears in my wide delta face ..."Custer, a cap'n at the
37'. Harry Crews, Karate is a Thing of the Spirit (New York: Quill, 1983), 194.
38. Padgett Powell, "I am Suspicious of a Soft Body," interview in The Believer,
September 2006, http://www.believermag.com/issues/200609/?read=interview-powell (accessed 4 May 2007).
39. Padgett Powell, Edisto Revisited (New York: Henry Holt & Company, 1996), 6.
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tiyeum," rode out into the Pickaninny River and "sat his
horse and tunned and said, 'This is how deep it is,
Gen'el.'" What not give?40
Powell's treatment of the South is certainly not all parody and
irony, for he bemoans the contemporary inability to take the South
seriously. In the story "Trick or Treat," an earlier version of Mrs.
Hollingsworth tries to get a twelve-year-old boy to think about what
it means to be a southerner. The boy finds her saying, "It loves me,
it loves me not. Ilove it, I love it not."41 She tries to explain.
"The thing about the South is that it's a vale of tears
that were shed a long time ago. It's a vale of d7y tears.. ."
'Yes'm," he said. He thought that this woman was likely too square for him. She had probably not gotten any further in the video age than, say Pac-Man and Donkey Kong.
"Do you understand?" she was saying. "A vale of dry
tears stands in relation to true weeping as dry cleaning
stands to true washing and cleaning."
'Yes'm. I got that."42
Powell applies this view directly to Florida and shares Crews's
disgust for the Lost Promise. In A Woman Named Drown, the narrator's visit to Florida is a trip to the Underworld. He expects to
see endless acres of fruit trees between pristine beaches, but his
guide leads him through "a differnt kind of ~ l o r i d a , a" ~
land
~ of
freak shows and dry-rotted flea markets and dilapidated bars that
open at sunrise and people who seem to have no jobs but eke out
a living in pool halls pulling minor scams on tourists. They
observe migrant workers and visit roadside attractions like
Chico's Monkey Emporium and Floyd's Go-Cart Royale. The
narrator considers his bizarre escapade the chance to study "lateral waste" and "the beauty of failure, the glory of the fancy end
run around imp~rtance."~'
Florida has many other writers who make the Lost Promise,
Woodward's failed legends of abundance and success, part of their
40. Ibid, 5.
41. Padgett Powell, "Trick or Treat," from Aliens of Affection (New York: Henry
Holt & Company, 1999), 3.
42. Ibid, 18.
43. Padgett Powell, A WomanNamed Drown (New York: Farrar, Straus, and Giroux,
1987), 83.
44. Ibid, 144,92.
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work, for whom defeat becomes the industrial defeat of nature and
guilt becomes the guilt of Seminole, French, and Spanish blood,
and the virtual slavery of turpentine camps and sugarcane fields.
Carl Hiaassen's novels, funny as they are, are lessons to all of the
destruction of Florida by big sugar and big real estate, of a dream
turned nightmare by tourism and theme parks. Hispanic writers,
especially Cubans like Jose Yglesias, Roberto FernBndez, Ricardo
Pau-Llosa, and Carolina Hospital find a different kind of promise
in Florida in the context of exile. For them Florida is not paradise,
but it is not exactly purgatory either.
I shall end with Padgett Powell's short piece, "Florida," a piece
that demonstrates how a Florida writer can bear but not be
crushed by the burden of southern literature.
Have: wife, child, house, dog, truck, car, boat, lake lot,
annuities, IRA, shotgun, handgun, stun gun, spear gun.
Don't have: girlfriend, country home, Yazoo, liquor
sideboard, anyone on retainer, condo on beach, friends.
I have no hope of recovering the kind of time and
place that Florida was when a large rattlesnake slipped
under the maid's quarters-a six-by-eight room detached
from the house on Kingsley Lake, its roof, I believe,
already gone, which deterred no one from calling it the
maid's quarters, and inspired no one to remove or protect the maid's meager furnishings-slipped under the
maid's quarters, amid the grown male hollering that
accompanies the movement of all sighted snakes, got
under there and holed up good, which was not too hard,
because the hollering grown men did not go after him
with much more than a rake handle and maybe later,
inspired, a water hose on full blast, idea being that rattlesnake under maid's quarters would prefer having his
head chopped off to getting wet: this kind of time and
place is gone.
For one thing, I am nearly as old as the grown hollering me were then, and I do not holler at rattlesnakes, even
if I could fine one, and I can't. They are extinct.
Maids are out of the question.
The quarters are now in a low ruin of powder-postbeetle-age and funny-looking marks on the ground, as if
something got nuked.
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It is hot enough, generally, to think that something
should get nuked.
The hollering men are dead, some of them, and some
of them have new child brides and drinking problems,
according to their ex-wives, and I have a drinking problem, and the maid's descendants have crack problems, or
no problems except no small desire to annihilate all the
descendants of the hollering men.
All of us have hope of salvation, I think, except those
who actually stuck a rake handle two feet under the skirt
of the maid's quarters, and held it there three seconds,
then ran, wondering why the rattlesnake had not obligingly attached himself to the handle for ease of magical
extraction and his own execution. Some of them are still
wondering.45
45. Padgett Powell, "Florida," from Typical (New York: Henry Holt & Company,
1992), 147-148.
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Camp Roosevelt: A Case Study of the NYA in
Florida
By Dave Nelson

I

n April 1940, Life magazine's cover story on "Government and
Youth" updated an article the magazine had published on the
youth problem in 1936.The cover featured a photograph of Mabel
Sealey, an enrollee at Camp Roosevelt, a National Youth
Administration (NYA) resident project in Ocala, Florida. The accompanying article, presented the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) as
boys' work relief, while the NYA provided relief for girls.' In the gendered language of the narrative and the photographic images, the masculine CCC project accomplished important work such as fire fighting
and tree planting, while teaching its enrollees military discipline and
job skills. The same article presented the NYA as overtly feminine,with
photographs of girls setting tables, playing volleyball, and milling about
camp. The cover, a portrait of a pretty young woman sitting in the
grass, a Valentine pin attached to her sweater, drove home the point
that relief work for girls upheld social values expressed in femininity
and traditional female roles associated with marriage and family.
Li&e9sgendered treatment of relief work, like that of other New
Deal publicity, captured the common attitudes of the public as well

Dave Nelson is a doctoral student in American History at Florida State University
and an archivist at the Florida State Archives in Tallahassee, Florida. He wishes
to thank Dr. Elna Green, Dr. Valerie Conner, and Dr. Connie Lester for their
assistance and encouragement during the preparation of this article.
1. Life, 15 April 1940. Young unmarried women of the 1940s were identified as
"girls" in popular publications such as Life magazine. The term was also used
often by NYA administrators.
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as those of many social workers in regard to male and female work
relief. On one level, the similarities between the programs outweighed the differences and set them apart from other New Deal
efforts. Both programs focused on relief for young Americans and
established age limits for participants, offered educational opportunities and fostered work ethics and idealized American values.
Nevertheless, although the NYA also enrolled males, most
observers characterized the NYA as a feminized work program similar to the WPA's sewing rooms, writing projects, and library work,
and therefore considered its mission less important than other
New Deal projects. Only after the United States entered WWII and
the NYA assumed an important role in various defense projects did
the organization's status move closer to that of the CCC.
An analysis of Camp Roosevelt, the NYA girls' camp featured
so prominently in Life magazine, fills a gap in the historical literature by focusing on the interaction between Florida officials
charged with implementing the relief and federal program directors, and raises new questions about the gendered nature of New
Deal relief efforts. Paradoxically the gendered nature of the NYA
marginalized the program and allowed supervisors more freedom
to meet its goals and produce positive results than was the case for
popular programs, such as the CCC and Works Projects
Administration (WPA). As a result, the NYA achieved tangible and
productive benefits for some of Florida's poorest young women.
In the spring of 1933, as the Roosevelt administration assumed
power, many within the nation's educational, social and political
circles expressed their concerns about the effect of the Great
Depression on American youth. Taking their cues from events in
Europe, New Deal reformers recognized that lack of jobs and
declining hopes for the future fueled dissent and aided the rise of
communism and fascism. Fear of similar revolutionary activities
closer to home led to the conviction that youth relief was a necessary component of national efforts. As President Franklin
Roosevelt's "Brains Trust" developed regulatory laws and relief
programs, many within the administration simultaneously pushed
for action for the country's youth, defined as those between
sixteen and twenty-five years of age.2 One-third of the nation's
2.

Richard Reiman, The New Deal and American Youth: Ideas and Ideals in a
Depression Decade (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1992), 18; Lindley,
Betty and Ernest K. Lindley. A N m Dealfor Youth: The S t q of the National Youth
Administration (New York: Da Capo Press, 1972,1938), 8.
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unemployed fell within that age group and each year, 2.25 million
students dropped out of school in search of work.3 Charles
Taussig, American Molasses Company president and 'brains trust'
member warned of the possibility of America's youth fostering
undemocratic opinions, as the German and Italian youth were
doing.4 Massachusetts's Senator David Walsh stressed the need for
a youth relief program so that young people do not "become
demoralized and disheartened, and thus constitute a dangerous
addition to discontented and radical minded element^."^ In 1934,
one social worker wrote Roosevelt's chief relief administrator
Harry Hopkins: "The young are rotting without jobs and there are
no jobs."6 Even the President's wife, Eleanor Roosevelt, used her
newspaper column "My Day" to champion youth relief, arguing
that "an embittered, unfulfilled and disappointed youth will be
more dangerous to our future happiness than any loss in material
possessions."7
Roosevelt needed little convincing. His concerns for youth
welfare dated back to his New York gubernatorial years, and to his
visits to Warm Springs, Georgia, for polio therapy during the
1920s. He always felt that the nation's youth were "special charges"
of the federal government, although he often differed with members of his administration on how to help them. In 1933, Roosevelt
personally drew up plans for the Civilian Conservation Corps
(CCC), a work relief program designed to restore America's
forests while putting young men (ages 18-25) to work.
The program was based upon Harvard philosopher William
James's writings on the "moral equivalent of war,'' which in part
argued that youth needed physical health, hard work, and good
food to develop into productive, well-behaved citizens. Young

3.

Susan Ware, Holding Their Own: American Women in the 1930s (Boston: Twayne,
1982), 56; Lindley and Lindley, A New Dealfor Youth, 7 , 8. The terms "teens"
and "teenagers"were not used in the 1930s.
4. Reiman, The New Deal and Ama'can Youth, 32; Kenneth S. Davis, IBR: The New
Ymk Years, 1928-1933 (New York: Random House, 2000, 1994), 361.
5. George Rawick, "The New Deal and Youth: the Civilian Conservation Corps,
the National Youth Administration, and the American Youth Congress" (PhD.
Dissertation: University of Wisconsin, 1957), 178.
6. Jack Baker to Hopkins, 2 December 1934, quoted in William Leuchtenberg,
Franklin D. Roosmelt and the New Deal, 1933-1940 (New York: Harper & Row,
1963), 129.
7. T. H, Watkins, The Hungry Years: A Nawative of the Great Dqtwession in America
(New York: Henry Holt & Co., 1999), 26.
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adults' energies and emotions should be channeled into socially
positive good-works projects, such as planting trees and large-scale
public worksagJames's ideas supported the work of psychologist
Stanley Hall on adolescence, which likewise argued for physical
outlets for healthy citizen development, and cautioned against
allowing young adults to mature too quickly.g Several youth-oriented programs in the 1900s, including the Young Men's Christian
Association (YMCA) and the Boy Scouts, used his ideas as their
founding principles.
By the 1930s Roosevelt and his advisors believed that education had failed, but they differed in the solutions they offered to
address the problem. The President thought that student decisions to drop out of school often represented a rational reaction to
an education system that remained uncommitted to their needs in
the real world.1° He argued that his CCC program offered an
alternative to traditional schools. In addition to completing conservation projects, the enrollees took classes in the evenings, and
participated in hands-on job training.
Meanwhile others around FDR, such as Eleanor Roosevelt,
Harry Hopkins, and Aubrey Williams, pressed for fundamental
reforms to attack the problems that caused so many youth to leave
school. Like the president, they believed educators had failed in
their job to prepare students for modern life. As a result, too many
youth dropped out of school and entering the adult job market,
where they competed with older workers struggling to support
families. This group of reformers wanted to democratize education to serve "a wider spectrum of the nation's youth."11 In the
new educational system, students still in school would be encouraged to remain there, and youths who had quit for employmenteither to assist in the support of their family, or merely out of
frustration--could be coached to return. Job training, which was
fundamental to their program, would offer immediate real-world
benefits to those students not on a college track.'* Federal intervention into education would "shock an American education
For more on William James, and his influence on FDR, see John Salmond's
The Civilian Conservation Corps, 1933-1942; A N m Deal Case Study (Durham:
Duke University Press, 1967); Reiman, N m Deal and American Youth, 33.
9. Reiman, Neu Deal and Ama'can Youth, 1415.
10. Ibid, 45.
11. Ibid, 4.
12. Ibid.
8.
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system" into changes and transform the government pedagogical
role from a mere "financier of the schools to a schoolhouse in and
of it~elf."'~However, the first steps of the ambitious reform agenda were more conservative and focused on maintaining those students currently enrolled in school.
In fall 1933, the Federal Emergency Relief Administration
(FERA), an early federal relief agency directed by Hopkins, set up
a trial program at the University of Minnesota to allow students to
work part time in exchange for school aid.14 The following year,
the program expanded to all public colleges.15 By the end of the
1934/1935 school year, over 100,000 students had received aid
who otherwise would have dropped out of college.16 In November
1934, when Hopkins began looking for ideas for a youth relief
agency, he turned to his assistant, Aubrey Williams.
Williams had had more experience with youth than with other
relief measures and proved to be an excellent choice for the program. Raised in Etowah, Alabama, Williams spent much of his
career toiling in social work and education. In 1933, he worked
for Hopkins in the CWA. By spring 1934, he had switched to the
FERA as the Southwest regional director. Williams recognized the
impact adverse impact federal programs had on youth employment: the Agricultural Adjustment Administration (AAA)
decreased the South's reiiance on sharecropping, the NRA enacted strict child labor regulations, and the Public Works
Administration (PWA) barred youth from its large-scale public
works projects. Consequently, he argued the Federal government
owed something to needy youth.17
The resulting program, based on plans drawn up by Aubrey
Williams and Secretary of Labor Frances Perkins, was the National
Youth Administration (NYA), created by Executive Order # 7086
on 26 June 1935.18 FDR placed the NYA within the newly created
Works Projects Administration (WPA) to avoid the need for congressional approval.lg The order gave the NYA an initial budget of
13. Reiman, 49.
14. Lindley and Lindley, A New Deal For Youth, 10-11; John Salmond, Southern
Rebel: The Life and Times of Auhq Willis Williams, 1890-1965 (Chapel Hill,
1983), 74; Rawick, "The New Deal and Youth,"172.
15. Rawick, "The New Deal and Youth,"172;Salmond, Southern Rebel, 74.
16. Rawick, "The New Deal and Youth," 1'73.
17. Salmond, S o u t h a Rebel, 41; Reiman, New Deal and Amaican Youth, 80.
18. T.H. Watkins, The Hungry Years (New York, 1999), 269.
19. Rawick, "NewDeal and Youth,"178, 184.
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$50 million and named Williams as its d i r e ~ t o r . ~Roosevelt's
'
statement issued with the order provided justification: "We can ill
afford to lose the skills and energy of the young men and women.
They must have their chance in school, their turn as apprentice,
and their opportunity for jobs - and a chance to work and learn
for themselve~."~~
The decentralized NYA allowed each state and local community
to establish its own advisory board to guide NYA activities. As one historian expressed it, the NYA laid "down the broadest policy line."22
There were several explanations for the relaxed organization. The
MIA's relatively small budget would not support large hierarchical
administration. Moreover, the very fears that led to its creation mitigated against a more structured program. No one wanted to foster
the perception that the NYA was the start of a "Roosevelt Youth," or
some sort of Democratic political machine.23As Williams took pains
to explain, "It is not designed to be or become a youth movement in
any sense of the word. It is not desired that you do things that separate young people from their normal, natural connections: their
homes, their families."24 In addition to relief and education, citizenship training and patriotism were promoted as part of the NYA agenda to keep radical ideas away from youth.
With a small budget and short turn-around time, Williams
cared little for complex, ideological curricula. During its first year,
the NYA operated as little more than a relief program, with few differences from WPA projects.25 In the second year, the NYA
received a huge budget boost-just over 42%-and Williams and
his staff set about expanding the program. 26
The NYA supported two major programs: high school/college
student-aid and work relief projects coupled with job training. In
1935 alone, the NYA invested over $3 million nationwide to keep
215,000 high school students in school.27 Each student received
$6 a month in exchange for working a few hours a week, usually at
a local government agency or library. By 1937, the number served
Watkins, The Hungy Years, 269; Saimond, Southern Rebel, 84-85.
Watkins, The Hungry Years, 269.
Rawick, "The New Deal and Youth," 197.
Reiman, N m Deal and Ama'can Youth, 97.
Quoted in Rawick, 195.
Salmond, Southern Rebel, 128-130.
Reiman, Nau Deal and America Youth, 139-140.
Rawick, "The New Deal and Youth," 206.
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by the program had risen to 410,000 students.28 College students
received a little more, between $15 and $30, depending upon
needs and available funds. For those not in school, didactic work
projects were undertaken, including constructing public parks and
community centers, restocking fish hatcheries, working in government offices and libraries, assisting nurses in hospitals, and providing farm labor. Unlike other relief programs (e.g. CCC, WPA, and
PWA), the NYA projects were tailored to the enrollee, with the
educational benefits outweighing the end product.
In Florida, as in many states, the NYA program was slow to
materialize. In large part, this was due to organization problems
within the national office. As Williams once admitted, the NYA in
1935 "got off to a very halting, hesitant start."29 Williams was not
able to meet with state directors until 20 August 1935, and even
then the meeting was "little more than a pep talk."30 By October,
there was still no clear work program for the agency. Further
aggravating matters, Williams continued to work for the WPA for
the first two years of the NYA. His assistant, Richard Brown, was the
de facto NYA director until well into 1938.31 In late 1935, Williams
conceded that he had only been able to give "at least one quarter
of an hour a day to the NYA for the last month."32 In the meantime, Florida took advantage of the lag time to set up its state office
in ~acksonville.~~
The first order of business was the selection of a state administrator. Because the NYA was a decentralized program, the appointment of a well-prepared director was vital. Governor Dave Sholtz of
Daytona recommended his hometown friend Albert Boland for
the job. A local businessman, Boland was involved with the local
Boy Scouts and Red Cross.34 As Sholtz wrote, "he inspires confidence in the boys, and has been an outstanding boys work leader,

28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.

34.

Ibid.
Salmond, Southern Rebel, 121.
Ibid.
Salmond, S o u t h Rebel, 125, 136-140.
Ibid, 124.
Florida's New Deal programs were headquartered in Jacksonville after Harry
Hopkins-fearing corruption by Governor Dave Sholtz and his administration- moved all federal offices out of the state capital in 1934.
Albert Boland to Dave Sholtz, 29 June 1935, folder: 'Youth Administration,"
Box 121, Dave Sholtz Papers, Florida State Archives (FSA), Tallahassee,
Florida.
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and has a lovely family."35 Senator Park Trammel also recommended him.36 Although Boland received an interview, Williams
did not approve his ~election.~'Unlike other New Deal programs
in Florida, the NYA sought people who were trained in social and
education work, not simply political and business administrators.
The Florida program operated under a succession of directors. William's' first choice for the position was University of
Florida (UF) president John Tigert, who refused the job on several o c c a ~ i o n s .Finally,
~~
after much haggling, Tigert and Williams
settled upon UF's Dean of Students, R.C. Beatty. Familiar with student needs and large organizations, Beatty served as director during the agency's the first few months of operation to set up the
main office and get projects underway. Although UF remained
intertwined with the NYA throughout its history, Beatty soon
stepped down from his post. Joe Youngblood of West Palm Beach
came in as his replacement. A graduate of Vanderbilt University
with a master's degree in education and the former superintendent of schools for Palm Beach County, Youngblood remained
Florida's NYA director until his death in 1940.~'Next in the position was Charles Lavin, a veteran Florida NYA manager and former
high school teacher, followed in 1942 by former national NYANavy liaison officer and Florida resident David B. right."
With a director in place, the state organization took shape. As
one regional NYA official explained, Florida's NYA program
35. Dave Sholtz to Aubrey Williams, 25 July 1935, folder: 'Youth Administration,"
Box 121, Sholtz Papers, FSA.
36. Albert Boland to Sholtz, 24 July 1935, folder: "Youth Administration," Box
121, Sholtz Papers, FSA.
37. Albert Boland to Sholtz, 2 August 1935, folder: 'Youth Administration," Box
121, Sholtz Papers, FSA.
38. Examples can be found in President John Tigert's correspondence files,
Series 7a, at the University of Florida Archives in the P.K. Yonge Library,
including Williams to Tigert 17 July 1935; Tigert to Williams 30 July 1935;
Tigert to Williams 1 August 1935.
39. Homer E. Moyer, Who's Who and What to See and Do i n FZorida (St, Petersburg,
Fla., 1935), 228; National Youth Administration, The NYA i n Florida, June 1935July 1943 (Washington, DC: GPO, 1943), 15.
40. Lavin left to enter the US Navy in 1942. Mary Hays to Charles Lavin, 7 May
1942, folder: "Florida," Box 3, Records of the National Youth Administration
(RG 119), Records of the Division of Work Projects (E 235), National
Archives, College Park, Md (NA-CP); D.B. Wright to Lavin, 12 March 1942,
folder: "Assignment of Navy Personnel to NYA resident centers," Box 2, RG
119, Regional Director's Correspondence and Data Files, 1940-1942 (E 337),
National Archives, Atlanta, GA (NA-GA); NYA in FZorida, 1935-1943, 15.
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"consists of four District Supervisors who are directly responsible
to the state administrator. Under the District Supervisors are the
Area Supervisors who are advised in their work by a local advisory
committee. Under the Area supervisors come the project superranged from schoolbook repair work in
v i s o r ~ . " ~Projects
~
Jacksonville to a school lunch program at Sarasota's African
American high
Male enrollees constructed numerous
rural schools, community centers, and playgrounds, while females
sewed garments for various charity organizations, repaired library
books, and assisted with clerical work in state and local offices.43
In its first three years of operation, Florida spent $1,965,254 on
NYA programs and projects.44At the University of Florida alone,
the IWA expenditures on college student aid amounted to
$315,386.45 Despite its halting start, the Florida program operated efficiently and one NYA inspector reported in 1940, "I am of
the opinion that this administrative set-up in the State of Florida
is functioning very smoothly."46
The popular NYA enjoyed a good reputation not only in
Florida, but also across the nation. When FDR dispatched an investigator to observe how the NYA was faring in its first year, his report
to the president stated that the relief agency "was the best run outfit he knew of and the cheapest."47 From Roosevelt's perspective
the NYA served his administration well. Its program pleased his
supporters on the left, and though not as prominent as other New
Deal agencies, the NYA avoided charges of being too welfare-oriented by the nation's more conservative circles. Even in the early
1940s, as other New Deal programs saw their budgets slashed, congress raised the NYA's budget an astounding 42 percent.
Nevertheless, the NYA remained on the margins of the New
Deal. It never received the press coverage that the other alpha-

41. Robert Burton to Tom Hibbens, Director of Operations, 27 March 1940, folder: "Florida,"Box 1, NA-CP RG 119, Records of the Office of Information (E
86) ; NYA in FZurida, 1935-1943, 16.
42. M A in Florida, 1935-1943, 9-10.
43. For an exhaustive list of NYA projects in Florida, see NYA in FZorida, 19351 943.
44. Lindley and Lindley, A Nao Deal fm Youth, 266.
45. Report of NYA Activities at UF from 19341942, Series 19a, Box 6, University
of Florida Archives, PKYonge Library (PKY).
46. Report of Field Trip to Florida, 1-4 March 1940, Robert Burton to Tom
Hibben 27 March 1940, RG 119, E 86, Box 1, folder: "Florida,"NA-CP.
47. SaImond, Southern Rebel, 94.
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bet agencies did. NYA historian Richard Reiman wrote that the
NYA "possessed few links or ties to the New Deal as a whole.'748
Even in the historical memory, the NYA has been relatively neglected. Only one book-length history has been written-Reiman's
own The New Deal and American Youth: Ideas and Ideals in a
Depression Decade, which dealt strictly with the ideological underpinnings of the youth program. When compared with accounts
of the CCC and the WPA-whose Federal Writers Project alone
has warranted dozens of studies-the NYA has been virtually forgotten by most historians.
There were several reasons for such marginality. First, by the
time the NYA appeared in 1935, the sense of urgency that accompanied the origins of the other agencies had passed. However,
although the perception of crisis had receded, there was still cause
for concern and 3.5 million youth received some form of relief in
1935; millions more annually dropped out of school to look for
jobs. In fact, during the course of the two programs, the NYA saw
higher numbers of youth participation than did the CCC (which
predated the NYA by two years).49 Yet for the Roosevelt administration to advertise an emergency would beg the question of why the
youth problem was not dealt with in 1933 or 1934. Therefore, the
government underplayed the program when it debuted in 1935.
Secondly, as mentioned previously, the projects were smaller,
more individualistic. In Florida, no major state agency was intimately linked with the NYA, as was the case with the CCC.~' The
program was less political as patronage was kept to a minimum and
there were few tangible political benefits that could be gained
from the liberal program. The correspondence files of Florida
governors Fred Cone and Spessard Holland, both very involved in
New Deal affairs, contained no references to the NYA at all.51
Beyond the choosing of a director, Florida's "New Deal Governor"
Dave Sholtz had little contact with the NYA's operation. In fact,
despite its decentralization and localized administration, the NYA
had very little contact with Florida's government. It was more of a
federal program peopled with locals, than a locally run program
48. Reiman, The New Deal and American Youth, 1.
49. Lindley and Lindley, A New Dealfm Youth, 15.
50. The CCC in Florida was administered and advised the Florida Board of
Forestry, and the Florida Park Service, both of which lobbied and promoted
endlessly the already popular welfare program.
51. See the Fred Cone Papers and the Spessard Holland Papers in RG 102, FSA.
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using federal funds. It seemed that while there was little to dislike
about the relief program, politicians and public figures found little to attract them to it either.
Finally, as with its lack of patronage opportunities, the physical
products of the NYA garnered little attention. Unlike the CCC,
which in Florida operated under the Florida Board of Forestry and
Parks, the NYA rarely produced any marketable commodities.
NYA boys' projects constructed dozens of small schoolhouses and
community centers around the state, but these were hardly items
that state economic and political leaders noticed. By comparison,
the CCC focused on the protection and expansion of the nation's
forest and timber industries, which directly affected some of
Florida's most politically connected personalities.52 Therefore, all
aspects of the CCC's operations, from site and project selection to
staffing and enrollment, faced intense local scrutiny. Except for
Floridians in the education field directly connected with projects
or families with members in the program, the NYA caused few ripples in political and business circles.
Gender set the parameters for public perceptions of the NYA
and the association of the organization with female relief and programs doubtless played a role in its marginalization when compared to other agencies. Unlike the CCG-the other youth
organization with which it was most associated-the NYA allowed
females to participate. In fact, at no time did males ever outnumber females, although enrollment was often split equally between
the sexes. Clearly the public associated the CCC with boys, and
believed the NYA was for girls. It was an image not wholly accurate,
since boys played a major role in the NYA program. But there was
no other program in which to showcase and promote female youth
relief. Therefore, all male relief was discussed in association with
"Roosevelt's Tree Army,'' while articles and photographs promoting the NYA focused on its female membership, the NYA was often
referred to in the press as the "She She She." The agency's major
supporters-Eleanor Roosevelt, Frances Perkins, Mary McLeod
Bethune, and Amelia Earhart-a who's who of famous American
women, added to this perception. Even the two males most associated with the NYA-Aubrey Williams and the ever-sickly Harry
Hopkins-hardly enjoyed a robust manly image.
52.

In addition, the CCC built seven state parks, which added to the state's
already burgeoning tourist trade.
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Social culture of the 1930s reinforced the feminized image.
Theodore Roosevelt's ideas of manliness, which promoted back-tothe-woods, strenuous activities such as hiking and hunting to
counter feminine urban influence persisted. It was this ideal to
which the CCC most aspired in both its choice of projects and in
its image. In recent years, it has been common for veteran
enrollees to remark that the CCC made men of them.'"y
contrast, the NYA was primarily urban in the skills taught and the projects undertaken. Instead of marching into the romanticized
Jeffersonian woods, NYA enrollees congregated in urban landscapes, and learned how to manage themselves within a corporate
capitalistjob market. No photos of bare-chested young men wielding axes graced any NYA promotional materials. By 1940 when the
previously mentioned Life magazine article on youth relief
appeared, the NYA's feminine image had a long history. It would
not be until World War I1 that the program began to masculinize
in the public's eye.
Paradoxically, the invisibility the image of femininity accorded
the NYA offered it more freedom than other New Deal agencies.
Often described as the most liberal of the New Deal programs, the
NYA was open to African American relief. Williams was committed
to giving blacks a "fair deal" in work relief 54 and Reiman called the
NYA the "most racially enlightened of all the alphabet agencies."j5
Each state had its own black advisor, and Florida educator Mary
McLeod Bethune was appointed director of the NYA's Division of
Negro ~ f f a i r s No
. ~ ~other New Deal program, including the CCC,
featured African Americans in such prominent positions in either
the national or local offices. With these achievements in the NYA,
FDR was often able to appease his more leftist supporters. But it
was with the normally troublesome women's relief that the NYA
proved most useful and progressive.
53. For example of such pronouncements, see the CCC oral history collections at

both the Samuel Proctor Oral History Program at UF, and at the New Deal
Initiative at FSU. Also see Dave Nelson's master's thesis, "Relief and
Recreation: The CCC and the Florida Park Service," (Florida State University,
2002).
54. Salmond, Southern Rebel, 61-62.
55. Reiman, The N m Deal and American Youth, 47.
56. Bethune, who first met ER in 1927, was originally one of the thirty-five members of NYA National Advisory Committee chosen by FDR. Blanche Weisen
Cooke, Eleanor Roosmelt, Vol. 2 (New York, 1999), 160; Nancy Weiss, Farewell to
the Party of Lincoln (Princeton, 1983), 151.
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Women's relief generated problems for social workers
throughout the New Deal. Of the four million workers the CWA
aided in 1933-1934, only 300,000 were women.57Hopeful female
workers faced many barriers, not least among them the prevailing
social attitudes towards working women in a predominately male
work sphere. Other problems were institutionally based, such as
the CWA's (as well as the WPA and PWA) prohibition against
females working on large-scale construction projects, or the CCC's
male-only enrollment. Many social workers lamented that lack of
progress among female-based relief. One WPA worker summed
up the situation: "For unskilled men, we have the shovel. For
unskilled women, we only have the needle."58 As the comment
suggests, sewing projects comprised the bulk of women's relief,
with over 56 percent of the WPA's women's relief situated in hundreds of sewing rooms.59 In Florida, sewing rooms appeared in
Jacksonville, Lakeland, Tallahassee, Tampa, Deland, Pensacola,
In
Panama City, Kissimmee, Key West, Plant City, and O~ala.~O
response to the lack of creativity regarding relief for females, some
reformers wondered where was the "She She She?"
Hilda Smith acted on the challenge and submitted plans for a
series of resident camps for women.61 A Bryn Mawr graduate and
later dean of the college, Smith served as program director for
FERA's women's service. She often complained of the inequalities
between male and female relief: "The CCC camps with their millions of dollars for wages, education, work, travel, and supervision
constantly remind me of what we might do for women from these
families. As [is] so often the case, the boys get the breaks, the girls
~ ~late 1933, Smith opened a camp in New York
are n e g l e ~ t e d . "In
State for women relief through the state's ERA.63 By 1934, FERA
had opened twenty such camps across the country, eventually
Ware, Holding Their Own, 39.
Ware, Holding Their Own, 40.
Ware, Beyond Suffrage, 109.
NYA in flan'da, 1935-1943, 9.
The primary general history on resident camps during the New Deal is Susan
Wladaver-Morgan's PhD dissertation, 'Young Women and the New Deal:
Camps and Resident Centers, 19331943," (Indiana University, 1982). Taking
a macro approach, she compared resident camps for young women with
those for young men and with programs from other agencies, such as public
schools, reformatories, Scout programs, and settlement houses.
62. Smith to ER, 15 May 1940, quoted in Ware, Bqrond Suffrage, 114.
63. Ware, Holding Their Own, 154.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
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housing over 8000 women by 1937.64 One camp was located in
Lowly Park in Tampa, F10rida.~~
The camps provided necessities
such as food, shelter, and clothing while providing a communal
and democratic living experience.66 Unlike later NYA camps,job
training was not an important aspect of the program. Women
stayed from one to four months, and engaged in domestic work
such as sewing and cooking.67 In 1935, the camps were transferred
to the NYA. Then in 1937, Congress voted to end the program, a
decision Eleanor Roosevelt surprisingly defended with the argument that "more could be done for a larger number of girls with
the money used in some other kind project."68
That "other kind of project" turned out to resemble the
recently cancelled FERA-originated women's camps, with one
important difference. Concerns over rural youth had permeated
the NYA headquarters from the start. Many NYA projects were
urban, focusing on public schools, universities, and government
offices, and many staffers-including director Williams-felt that
rural tenant families were being left behind. The solution was to
concentrate the rural youth in resident centers, where enrollees
could learn basic job skills and gain valuable communal experience that would result in productive, socially responsible,
employed citizen^.^' The focus on job skills, in addition to the
inclusion of males, differentiated the resident centers from the
FERA's original women's camps. For Williams, resident centers
provided a method to socialize and integrate rural youth into
American society.70The camps were often located in abandoned
CCC camps (as was Tampa's Camp Desoto), on college campuses,
and even old hotels.71 In Florida, five resident centers opened
between 1938 and 1939. Two were for African Americans: Camp
Bethune in Daytona, a small female camp; and Camp Franklin, a
coed camp housed in three dorms on FAMU's campus in
64. The number of camps doubled in 1935. Reiman, The New Deal and Amen'can
Youth, 149; Susan Ware, Beyond Suffrage, 113.
65. Southern Accent: Flwida, 1 1 .
66. Ware, Bqond SufJi-ge, 112
67. Rawick, "The New Deal and Youth," 173.
68. Reiman, The New Deal and American Youth, 151.
69. Lindley and Lindley, New Deal for Youth, 86,94; Salmond, Southern Rebel, 1 3 4
135.
'70. Reiman, 144.
71. John Salmond, "NYA at the Seaside: A New Deal Episode," in Southm
Calijiiia Quarter4 65 (Summer 1973), 198.
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A typical residence at Camp Roosevelt, 1940. Today, much of the camp exists as a
suburban neighborhood, located in southern Ocala just off S.E. Pine Street (US
301/441) approximately one mile north of the Ocala Drive-In theater. Photograph
courtesy of the Florida State Archives.

all ah as see.^^ Two others were established for white males: Camp
Desoto in Tampa (Sulphur Springs), and the Cherry Lake resident
center.73 But the largest of the camps, Camp Roosevelt, implemented Hilda Smith's ideas of the "She She She" camps for
females.
On 5 May 1938, the first group of NYA female enrollees arrived
at Camp Roosevelt in Ocala, a small farming community in the
North-Central Florida County of Marion, an area known mostly for
its proximity to the roadside attraction Silver springs.'* The camp
predated the establishment of a NYA resident center by several years
having been constructed to house laborers and engineers for the
temporarily abandoned Cross Florida Barge Canal project. After
72. Southern Accent, 6.
73. Ibid.
74. The date 5 May 1938 comes from Southern Accents: Florida (Ocala, 1938), 7.
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the University of Florida partnered with the WPA to run an adult
education center at the facility from 1936 through early 1938-an
expensive though pedagogically successful project that FDR personally ended after several members of Congress complained about its
high costs-Aubrey Williams brokered a deal with the Army Corps
of Engineers to lease Camp Roosevelt indefinitely.75The fee for use
of the site was one dollar a year. By the time that the NYA assumed
control of Camp Roosevelt, UF had already spent $800,000 improving the facilities, which now numbered over 100 structures, and
included a dining hall, a large fully equipped kitchen, more than
fifty modern cabins--each electrically heated with shower/bathand extensive recreational features.76
While on an inspection tour of African American NYA projects
in 1939, Director of Negro Affairs and Florida scholar Mary
McLeod Bethune visited Camp Roosevelt and described it as
"splendid," noting that it "offers excellent environment for the
white youth (quite a contrast!) "77 The local WPA maintained the
grounds, plumbing, security, and electrical maintenance, while the
State Board of Education and the Marion County Board of Public
Instruction provided seven teachers for vocational training.78
Upon arrival, each girl received a physical and dental examination
by the two resident physicians and staff dentist." By 1939, the
medical staff had distributed forty-six pairs of glasses and performed forty-two tonsillectomies.80 Enrollees were encouraged to
organize a student government, and publish a camp newsletter-

75. Southern Accent, 6-7. Senator Claude Pepper to Robert Dill, Florida WPA director, 4 December 1937, folder: "General Extension Director, 1937," Box 41,
Series P7a, PKY. For more information on the UF-WP;Z adult education center, see the Camp Roosevelt Records in the Florida State Archives. The projects director, Dean B.C. Riley gathered these materials between 1936 and
1938. Records include the original agreement between UF, the WPA, and the
Army, as well as curricula and extensive photographs.
76. Camp Roosevelt Records, Folder 1, Box 1, FSA, Senator Charles Andrew to
John Tigert, 12 October 1937, folder; "General Extension Director, 1937,"
Box 41, Series P7a PKY; Roosevelt Round-Up June 1938. Today, many of the
suuctures still exist as part of a residential neighborhood, now located in central Ocala as the city boundaries have greatly expanded.
77. Report on Visit and Observations of NYA Activities in Florida, 12July 1939 by
Mary Bethune, folder: "Florida, 193&1939," Box 3, RG 119, Records of the
Negro Offlce (E 119),National Archives, College Park, MD (Na-CP).
78. Southern Accent: Florida, 7.
79. Southern Accent: Florida, 9.
80. Ibid.
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the Roosmelt Round-Up. Social dances were common, as were weekend trips to local attractions such as Silver and Rainbow Springs.
Although health and recreation were prominent features of
life at Camp Roosevelt, the educational program, including class
work and hands-on training remained central. While education in
the CCC was optional (a fact not always mentioned in its promotional materials), it was a vital and integral.element of the NYA program in Florida. Camp Roosevelt enrollees were required to
attend classes Monday through Friday, four hours a day. Girls
several tracks-Commercial,
chose between
Catering,
Homemaking and Beautician training--depending on their educational b a ~ k g r o u n d . ~Later,
~
after the camp became coed,
enrollees could earn a certificate in r e ~ r e a t i o n The
. ~ ~ Commercial
course lasted for one year, with girls earning a certificate in one of
three areas: secretarial, stenographic, and bookkeeping work.83
The beautician school was a fifty-week course that enabled students to accumulate one thousand hours work experience and
qualifyfor a professional state operator's license.% The remaining
two courses were shorter, requiring only five months in the camp
school. In both courses, students learned cooking, decorating,
cleaning; in the catering course they learned additional business
and marketing skills.85 The anticipated result was employment in
either the restaurant business or in the service industry. Later,
though it was never very popular, the camp offered a certificate in
photography, primarily training students in film processing and
developing. Students in this track took many of the photographs
of Camp Roosevelt housed at the Florida State Archives. In addition to their coursework, enrollees were required to work in the
afternoons, usually in the sewing rooms, producing garments for
charitable organizations. This was how the students earned their
pay-$24 a month of which a portion was taken for food, medical
services, and laundry services. What remained the enrollee was
free to spend as she wished.
Students at Camp Roosevelt were trained in skills for the traditional female employment of the 1930s: sewing, homemaking and
81. Southern Accent: Florida, 4 9 ; Roosmelt Round-Up,June 1938.
82. Ralph Studebaker toJoe Hall, Florida Department of Education, 19 February,
1941, folder: "Camp Roosevelt,"Box 1 , Camp Roosevelt records, FSA.
83. Roosmelt Round-Up,June 1938.
84. Southern Accent: Florida, 8-9.
85. Ibid.
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NYA trainee learning commercial art at Camp Roosevelt, 1940. Photograph courtesy
of the Florida State Archives.

housecleaning, waitressing, clerical and beautician employment,
and nursing assistance. What today would be construed as conservative and perhaps counterproductive skills to teach young women
were at the time practical for producing immediate results in a
society with most employment avenues closed to women. Policy
makers advised that industrial job training should be undertaken
only "if real employment opportunities for youth existed."86 he
goal was to find employment for women in the local job market,
not to challenge prevailing gender roles. It must be remembered
that most of these women would not have entered the workplace
in the first place without the NYA's assistance and training.

86. Minutes of Conference on Girls Work, 1940, Memphis, Tennessee, RG 119,
General Subject Files of Regional Office, 1940-1942 (E 338), Box 11, NA-CP.
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Practical job training paid off for many enrollees. In one
month alone, eight graduates from the Commercial Section found
employment, including a bookkeeping job for a Belk-Lindsey
department store, the Goldmedal Dairy, Camp Blanding and two
restaurants; secretarial work for two government agencies; typing
for the Ocala Chamber of Commerce; and cashiering for J. C.
While the work was hardly the path to riches, the jobs
were more than the students could have expected before attending
Camp Roosevelt. Students in the Beautician School were encouraged to take the State Board of Examiners' qualifying examination
before graduating. Many did so successfully, and upon receiving
their NYA beautician certificate were hired as junior operators in
area shopsSg8As the state beauticians regulations changed, so did
the classes. The goal was not mere relief and make-work, but rather
to prepare the enrollees for real-world employment. Similar success stories could be found in the photography section as well.
NYA administrators realized their efforts could only challenge
the status quo so far before colliding with the preconceptions and
expectations of the camp's enrollees. The Roosmelt Round-Up was
full of gossip, poems, songs, and stories about love, marriage, and
raising families. According to one administrator who met with
Eleanor Roosevelt in regard to training at resident camps, girls "do
not wish to go any distance to work in specific trades. So many of
these girls marry shortly after leaving the projects that I believe
both the work and the training progress should prepare these girls
for taking their places in their home c o m m ~ n i t i e s . "A~ 1949
~
Nm
Ywk Times article analyzed female college graduates from 1934,
and discovered that for most of the graduates, paid employment
was merely a "stop-gap before marriage."g0 NYA administrators
concluded that if they could not always channel women enrollees
towards gainful employment, they could at the least improve their
home and parenting skills.

87. Roosevelt Round-Up, November-December 1940.
88. May 1939, folder: "Florida,",Box 1, RG 119, E 86, NA-CP.
89. Mrs. Winthrop Lane to John Pritchard, Region I11 director, 27 Sept. 1941,
folder: "General Correspondence, Mrs. Winthrop Lane,Jan-Dec 1941,"Box 2,
RG 119, E 337; NA-CP. Mrs. Winthrop Lane (Margaret Lane) was the Chief
of the Service Projects Section in Washington, D.C. Born in 1888, she was the
wife of Progressive journalist Winthrop D. Lane. Before accepting her position with the NYA, she worked as a real estate broker in New York City.
90. Ware, Holding Their Own, 67.
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Concerns over anomie and poor citizenship in the United
States only increased with the outbreak of war in Europe and Asia.
At the NYA Regional Conference on Student Work in 1941, the
problem of youth dissent was a hot topic. "I think you will agree
with me that we are going to have to find some solution to the
problem," began one participant, "or youth will take over at the
helm, and act for themselves without the support of the adult generation.. .when our youth can no longer respect the adult generation, it is then that I fear that era."g1 References to citizenship and
patriotism were common throughout Camp Roosevelt's newsletter, the Rooseuelt Round-Up. Some references were innocuous, such
as the following quotation from an article on cakes: 'You see
names like Snow, Pound, Gold, Sponge, Angel's Food, and Devil's
Food. Aren't these picturesque and descriptive? Just think. No
other country has so many varieties of cakes as we have in
A ~ n e r i c a . " ~Other
~
references were didactic in nature, such as
Camp director's Thelma Goforth's contribution on vocational
education. "However worthy and hard workers we may try to be,
in order to be successful, we must know how to live and work with
people.. .We are not only learning vocations which will enable [us]
to support ourselves, we are also learning to live with people."93
Another article linked good medical health with civic pride: "Then
after prescriptions are given, the Good Citizen will feel her responsibility for carrying out these instruction^.'"^ Perhaps inspired by
the patriotism in the camp, enrollee Loretta Tindall wrote an editorial in 1940 on the developing war in Europe: "We should not falter when the time comes for definite action-one way or the other.
This nation ...is truly the stronghold of democracy."95 At every
turn, the camp promoted the girls' actions, skills, and duties as
examples of civic pride and patriotic duty.
In 1939, as "war clouds gathered over Europe" a "gradual
change of the [NYA] program" took place.96 Construction projects were replaced by workshops and "a more intense training

91. Dr. A.C. Flora, Transcript of 1941 NYA Student Work Conference held 7-8
March, 1941 at the Hotel Peabody in Memphis Tennessee, Folder; "Minutes,"
BOX10, RG 119, E 338, NA-GA .
92. Rooseuelt Round-Up,April 1940.
93. Rooseuelt Round-Up, October 1938.
94. Ibid.
95. Roosmelt Round-Up,November-December 1940.
96. NYA in Florida, 17.
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schedule was set up,"97according to the Florida NYA's final report
written in 1943. As explained in the report, by 1939, the NYA had
begun to channel much of its operations towards defense work.
Not only was this a survival tool in a political climate that was inching away from relief work and social reform, but it was also a calculated move to keep the agency functioning as a vital work relief
program designed to provide employment opportunities to youth.
Though the shift was unpopular with the left-the NYA's most
loyal supporters-it was clear that defense industries would soon
prove to be the nation's largest and most dependable employers.
In April 1939, the NYA moved to the Farm Security
Administration (FSA) and began receiving its funds directly from
Congress instead of receiving a portion of the WPA's budget.
Then later that year and in 1940, the NYA's budget was increased
as most other New Deal programs-including the still-popular
CCC-experienced
drastically
reduced
appropriations.
Meanwhile, NYA administrators made sure that women were seen
as a valuable asset to the war effort. Camps were encouraged to
contact local Civil Defense agencies, "so that our girls may feel a
part of the Civil Defense program."g8
The shift to defense, especially by late 1941, resulted in a masculinization of the NYA's public image. At Camp Roosevelt, the
transformation was literal as boys were enrolled for the first time.
New instructors were brought in-as was a new camp director
(Goforth was demoted to girls project supervisor)-and new classes
added.99 In addition to the earlier "female" courses, classes for males
only on auto mechanics, wood shop, and aviation repair were added
to the curriculum.100The shift can be seen in the NYA recruitment
brochure, "Opportunities for American Youth,'' published in 1942 by
enrollees at Camp Franklin at FA MU.'^' According to the leaflet,
opportunities abounded in the NYA for "youth who are unable to
serve their county in the battle lines," because they "are too young to

97. Ibid.
98. Mrs. Winthrop Lane to John Pritchard, Region I11 director, 27 Sept. 1941,
folder,"General Correspondence-Mrs. Winthrop Lane, Jan-Dec 1941," Box
2, RG 119, E 337, NA-CP.
99. J.R. Moorehead came in as new director in January 1941, Roosmelt Round-Up,
February 1941.
100. NYA in Flmida, 31.
101. The brochure can be found in folder: "Florida,"Box 3, RG 119, E 235, NACP.
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serve in the armed forces, or who have been rejected or are otherwise
not qualified for military service."102 The unspoken premise is that
one can still be a man through serving in the NYA. Projects for young
women were dealt with in a secondary fashion and listed as "regular
work." Aside from defense job skills, there was very little mention of
educational opportunities. The Florida NYA's final report-The NYA
in Elarida, 1935-194F-written in 1943 by Oswald Sexton, former
director of Camp DeSoto, was similarly malecentric with over twothirds of it dealing with male defense and construction projects of
the agency's last two years.103
Although Camp Roosevelt's male enrollees had the obvious
advantage by 1942-many were sent to work projects in other
state~'~~--efforts
were still made by NYA administrators to secure
employment for female enrollees. For safety reasons young
women were not sent to out-of-state projects; camp administrators
worried that they were more vulnerable to attack or injury as they
traveled long distances on back roads in trucks.lo5 Many also anticipated resistance to female defense work. One administrator
warned, "Great care should be exercised in the selection of girls
for assignments to these [defense] projects. Failure to select girls
who can be successful at shop work makes the whole plan of using
girls in this capacity vulnerable to criticism."lo6Another suggested
that since "most of the work done by girls in private industry is on
the assembly line ... [Alnd further due to the fact that up to the
present time the industry has neither been induced nor ready to
place female labor on the heavier type of operation," the NYA
should work to "give girls work experience in the actual assembly
and subsequent repair" of "radios or small motors."107 Others
102. Ibid. The phrase "or are otherwise not qualifiedn might be code for African
Americans, who enjoyed few opportunities for military service in the 1940s.
103. A copy of the report can be found in Robert Beatty's files, Series 49a, Box 6,
folder: "NYA, 1942-1943,"PKY.
104. See D.B. Wright to Leroy Sherman, Asst Director, NYA Division of Youth
Personnel 27 May 1942, and Leroy Sherman to C.I. Dillon, Florida State Shops
Adviser, 31 March 1942, folder: "Florida," Box 3, RG 119, E 235, NA-CP.
105. Concerns of long distance travel for NYA girls can be found in D.B. Wright to
Dr. Mary Hayes, director, NYA Division of Youth Personnel, 4 June 1942, folder: "Florida," Box 3, RG 119, E 235, NA-CP.
106. Regional directorJohn Pritchard to Mrs. Winthrop Lane, 20 September 1941,
folder: "General Correspondence-Mrs. Winthrop Lane, Jan-Dec., 1941,"
BOX2, RG 119, E 337, NA-CP.
107. Marie Carr to Mrs. Winthrop Lane, 23 October 1941, folder: "General
Correspondence-Mrs. Winthrop Lane, Jan-Dec. 1941," Box 2, RG 119, E
337, NA-CP.
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suggested jobs suitable for NYA female enrollees included drill
work, assembly inspections, spot welding, lathe work, and shop
cleaning.lo8 The agency expected to train girls in work for which
there were employment opportunities in a given area.log And
thanks to the war, young women were making inroads-if only
temporarily-into fields normally reserved for men, with the NYA
leading the way.
Unfortunately for those young women interested in NYA job
training, those inroads proved all too short. By late 1941, the
Joint Committee on the Reduction of Non-Essential Federal
Expenses, headed by Virginia's Senator Harry Byrd, who was no
friend to the New Deal, cut the NYA's budget.l10 In September
1942, the NYA organization moved again, this time to the War
Manpower Commission, eroding the NYA's financial security
and its future congressional backing as priorities shifted towards
the war effort."' Finally on May 23, 1943, Byrd's committee recommended the NYA cease its operations, describing it as "costly" and "top heavy."ll* Less than one month later, on 20 June
1943, Congress eliminated the NYA altogether.l13 Camp
Roosevelt's equipment and structures reverted back to the Army
Corp of Engineers.
Modern observers can easily look back upon the Camp
Roosevelt project as little more than an anomalous experiment in
an uncertain period. Overall the program ran for too short a
time, and affected too few women to make a significant impact
on the economic and political lives of female Floridians. And yet,
the program introduced hundreds of women to the urban job
market, and provided them with skills they would have never
obtained otherwise. In 1939, a former Camp Roosevelt enrollee
wrote of her experiences at the camp, expressing a viewpoint that
many enrollees probably shared. "If I were asked today the question, 'Can you type?' I can thank God and the NYA that the

108. RegionaI directorJohn Pritchard to Mrs. Winthrop Lane, 20 September 1941,
folder: "General Correspondence - Mrs. Winthrop Lane, Jan-Dec., 1941,"
BOX2, RG 119, E 337, NA-CP.
109. Ibid.
110. Salmond, Southm Rebel, 148.
11 1 . Ibid, 149.
112. Ibid, 157.
113. Ibid.
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answer is 'Yes!' A person with a steady income cannot know what
the NYA checks, however small they were meant to me and hundreds of other high school graduates who were not fitted for a
special position in life."114 While many young men likely had
similar experiences in the NYA, for women the program was
more than a feminized relief program. For the women who lived
there-poor,
rural, and armed with few opportunities for
advancement-the
program advertised as the CCC's female
counterpart provided something no other program did; it
offered a chance at economic independence.

1 14. Southern Accent: FZoridn, 10.
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The Cuban Convention and its Role in the
Cuban Revolutionary Party
by Consuelo E. Stebbins

I

n June 1892, Luis Lagomasino, an agent of a secret organization
known only to its members as the Cuban Convention was summoned to Key West to provide an update on the preparations
underway in Cuba for the revolution. Lagomasino, the Convention's
agent in the eastern province of Las Villas, arrived in Key West on
June 22, 1892, where he was affectionately received by Jose Dolores
(J. D.) Poyo and General Serafin Ssnchez, who introduced him to
the wealthy industrialist, Eduardo H. Gato, and the veteran insurgent
leader, Fernando Figueredo Soccards. On the night of June 24,1892,
Lagomasino met with the Convention's members at the home of
Fernando Figueredo. Of the 25 members, only two were absent from
Key West at that time: Jose Marti, Delegate of the newly formed
Cuban Revolutionary Party and Teodoro Perez, a wealthy cigar manufacturer. After Lagomasino convinced the members present that
there was sufficient support in the eastern provinces of Cuba to initiate the revolution two months later on August 25, 1892, members of
the Convention declared war on Spain and promised Lagomasino
that they would send sufficient arms and munitions to equip the soldiers of the Cuban liberating army.'
Consuelo E. Stebbins is an Associate Professor of Modem Languages and Literatures
at the University of Central Florida. She is the author of CiQ OfIntrip, Nest of Reuolutirm:
A Documenta~History of Key West in tk Nineteenth C e n t u ~(University Press of Florida,
2007) and Tragedy in Havana: November 27, 1871 (University Press of Florida, 2000).
1. Pais, Retrazos de Historia Patria, 24 June 1892. The Delegate was the equivalent of President of the organization. As Delegate of the Cuban
Revolutionary Party, Jose Marti was acknowledged as its head.
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The Convention's decision to declare war was made by
some of the most highly respected military veterans of Cuba
and by wealthy cigar industrialists in Key West. However, this
decision posed a serious threat to the success of the newly
formed Cuban Revolutionary Party (Partido Revolucionario
Cubano or PRC). Even though the military objective of the
Convention and the PRC was the same, i.e., the liberation of
Cuba from Spanish colonial rule, certain members of the
Convention disagreed with Marti on how best to accomplish
their mission. The role of the Convention and its relationship
with the PRC began on this precarious note but ended with a
collaborative effort between the two powerful organizations
that significantly influenced the outcome of the War of 1895
and demonstrated once again, the persuasive power of Jose
Marti to unify the emigrk centers. A compromise was struck in
1892 between the two organizations when Marti sanctioned the
workings of the Convention and assigned this revolutionary cell
a key role within the PRC.
The relationship between the Convention and the PRC has
remained essentially unknown as members of the Convention
swore not to disclose anything discussed at their meetings.
However, much of the Convention's mysterious history and its
role as the primary agent of the PRC are revealed through the
documents preserved at the Ministerio de Asuntos Exteriores
(MAE) in Madrid and the National Archives in Havana (ANC). A
review of these archival sources traces the history of the
Convention as it progressed through three important phases: its
formation in 1884, its role in the establishment of the PRC in
1892, and its role within the PRC during the War of 1895.
The financial resources of the Convention were significant
and veterans from previous wars often turned to Key West to
outfit their expeditions during the 1880s. Fernando Figueredo,
the elected Treasurer, once boasted that the Convention represented the wealth of the patriots abroad. Affluent industrialists
like Cayetano Soria, Teodoro Perez, Eduardo Gato, Carlos
Recio, Gerardo Castellanos, and Pedro Vidal were members
of the Convention and contributed substantially to the expeditions of veteran officers like Carlos Agiiero, Ramon Bonachea,
and Manuel Garcia in their attempts to launch a revolution
in Cuba during the 1880s and early 1890s. The Convention
also relied on the thousands of Cuban cigar workers who
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donated a portion of their earnings to support insurrections in
Cuba.2
With such a large concentration of employed Cuban cigar
workers, Key West, strategically located only 93 miles from Cuba,
was recognized as the center of the insurgent movement by the
mid 1880s. Historian C. Neale Ronning pointed out two basic
reasons for the island's growing reputation as a rebel center.
First, the prosperity of the tobacco industry provided an important economic resource for the revolution and second, Key West
was home to the largest concentration of military veterans from
the past wars of independence. Key West's importance as the
center for rebel activity can be demonstrated by numerous visits
to the area by leading political activists from Cuba and other
exile centers. Gerardo Castellanos mentioned that at one time
or another, Key West was visited by such veteran heroes as Flor
Crombet, the Sanguilys, Eusebio Herniindez, Antonio Maceo,
and Miiximo G6mez where they always received a warm welcome
and financial support.
The first phase of the Convention's role in Cuban revolutionary activities began in March 1884, when M5ximo G6mez noted
in his diary that he had conceived of a plan to organize the revolutionary clubs in Key West and New York. G6rnez agreed to lead
the Liberating Army if the clubs in Key West and New York supported his p r o p o ~ a land
, ~ with Antonio Maceo, arrivied in Key
West on September 18, to present their plan to the emigre
colony. Four days later, on September 22, the two met with the
leading civic and veteran leaders in Key West at the factory of
CGspedes, Perez, and Navarro. After listening to the proposal,
these patriots enthusiastically endorsed the scheme and agreed
to the formation of a "Club Secreto" that would operate covertly
to carry out G6mez's military plan. The founding members elected its first slate of oficers- President Enrique Perez, Secretary

2.
3.
4.

Fernando Figueredo, Teodoro Phez in Paul Estrade, Jose' Marti. Los Fundamentos
de la Democracia en Latinoamkrica (Madrid, 2000), 496.
C . Neale Ronning, Jose' Marti and the Emigre' Colony in Key West (New York,
1990), 23; Gerardo Castellanos, Motivos dk Cayo Hueso (Havana, 1935), 204-05.
Mkimo G m e z , Diario dk Campaiia (Havana, 1969) 173-74. For more information on G6mez's plan and his relationshipwith Josi Marti, see Diane Abad,
"G6mez 10s Inicios de un Movimiento Revolucionario,"Rmista Santiago de la
Universidad de Oriente 62, 89-9; and Diane Abad, "Documentos del Partido
Revolucionario Cubano," Universidad de La Habana 232, 95-107.
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Fernando Figueredo, and Treasurer Carlos Recio-and, after
swearing to safeguard the secrecy of the new organization,
adjourned.
By the time G6mez and Maceo departed for the New York on
September 26, they had established a viable Convention, consisting of two associations-the Sociedad de Beneficencia to raise
money for the cause and the more mysterious secret society of
proven partisan leaders. The two organizers were satisfied with
their efforts, and G6mez wrote in his Diam'o that they had the
enthusiastic support of Key West's veteran and civic leaders.
G6mez's view was shared by Florida partisans; shortly after their
departure, Alpizar Poyo noted that more than seventy clubs had
been established to provide support for the G6mez-Maceo plan.
Local efforts to raise funds for the Convention did not go unnoticed by Spanish officials. The following month on October 25,
1884, the Spanish consul informed the Captain General in Cuba of
the establishment of Sociedad Beneficencia and its purpose in
facilitating the plans of generals G6mez and Maceo.

A few days after their arrival in Key West, generals Antonio
Maceo, M6ximo Gbrnez, and Calixto Garcia organized a
new society called Beneficencia that acts as a front to collect money for the revolution. Several members have
agreed to go door to door to get pledges. In one week
alone, they collected somewhere between $10,000-$30,000
in cash and pledges. They are so bold that they have even
visited the homes of the Spaniards to ask for money.
Those who refuse to donate are often forced to leave Key
West because they either lose theirjobs in the tobacco factories or they are threatened with bodily harm. These
insurgents have made life impossible here for peaceful residents especially for the Spaniards. It seems quiet here
but I fear that this may be the calm before the ~ t o r r n . ~
Relying on an informant, the Spanish consul reported that
when M5ximo G6mez returned to Key West on February 23,1885,

5.
6.

Gobierno de la Revolucion de 1895: file 17, no. 2936, Archivos Nacional de
Cuba (ANC). G6mez also refers to the formation of "ClubSecreto"in Diario,
180.
Gbmez, 180; Alpizar Poyo, 71; Cayo Hueso, H 1867, doc. no. 80, 25 October
1884, MAE.
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he attended meetings with the directors of the Sociedad de
Beneficencia. At one of his private meetings with these leaders,
G6mez assured them that the time for the invasion of Cuba was
near at hand and that he was relying on the emigre colony of Key
West to carry out his plan. Before leaving Key West three days
later, G6mez reassured the insurgents that soon they would be
reunited on the battlefield. He took the balance of the funds
($8,500) raised by the Beneficencia and left with his aide on a
steamer headed for New ~ r l e a n s . ~
The financial efforts of the Sociedad de Beneficencia came to
a halt in August 1885 when the cigar workers went on strike. The
Spanish consul described the impact of the strike on the local
economy.
The strike of the cigar workers has caused an economic
hardship on the residents of this community. Many of the
smaller factories owned by Cubans and Americans have
closed. A majority of cigar workers are leaving for Havana
or Jacksonville since the steamer for New York is no longer
operating. Many have paid their own passage for Cuba
and the others have received financial help from the
union of cigar rollers. The strike will seriously impact the
insurgents' plan for an invasion. The most important
source of revenue for the insurrection has been the donations of the wealthy industrialists and the pledges of the
cigar workers. They are still trying to collect their quotas,
but money is scarce. It's impossible for Mkimo G m e z to
launch the revolution without the support of this community as he was relying on expeditions to be sent from the
keys. Even the most fanatical insurgents and remaining
cigar workers are demoralized by this turn of events. The
strikes have essentially destroyed their revolutionary
plans.8
The lack of financial resources to deliver the promised "decisive blow" was followed by another disaster, the Great Fire on
March 30, 1886. The economic impact was significant as the fire
destroyed the commercial center of Key West including the cigar
factories and warehouses used to store tobacco leaves. Left with7.
8.

Cayo Hueso, H 1868, doc, no. 9 , 2 March 1885, MAE.
Cayo Hueso, H 1868, doc. no. 26, 22 August 1885, MAE
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out any means of support, the Spanish consul reported that 3,000
cigar workers were unemployed and food was scarce. The consul
was relieved to report that the insurgent leaders were unable to
collect quotas from the cigar workers, which was their primary
source of revenue.
The effects of the strikes, the fire, and G6mez's failed expedition brought to a close the initial phase of the Convention as many
of the leading emigres left Key West to find work in the cigar factories of Tampa and Cuba. The Spanish consul described the devastating effects of these events.
The Cuban 6migrk colony in Key West is completely
demoralized. The Great Fire of March 30 destroyed
their main source of income, so many were forced to
leave Key West for Tampa. They are also stunned by the
news that the expedition organized principally by
Miiximo G6mez and Aurelio Soto on the steamer, City of
Mexico, was prevented from leaving Santo Domingo.
The remaining Cubans on this island no longer believe
in the promises of their leaders and have stopped con-

9.

Cayo Hueso, H 1868, doc. no.34,3 April 1886;mCayoHueso, H 1868, doc. no.
36,5 April 1886, MAE.
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tributing to the war fund. The revolutionary spirit that
has characterized this colony for so many years is now
almost nonexistent. Key West no longer presents a
threat to our security.10
Thousands of cigar workers left Key West in search of jobs
in the cigar factories elsewhere. In Tampa, many of the Cuban
insurgents found work at the Ybor Martinez cigar factory and
once employed, their intent was to build a emigre center similar to that of Key West. One of the prominent activists who
moved to Tampa in fall 1886 was J.D. Poyo who began publishing his newspaper, El Yara, in Ybor City. By February 1887, a
group of American residents, alarmed by the "criminal element" in Tampa, threatened to lynch the Cuban instigators if
they did not leave the city. In February 11, 1887 report, the
consul was pleased to note that a number of the most dangerous insurgents, including Poyo, Domingo Monelongo alias
Manuel Muiioz, Manuel Garcia, and Isidoro Leijas, were headed back to Key West. l1
Soon after his return to Key West, Poyo was once again leading the insurgency efforts along with Jose Francisco Lamadriz
and Fernando Figueredo with the outfitting of expeditions to
Cuba. By August 1887, the Spanish consul reported that the
insurgents were stockpiling arms and munitions on Sugar Loaf
Key. The following month, the consul complained that boxes of
dynamite and explosives were found buried in a secluded site on
the Key and that the boxes were addressed to a local insurgent.
The emigre colony continued to plot against Spain until
November 1889, when a general strike in the cigar factories
forced many of the Cubans to leave Key West again in search of
employment in the cigar factories of Tampa and Havana. The
Spanish consul mentioned that the economic situation was so
serious that bags of rice and beefjerky donated by the Center for
Workers in Havana had been sent to Key West. The exodus of
approximately 3,500 cigar workers in 1889 weakened the political base of the Separatist party, whose membership had dwindled to only several hundred. An article entitled, "Carta de
10. Cayo Hueso, H 1868, doc. no. 49, 10 May 1886, MAE.
11. Cayo Hueso, H 1868, doc. no. 35, 3 April 1886; Cayo Hueso doc. no. 95, 26
November 1886 and doc. no. 5, 22 January 1887; Cayo Hueso, doc. no. 14,8
February 1887 and doc. no 16, 11 February 1887, MAE.
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Cayo Hueso" remarked that only 500 cigar workers remained in
Key West, and some of those were expected to leave for Tampa
and Cuba.12
Faced with the impact of the strike and the failure of the expeditions that they had financed, members of the Convention met
in December 1889 to reorganize themselves in an effort to revitalize the hopes and confidence of the remaining emigres in Key
West. Poyo described the newly organized Cuban Convention as
a "disciplined revolutionary cell." Instead of sending filibustering
expeditions to Cuba, the Convention would stockpile arms and
munitions while organizing the war within Cuba. Poyo maintained
that this change of strategy brought about a reconciliation with
Jose Marti, who had witnessed a number of failed expeditions in
the 1880s led by veterans like Carlos Aguero, Ramon Bonachea,
Angel Maestre, Limbano Ssnchez, Manuel Garcia Ponce, and
Ferniindez Ruz in addition to the failed G6mez/Maceo attempt.
Castellanos listed the names of those who gathered at the home of
Emilio Ayrnerich in December 1889 to draft the Articles for the
Convention: J. D. Poyo, Francisco Lamadriz, Fernando Figueredo,
Teodoro Perez, Gerardo Castellanos Lleonart, and Rogelio
castillo.13 With the exception of Rogelio Castillo and Gerardo
Castellanos, those present at this meeting were the same founding
members of the Convention in 1884.
The newly organized Convention retained its basic structure
and was comprised of two branches, one public and the other, private. The private entity was referred to as the Convention while
the public organization was known as the Club Luz de Yara. A
clever plan was devised by members of the Convention to ensure
that any actions taken by the public entity had been previously
approved by the Convention. The majority of the members of
Club Luz de Yara belonged to the Convention and controlled the
vote. Consequently, the elected officers of the Convention and
Luz de Yara were the same: President Jose Francisco Lamadriz and
Secretary Fernando Figueredo (A list of the Convention's articles
can be found in Appendix I).

12. H 1868, doc. no 67,22 August 1887; H 1868, doc. no. 75,19 September 1887;
H 1868, doc. no. 61,27 November 1889; "Carta de Cayo Hueso" printed in El
Espafiol26 November 1889; H 1868, 16, 18 November 1889, MAE.
13. Gerald E. Poyo, With All and fm the Good of All (Durham, 1989), 99;
Castellanos, 165-66.
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The members of the Convention were mentioned only by
their associated numbers in the minutes of their meetings.
However, after the war ended, several former members of the
Convention revealed their positions within the organization and
recent scholarly work on the Convention identified members and
their assigned numbers. The disparity between the lists (See
Appendix 11) are due to the replacement of members as some
either left for Cuba when the war started or moved to other cities,
especially Tampa. Even though the number assigned to a member did not represent their relative importance, mention should
be made of the first two members. The close connection between
the Convention and Msximo Gcimez make it probable that the
members of the Convention made Miiximo G6mez an honorary
member by designating him with the number 1. This number was
later used by G6mez's representative, Serafin Siinchez, who relocated to Key West in June 27, 1892.14 Member number 2 was originally given to Jose Francisco Lamadriz, but when he died in
1892, Jose Marti was assigned this number and upon Marti's
death, it was given to T o m h Estrada Palma.15 Of the 25 members, the following were former members of the Convention's
secret Club Carlos Manuel de Cespedes (formerly the Club
Secreto) formed in 1885: Miiximo Gbmez, Fernando Figueredo,
J. M. Navarro, Teodoro Pkrez, Jose F. Lamadriz, Carlos Recio,
Eduardo H. Gato, and Jose D. Poyo. With the exception of
Serafin Bello, the remaining 24 members belonged to the Club
Luz de Yara, the public arm of the Convention.
Castellanos described the impressive network of agents established by the Convention by 1891.
The Secretary of Correspondence maintained communications with conspirators, who were in charge of units of
men and weapons. Each member of the Convention was
responsible for organizing an affiliate club. Soon an
impressive network had been established, operated by

14. Fermin Valdks Dominguez mentioned that Mkimo G6mez was the first honorary member of the Convention and that he had been given the number 1
in Mi Ofrenda (Key West 1898), 18; see also Berta Herngndez, Apuntes
Biograficos del Mayor General Serafin Sancha (Havana, 1986), 60.
15. Estrada Palma was elected President of the Cuban Revolutionary Party after
Marti's death. See article on Palma in h i s t a de Cayo Hueso,July 18, 1897 that
describes Estrada Palma's accomplishments as head of the PRC.
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agents in each CmigrC center and in each of the provinces
of Cuba. The officers of the Cuban Convention were in
contact with Guillermo Moncada, Bartomom6 Mas6 and
the Sartorio brothers in the Oriente; Luaces and Mola in
Puerto Principe; Luis Lagomasino and Federico Zayas in
Las Villas; and in Havana, Juan Gualberto G6mez and
other veteran leaders. The Convention was in frequent
contact with the most prominent generals of the Cuban
Liberating Army including Miximo Gbmez, Antonio
Maceo, Flor Crombet, Carlos Roloff, and Serafin Sinchez
in order to formulate the invasion plan of Cuba. The
agents affiliated with the Cuban Convention were merely
waiting for the signal to begin the revolution. All depended on whether enough money could be raised for
weapons and munitions. The plan was to initiate a general uprising in Cuba that would simultaneously occur in key
provinces on the island.16
The primary purpose of the Cuban Convention remained the
same, i.e., to provide the moral and financial support for the war.
Each member of the Club Luz de Yara was charged with forming
an affiliate club in order to raise sufficient resources to furnish soldiers with arms, munitions, and military supplies. In 1890, Luis
Lagomasino, the agent in the Las Villas, communicated with
Serafin Ssnchez and Mfiximo G6mez in Santo Domingo to inform
them that his revolutionary club, Provisional de Cinco Villas #2,
had received the moral and financial support of Key West.
Lagomasino informed G m e z that as early as 1885, the officers of
the Convention (Francisco Lamadriz and Fernando Figueredo)
had offered him their support. l7
The Convention's role in the establishment of the PRC became
clear as events unfolded in the early 1890s. In November 1891,Jose
Marti was invited by the Club Ignacio Agramonte in Tampa to deliver a speech commemorating the death of eight medical students in
Havana, who were executed on November 27, 1871."
Marti's
speech ignited the crowds in Tampa, and news of its enthusiastic
reception was quickly relayed to Key West. On the following day,J.
16. Castellanos, 165-66.
17. Luis Lagomasino, La Guma de Cuba en 1895 (Veracruz, Cuba, 1897), 10.
18. See Consuelo Stebbins, Tragedy i n Havana (Gainesville, University Press of
Florida, 2000) for an English translation of the event.
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D. Poyo printed a copy of Marti's speech in La Yara. When Marti
returned to New York, he received a letter from the editor who
described the amount of support shown by the Cuban emigre cornmunity in Key West for his speech in Tampa. Marti replied to Poyo
that he would like to visit the city in order to bring his message that
men should be able to live in a free society where they could
express their opinions as openly as they did in Key West. Poyo facilitated the invitation when he printed a copy of Marti's letter in El
Yarawhich was read to the cigar workers in the local factories. After
listening to Marti's letter, Francisco Sarrniento, a cigar worker in
Eduardo Gato's factory, stood up and asked his coworkers to
extend an invitation to Marti to visit Key West; the invitation was
extended, and Jose Marti graciously accepted.lg
Marti arrived in Key West on Christmas Day to an enthusiastic
reception. Gerardo Castellanos described the scene:
The wharfwas crowed with thousands of Cubans who were
waiting for him to arrive on the steamship, Olivetti.
Representatives of the various revolutionary clubs
throughout the island were present with their pennants
and banners. As Marti stepped off of the steamship, a
band of musicians played the patriotic Himno Bayames
and the crowds became ecstatic. Jos6 Francisco Lamadriz,
a leading veteran and President of the Cuban Convention,
was the first to welcome Marti to the Key. With a trembling
voice, Marti embraced Lamadriz and said, "I am embracing our past revolutionary efforts" and Lamadriz answered
him, "And I embrace our new r e v o l ~ t i o n . " ~ ~
Alpizar Poyo mentioned that "a reception committee" cornprised of Angel Pel5ez y Pozo, Gualterio Garcia, Serafin Bello,
Gonzalo Pompez, Francisco Maria Gonz5lez, Genaro Herniindez,
Frank Bolio and Aurelio Rodriguez was charged with overseeing
the preparations for Marti's first visit to Key West. With the exception of Serafin Bello, none of the committee members were members of the Cuban Convention or Club Luz de Yara. Alpizar Poyo
was adamant that there was no intention on the part of the officers
of the Cuban Convention to turn over the leadership of the revolution to Marti when he arrived in December 1991:
19. Alpizar Poyo, 8384.
Castellanos, 25960.

20.
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Mistakenly, it has been said that the committee invited the
Maestro to come to Key West to put into his hands the revolutionary work of the Cubans in Key West. This version,
which has been often repeated with or without malice, is
not true. The revolutionary work being conducted by the
Cuban Convention was significant and there was no intention to turn over its leadership to Marti.
There was only one person on the reception committee
who was a member of the Cuban Convention and that person was Serafin Bello, who was completely trust worthy.
The members of the Convention were confident that
Bello would not disclose any information about the organization or its commitments to its agents.21
Poyo's comments are supported by Estrade who referred to
the Convention's long history of directing clandestine operations
in Cuba; consequently, members of the Convention would be
reluctant to turn over their operations to a new director, especially one who was viewed as being too d e m ~ c r a t i c By
.~~
relinquishing
its authority to Marti, the Convention would also have to make
available its capital. In order for Marti to succeed with his plan of
organizing the emigre colonies in the U.S. and abroad, he needed
the support of prominent leaders like J.D. Poyo and Fernando
Figueredo. The fate of the Partido Revolucionario Cubano (PRC)
rested on Marti's ability to convince the influential members of the
Cuban Convention that he was capable of leading the emigre
colonies in preparation for the war.
Soon after Marti's arrival, the officers of the Convention: Jose
Francisco Lamadriz, J. D. Poyo, and Fernando Figueredo, paid a
courtesy visit to Marti in early January. Maiiach noted that Marti
knew that Figueredo didn't trust him. Figueredo had been notably
absent on the wharf when he arrived, and he had not attended the
banquet given in honor of Marti. During this meeting, a reluctant
Figueredo revealed some of the secret activities of the Convention
and Marti, in turn, revealed his plan to unify the emigre centers
abroad into one organization, the PRC, which would provide the
support needed to sustain the war in Cuba. Alpizar Poyo quoted
Fernando Figueredo's and J.D. Poyo's version of the events by cit-

21. Alpizar Poyo, 84.
22. Estrade, 495.
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ing the remarks made by Marti after listening to their report of the
Convention's activities, "Everything is done here. Now I need to
organize the rest of the emigre centers."23
The future of the PRC depended upon the outcome of the
meeting between Marti and the officers of the Convention.
Castellanos pointed out that the only obstacle that the PRC faced
was the Convention because without its support, Marti would have
failed to unify the major emigre centers. Even though Jose Marti's
arrival in Key West interrupted the work that was being done by
the Convention, Delgado noted that once Marti gained the support and confidence of J.D. Poyo and Fernando Figueredo, these
leaders dedicated themselves to assisting Marti in organizing the
PRC. After the exchange of information that took place at this
meeting, Alpizar Poyo commented that Marti was so impressed by
the organization of the Convention that he rewrote the articles of
the PRC.

It is certain, that in Tampa, before Marti visited Key West,
the resolutions for the PRC had been drafted pending the
approval of the different groups of emigres; but, it is also
certain that the constitution of the PRC was finalized in
Key West, after Marti learned all of the details, the organization, and the network of the Cuban m on vent ion.^^
Jose Marti presented the PRC plan to an assembly of club representatives from Key West and Tampa on January 5, 1892 at the
Hotel Duval in Key West. Marti explained that the purpose of the
PRC was to unify the efforts of the exiled Cubans and to maintain
communication with agents in Cuba who had historical and political ties and who would contribute to the success of the war in
Cuba. On April 10, 1892, thirty-four clubs from eight emigre communities approved the Bases and Secret Statutes: thirteen in Key
West, seven in New York, five in Tampa, four in Jamaica, and one
each in Philadelphia, Boston, Ocala and New Orleans. 25 Nine of
the thirteen clubs in Key West were represented in the Club Luz

23. Jorge Mafiach, Marti: Apostle of Freedom (New Yo~k,1950), 280; Alpizar Poyo,
88.
24. Gerardo Castellanos Garcia, "Marti, Conspirador Revolucionario" in Vida y
Pensamiento de Marti I1 (Havana 1942), 138; Manuel Patricio Delgado, "Marti
en Cayo Hueso, "Revista Bimestre Cubana , 354; Alpizar Poyo, 89.
25. Ronning, 80.
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Josk Marti with the founding members of the Cuban Revolutionary Party in Key
West, 1890s. Seated from left to right: Gualterio Garcia, J o d Marti, Angel Pelaez,
Standing: Genaro Herngndez, Serafin Bello, Aurelio Rodriguea, J. G. Pomp&
Frank, E. Bolio, Francisco M. GonzAlez. From Fernando Figueredo, Revista de Cayo
Hueso 2 ( 1898).

de Yara. With the agreement in place, Marti brought together the
disparate wings of the imigri community to unite those advocating democracy and those who favored revolutionary action.
The minutes of the Luz de Yara meetings in April and May
1892 revealed the important leadership role the Convention
played during the early stages of the PRC. At the April 3, 1892
meeting of Luz de Yara, the members voted unanimously to support the nomination of Josi Marti for delegate and Benjamin
Guerra for secretary. A notice was sent to the twelve clubs that
comprised the Council of Club Presidents in Key West advising
them of the pending election of the PRC officers. Since the majority of the club presidents belonged to Luz de Yara, Marti and
Guerra were certain to win the election in the Council of
Presidents. The nine members of the Luz de Yara who participated in the Council of Presidents as representatives of their respective clubs included: J.D. Poyo (Luz de Yara), Francisco Ibern
(Ramon Socorro), Nicolas Arnao (Carlos Manuel de C6pedes),
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Teodoro Perez (Cabaniguan), Jose Menendez Nuiiez (Juan
Millares No. I ) , Nicolas Salinas (Liga Patriotica Cubana) , Manuel.
Noda (Martir de San Lorenzo) , Serafin Bello (Patria y Libertad) ,
and Carlos Balifio (Francisco V. Aguilera) .26
Prior to the establishment of the PRC in April 1892, the
Convention had operated in strict secrecy with its agents abroad
promising material and moral support for an uprising. Paz
explained that if the Convention fulfilled its commitment to the
Sartorio brothers in Holguin and Luis Lagomasino in Las Villas,
it would be in direct conflict with the PRC. According to
Lagomasino, the Convention had approved his plan in 1890 by
offering him their financial support, and he had proceeded to
organize the insurgents in his district. In March 1892,
Lagomasino was summoned by the Convention to attend a meeting in Key West. After listening to Lagomasino's plan to initiate a
rebellion, the members pledged their support to him and the
Sartorio brothen2'
The Convention's pledge to support an uprising in the eastern
provinces of Cuba was made without the approval of the PRC.
Members of the Convention questioned whether these rebel leaders
in Cuba had the backing of M&mo G6mez and whether the time
was right to sustain a revolution. The Convention decided that
before sending arms and munitions to Lagomasino and the Sartorio
brothers, they would send Teodoro Perez to meet with Jose Marti in
New York. Abad pointed that Teodoro Perez's visit to New York in
November 1892 proved to be a turning point for the Convention.
Instead of leading the effort to support an insurrection in Cuba, the
Convention would inform Marti about the commitments they had
made to their collaboratorsin Cuba. When Perez updated Marti on
the Convention's activities, Marti, in turn, described his plan, one
which was much broader in scope and one that had already received
the financial support needed for launching an all out war.
Following his meeting with Marti, Perez returned to Key West and
relayed the information he had learned from Marti. After listening
to Perez's report, the members of the Convention decided to work
collaboratively with Marti instead of spearheading the efforts by
26. Diana Abad, " Documentos del Partido Revolucionario Cubano," Uniuesidad
de La Habana 231, 90-3.
27. Ibrahim Hidalgo Paz, El Partido Revolucionario Cubano en la Isla (Havana 1992),
267; Lagomasino, 13-5.
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themselves. Once this decision was made, several of the most influential members of the Convention: Serafin Siinchez, Carlos Roloff,
Fernando Figueredo, J.D. Poyo, Teodoro Pkrez, and Gerardo
Castellanos, collaborated with Marti in his efforts to organize the
military, both in Key West and abroad.28
The preemptive strike being planned by the Sartorio brothers
and Lagomasino threatened to derail Marti's invasion plan, and
Marti made a third visit to Key West to address the members of the
Convention about the crisis. The minutes of the November 11,
1892 meeting, noted the members present: J. D. Poyo, Serafin
SBnchez, Serafin Bello, Nicolas Salinas, Teodoro Perez, Gerardo
Castellanos, Carlos Recio, Francisco Ibern, Jose Marti, and
Fernando Figueredo. Guests included Juan A. Calderbn, Colonel
Angel Guerra (Mmez's representative), and Lt. Colonel Calixto
Agiiero. Agiiero informed those present that he had a letter from
the Sartorio brothers in Holguin requesting that the Convention
send them the arms and munitions they had promised. Calder6n
followed Agiero and spoke in support of the Sartorio brothers,
reminding those present that the Convention had offered them aid
in March for the planned uprising. Fernando Figueredo questioned whether G6mez had agreed to support the rebels in Cuba.
Figueredo reminded those present that Colonel Guerra had previously stated that G6mez was opposed to an invasion at this time, yet
Guerra was asking them to aid the uprising. Serafin Siinchez also
reminded those present that the Convention had promised to assist
them only if they managed to recruit 3,000 soldiers in Cuba. Josk
Marti ended the meeting by reading a note he had received from
G6mez assuring those present that he (Gbmez) had agreed to lead
the Cuban liberating army when he and Marti determined that the
time was right, and both felt that they needed more time to prepare
for the war. Juan Calder6n was so upset with the Convention's decision to support the PRC instead of Lagomasino and the Sartorio
brothers that he resigned from the Convention and left Key West to
join Brigadier Rafael Rodriguez Agiiero in H o n d ~ r a s . ~ ~
During Marti's visit in November, generals Serafin SBnchez
and Carlos Roloff suggested to Marti that he appoint Gerardo
Castellanos as the PRC emissary to Cuba. Castellanos' mission was
28. Abad, op. cit; Abad, "Documentos del Partido Revolucionario Cubano IV,"
Universidad de La Habana 234 (Jan-Apr 1989), 105.
29. Ibid, 105-07.
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to relay an urgent message from the PRC Delegate advising the
Sartorio brothers and Luis Lagomasino to suspend their efforts
until further notice because a preemptive revolt would seriously
jeopardize the ongoing efforts to organize the support needed to
sustain a revolution throughout Cuba. Castellanos visited the
provinces of Havana, Matanzas, Las Villas, Camagiiey and Oriente,
where he met with the veteran officers of previous wars and with
the most influential civic leaders. Abad credited Castellanos with
putting into effect PRC's organization plan for Cuba as he carried
the appointments of ninety delegates and sub-delegateswho would
serve as affiliate members of the PRC. Paz noted that other
Convention members, including Teodoro Perez, Ram6n
Dobarganes, and Joaquin Osorio, also served as PRC emissaries to
Cuba. At the Luz de Yara meeting held on December 4, 1892,
President J.D. Poyo announced that Miiximo G6mez had formally
accepted Jose Marti's offer to serve as Commander in Chief of the
Liberating Army. Upon hearing the news, the jubilant members
congratulated Marti, who was present at that meetings0
The extent of the Convention's support for the PRC was
demonstrated at the January 5, 1893 meeting when Francisco
Ibern made a motion to dissolve the Convention, arguing that the
Convention was no longer needed since a majority of the representatives on the PRC's Council of Presidents were members of the
Luz de Yara and even the officers of the Council were the same as
the Luz de Yara and the Convention. Ibern's motion to dissolve
the Convention would leave the Luz de Yara in tact, and it would
continue to act as the main agent for the PRC. Abad concluded
that Ibern's motion demonstrated the commitment of the
Convention to carrying out the work of the PRC through its sister
association, Club Luz de Yara. However, not all members agreed
with Ibern and the motion was tabled; at a later meeting, the
motion was defeated. The Convention would remain as a closed
organization in order to control the actions taken by the Luz de
Yara and the Council of president^.^^
At the March 5, 1893 meeting, the Convention elected the
Executive Board, which was responsible for the committees of
Finance and War and Correspondence. Serafin Ssnchez,

-

30. Ibid, 111; Paz, 26; ANC: op. cit.
31. Diana Abad, "Documentos del Partido Revolucionario Cubano V,"
Uniuersidad dr? La Habana 235 (May-Aug 1989), 145-46.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol86/iss2/1

66

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 86, Number 2

Fernando Figueredo, and Francisco Ibern were elected to serve on
the Correspondence committee while Carlos Recio, Ram6n
Dobarganes and Teodoro Perez served Finance and War. The two
committees were responsible for purchasing and storing arms and
munitions and for the administration of the funds collected, which
were earmarked for the PRC; members of these two action committees worked closely with Jose ~ a r t i . ~ *
On April 25, 1893, without the knowledge or approval of the
American supporters, Manuel and Ricardo Sartorio, Enrique
Lacalle, and Atilano Cable led an attempt to initiate a revolution
within Cuba. When Jose Marti heard the news in New Orleans, he
immediately left for Tampa and Key West to address the Council of
Presidents where he made it clear that the PRC had not approved
the uprising. However, Marti reassured them that the PRC would
assist the rebels if they were able to raise enough support in Cuba
to sustain the rebellion. Within two weeks, it was evident that their
preemptive rebellion had failed to gain the support it needed within Cuba, and the rebels surrendered to the a ~ t h o r i t i e s . ~ ~
After their failed attempt, the Sartorio brothers and Luis
Lagomasino, disappointed by the lack of support from the
Convention, appealed directly to Mfiximo G6mez for aid.
However, he informed them that he had agreed to work with Jose
Marti.34 G6mez later turned down other offers to lead revolts
planned by patriots in Cuba, including one being devised by Julio
Sanguily in Havana. By gaining the support and cooperation of
the Convention and Mfiximo Gbmez, Jose Marti managed to unify
both the military and the civilian efforts in preparation for the war.
The minutes for the Convention meeting on August 20, 1893,
recorded Teodoro P6rez' report on his recent mission to Cuba. He
had been sent there by Marti to determine the level of readiness of
the insurgents in the eastern provinces. However, he explained to
those present that when he arrived in Cuba, he was told that the
Spanish knew of his plans. Warned that if he left Havana, he would
be killed in the countryside, Perez decided to return to Key West.
Abad transcribed the minutes of a meeting held on August 28,1893
at Fernando Figueredo's home where Serafin Sgnchez, Teodoro
32. Ibid,149.
33. Paz, 64-65; Revoluci6n de 1895, file 18, no. 2939, ANC.
34. Abad, "Documentos del Partido Revolucionario Cubano, VI," Universidad dR
La Habana 236, (Sept-Dec 1989), 65.
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Perez and Fernando Figueredo met to address the critical events
occurring in Cuba. At that meeting, Serafin S5nchez read a letter
from Julio Sanguily in which he asked for money to initiate the revolution in anticipation of the pending anival of the Spanish Captain
General Calleja. Citing the necessity of launching the revolution
immediately, Sanguily asked for $4,000 to support his army.35
Apparently Sanchez, Perez, and Figueredo agreed with
Sanguily's assessment and composed an urgent telegram to Jose
Marti in New York: "It's impossible to delay any longer. Julio
Sanguily needs money, which was confirmed by Teodoro Perez in
his report. Rely immediately, Serafin, Fernando, Teodoro." Marti's
answer was not what the three expected. He assured the Key West
partisans that both he and Mmez were confident in their plan and
needed more time to implement their arrangements. According to
Paz, they intended to use the most experienced and influential army
officers to lead three revolutionary expeditions into the most important Cuban provinces. To assure a sufficient number of soldiers and
ample quantities of arms and munitions, Marti needed additional
time to complete his plans for war. The Convention relayed Marti's
message to Sanguily and indicated its support Marti's plan.36
The following month, on September 13, 1893, Josi Marti
addressed the Council of Presidents in Key West to update them
on the progress of his preparations. He informed those present
that his plan was going very well and that it was critically important
for those in Cuba to know that the patriots in Key West were working towards their liberation. Marti mentioned that he might not
be able to return to Key West because it was necessary for him to
operate in absolute secrecy in order to affect his plan; however, he
wanted them to know that he loved them and that he was grateful
for their patriotic support of his efforts. The members of the Luz
de Yara (Convention) demonstrated their support for the Delegate
Marti at the September 17, 1893 meeting when they voted not to
take any action without his approval. This vote of confidence for
Marti essentially ended the power struggle between the PRC and
the Convention. By giving Marti their unconditional support, the
Convention would no longer operate independently of the PRC.~'
35. ANC: op. cit.; Abad, "Documentos del Partido Revolucionario Cubano, IX,"
Universidad de La Habana 239 (Sept-Dec 1990), 99.
36. Ibid, 107-09; Paz, 7475.
37. Abad, "Documentos del Partido Revolucionario Cubano VIII," Universidad de
La Habana 238 (May-Aug 1990) 101-07.
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Marti appointed J.D. Poyo as the PRC agent in Key West and
made him responsible for the recruitment of expeditionary soldiers in addition to the procurement of arms and munitions. An
alarmed Spanish consul notified the authorities in the U.S. and
Spain that clubs were equipping and preparing soldiers to fight
in Cuba.
Clubs are being formed to equip expeditions and to train
recruits in the use of arms. They are planning to send
expeditions from here to support the revolutionary soldiers in Cuba when the war breaks out. A number of
recruits have already purchased their own rifles and they
are ready to leave for Cuba when they receive their orders.
There is a group of local insurgents who plan to apply for
a license to sell arms in Key West. They plan to purchase
some 500 rifles and stockpile them here until they are
ready to be sent to Cuba.38
However, once again strikes in the cigar factories in Key West
in 1893 interfered with the revolution by producing a significant
change in the leadership of the Convention and adversely affecting the financial resources of the PRC. The Spanish consul reported in July 1893 that 4,000 cigar workers were unemployed.39 The
economic impact due to the closing of the cigar factories forced
many workers to relocate to Tampa including prominent leaders
of the Convention Fernando Figueredo and Francisco Ibern.
However, the momentum for the war within Cuba and abroad continued to grow and in December 1894Jose Marti, Enrique Collazo,
and Mayia Rodriguez signed the order for the revolution to begin
(Ordin de Alzamiento).
The Role of the Convention during the War of 1895
In January 1895, Marti suffered a major setback when the U.S.
authorities prevented his expedition from leaving Fernandina
Beach. Although momentarily stymied, he met with Jose Maria
Rodriguez and Enrique Collazo in New York on January 29, 1895
and the three revolutionaries agreed to proceed with their plans to
initiate the war in Cuba. With the signed Order to Revolt (Orden
38. Ultramar H 2894, doc. no. 90,9 Septemberl893, MAE.
39. Ultramar H 2894, doc. no. 39, 19July 1893, MAE.
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de Alzamiento) in hand, Marti's emissary, Gonzalo de Quesada,
traveled first to Tampa and then to Key West where he gave the
order to Juan de Dios Barrios, a local cigar worker. According to
Manuel Deulofeu, Barrios personally carried three copies of the
orders to Havana, where he delivered them to Juan Gualberto
G6mez, who in turn, handed the three copies to his courier,
Manuel de la Cruz. Cruz delivered a copy to Las Villas, Camaguey
and the Oriente. Deulofeu's account of how the order was sent to
Cuba is confirmed by Gbmez, who acknowledged that he received
the copies of the Orden de Alzamiento in early February and that
the documents were addressed to him and to certain military leaders in the provinces.40
Paz also noted that Barrios was an active member of the PRC
and that when he delivered the orders to Juan Gualberto G6mez
in Havana, copies of the orders were forwarded to Guillermo
Moncada in Santiago de Cuba, Salvador Cisneros Betancourt in
Camagiiey and Francisco Carrillo in Remedios. In order to set the
date for the revolution, G6mez met with Julio Sanguily,Jose Maria
Aguirre, Antonio Lopez Coloma, and Pedro Betancourt in
Havana. At that meeting, the military commanders of the different provinces decided to initiate the War of 1895.41
On March 31, 1895, an expedition from Costa Rica carrying
Antonio Maceo and Flor Crombet landed in Baracoa. The following month, Miiximo G6mez and Jose Marti arrived from Haiti.
Only two months after the promising beginning, news arrived on
June 29, 1895 of the death of Josk Marti. As the Council of
Presidents recognized, Marti's death came at a crucial time for the
war when supplies, arms, and munitions were badly needed to sustain the revolution. Rallying behind their cause, the imigre leaders dispatched one of the most significant expeditions in July 1895
from No Name Key in the Florida Straits. Generals Carlos Roloff,
Serafin Siinchez, and Mayia Rodriguez led this third expedition
from their campsite near Big Pine Key. This expedition was organized by J.D. Poyo, the PRC's General Delegate in Key West and
Tom& Estrada Palma, who had replaced Jose Marti as the PRC's
Delegate. The expedition successfully landed its army of 153 soldiers, and a cargo of 300 rifles, 300 machetes, 300,000 bullets,
40. Manuel Deulofeu, Marti, Cayo Hueso y Tampa, 285 and Juan Gualberto Mmez,
Por Cuba Libre, 348-49 in Paz, 185-87.
41. Ibid.
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dynamite, rope, and medical supplies at Tallabacoa, Tunas de Zaza
on July 24.42
Although not always acknowledged for their efforts, emigre
clubs in New York, Philadelphia, Boston, New Orleans, Tampa,
and Key West provided key support for the war. Fermin V.
Dominguez writing in his Diaq of a Soldier on March 8, 1896 noted
the important contributions made by the emigre centers in Tampa
and Key West.
Today, we heard that the U.S. government passed a resolution to recognize a state of belligerency. If this is
true, there is no doubt that this recognition was
brought about by the efforts of the emigres especially
those who live in Florida. This war is different from the
Ten Years War. This is a revolution of the people, not
the work of a few rich men. The poor have worked hard
to provide much needed support for our army. The
cigar workers in Key West bought the first rifles and
generously sent their contributions to Enrique Collazo
to support the efforts in Havana. The expeditions that
are arriving in Cuba are largely due to the emigres in
Key West and Tampa.43
Poyo in Key West and Figueredo in Tampa led the insurgent
efforts in Florida to recruit soldiers, outfit expeditions, maintain
communications with key agents, and administer PRC funds.
The following letter addressed to Poyo in December 1895 substantiates his involvement in recruiting soldiers for the Cuban
Liberating Army.
December 1895: We, Cubans who have willingly signed
below, would like to enlist as soldiers in the liberating
army. We pledge our lives to the PRC and volunteer for
duty when we are called to s e ~ c e . ~ ~
Throughout the War of 1895, Figueredo and Poyo collaborated to carry out the directives of the PRC. In the following letter, Figueredo relays the instructions he had received from the
PRC.
42. Justo Carrillo Morales, Expediciones Cubanas (Havana 1930), 5 M .
43. Fermin Valdks Dominguez, Dian'o de Soldado (Havana 1972), v.1, 192-93.
44. Gobierno de la Revoluci6n, leg. 47, no. 6484, ANC.
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Cuban insurgent headquarters in Key West. Photograph courtesy of Monroe County
Public Libray.

December 9,1895
Dear Patriot,
Please provide Commander Trujillo y Armas the monies
necessary to come to Tampa by steamer on December 11.
I am sending you this message on behalf of the instructions I received from the PRC.
Fernando Figueredo, PRC agent for ~ l o r i d a . ~ ~
Poyo also received directives from the army commanders in
Cuba. The following letter from Major General Calixto Garcia is
an appeal to the emigres of Key West and Tampa to raise monies
for Calixto's expedition, which arrived in Cuba on March 24, 1896.
Send Felix Iznaga to collect the men that he has been
assigned. He will inform you of their locations. I am confident that you will assist him with your powerful influence
45. Gobierno de la Revoluci6n de 1895: leg. 47, no. 6491, ANC.
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and with the means necessary to ensure his success in his
commission. Note that it is necessary to outfit the expeditionary soldiers with warm clothing and with provisions for
their trip.
Any of the telegrams that you send me, should be given to
XXX so that he can transmit the coded messages to
Fernando Figueredo.
General Calixto I ~ i i ~ u e z . ~ ~
Fermin V. Dominguez, secretary to Commander in Chief
M5ximo G6mez routinely updated Poyo on the progress of the
war. In Diario,Fermin Valdes noted on December 14, 1896 that
G m e z was so offended by a letter he had received from the officers of Cuba's provisional government that he was marching
towards the western provinces to turn the command of the army
over to Antonio Maceo. In an effort to resolve this military crisis,
Valdes solicited Poyo's help in organizing a protest from abroad in
support of G6mez. He asked Poyo to share this information with
the president of the Club Luz de Yara since this club played such
an important role within the Cuban on vent ion.^'
Despite their key role in carrying out the revolution, imigri
communities refused to engage in the political work in Cuba. On
August 16,1897, Valdis noted in Diario that the provisional government of Cuba had notified Cubans living abroad that they had the
right to vote for their choice of representatives to attend the
Constitutional Assembly. A special commission from the Secretary
of Foreign Relations brought the notice to the Cuban imigri tenters of Key West, Tampa, and New York. The emigres in Key West
and Tampa decided that they would not exercise their right to vote
because they did not want politics to interfere with their mission,
which is to provide the army with munitions and equipment. The
emigre colonies in Florida were united in their effort, and they
didn't want politics to interfere with their work. Representatives
from Key West and Tampa thanked the Secretary of Foreign
Affairs for offering them the opportunity to vote but they respectfully declined to participate in the elections. The members in New
York held a public meeting and passed a similar resolution to the
effect that they would not vote as well.
46. Ibid.
47. Fermin Valdes Dominguez, Diario de Soldado (Havana 1974), v.3,2630.
48. Fermin Vald6 Dominguez, Diario de Soklado (Havana 1974), v.4 , 375.

Published by STARS, 2007

73

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 86 [2007], No. 2, Art. 1

By the end of 1897, the Cuban insurgent army essentially controlled all of island with the exception of some of the major cities.
Historian Louis Perez described the stalemate between the insurgent and the Spanish armies.
Weyler's failure to deliver the decisive military blow to the
separatist insurrection raised doubts among even Spain's
most ardent supporters that the metropolis possessed
either the means or the capacity to defeat the insurgent
armies. The Spanish war effort was going nowhere-and
at great cost...With no prospect of a military end to the
conflict in sight, and economic conditions continuing to
deteriorate, the foundations of Spain's narrow political
base in Cuba began to crack under the strain.49
The economic situation wasn't any better in Key West in
December 1897 as the Club Luz de Yara members complained
about the disorganization in the local Cuban community and the
emigres' failure to meet their monetary quotas for the revolution.
OnJanuary 16,1898, an ad hoc committee of the Club Luz de Yara
cited three reasons for the apparent apathy in their community.
First, the contributions to the PRC fund had dwindled because the
workers were earning less due to the increasing competition of
other cigar factories in Florida and the high cost of importing
tabacco leaves. The second reason was one of morale; fewer fund
raising events were being planned because organizers were having
difficulty finding places to hold public meetings. The third reason
was boredom on part of the residents as they were tired of hearing
the same speakers give the same messages. The emigre colony
longed for a new charismatic leader to motivate them. Still acting
as a front for the Convention, Club Luz de Yara passed a resolution
to invite the Delegate Tom& Estrada Palma to raise the spirits of
the community.50
Estrada Palma, a prominent general during the Ten Years
War, was selected as president of the provisional government in
1876. Spanish troops captured him on October 19, 1877, and
exiled him to Spain, where he remained imprisoned until the war
ended in 1878. After his release, he opened a boys' school in New
49. Louis A. Pkrez, Jr., Cuba Between R e f m and Revolution (New York 2006), 3' ed.,
131-32.
50. Gobierno de la Revolucion de 1895, leg. 47, no. 6540, ANC.
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York and worked closely with Jose Marti in support of the Cuban
cause. After Marti's death in May 1895, Palma was elected as the
Delegate of the Cuban Revolutionary Party. As head of the PRC,
he was responsible for negotiations with the United States and for
fundraising, tasks critical to sustaining the war effort underway in
Cuba. The hard line separatists of Key West supported Palma's
goal for Cuba, complete freedom; no compromise with Spain was
acceptable to Palma or to the separatists in Key West. Palma's visit
to Key West was eagerly anticipated as his participation as a member of the Convention confirmed the continuing importance of
the organization and his role in it.
On February 13, 1898, Estrada Palma attended a meeting of
the Convention, where he was installed as a member of the
Convention and was assigned the number 2, formerly used by Josi
Marti. J.D. Poyo updated Palma on the activities of the Convention
from its establishment in the 1880s to the present, reassuring him
that the Convention would support the government of the
Republic of Cuba.
Several months later on April 10, 1898, Poyo received a letter
from the PRC headquarters in New York instructing the
Convention to relay the message that the Spanish were promoting
the lie that an armistice had been declared in their attempt to
delay any action by the U.S. government. After informing the
community of this notice, Poyo was instructed to report the community's reaction to Estrada ~ a l m a .Later
~ ~ that month on April
22, President McKinley issued a proclamation calling for the
recruitment of 125,000 soldiers to fight as volunteers in the
Spanish American War.
On May 8, 1898, J. D. Poyo reported at a meeting of the
Convention that the PRC treasury had declined significantly due
to the belief among the emigre centers that the U.S. government
would soon intervene in Cuba and the costs for the war would now
become the responsibility of the U.S. government. Poyo argued
that the PRC had accumulated considerable debt and the only
way to pay the amount due on their credit was by collecting donations from the t5migris.52 However, his pleas were overshadowed
by the actions of the American forces. By the end of June, the
U.S. Navy had surrounded Admiral Cervera's Spanish fleet in the
51. Ibid.
52. Ibid.
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harbor at Santiago de Cuban and the U.S. Army had landed its
troops at Daiquiri.
The last entry in the Convention Book of Minutes was dated
August 28, 1898. At the meeting, the PRC agent from Havana,
Juan Gualberto Gbmez, who was also a member of the Luz de Yara,
was installed as a member of the Convention and was assigned the
number 21. Gualberto G m e z updated the members on the plan
to disband the PRC and read the motion that he would present to
the Cuban emigre colony at the San Carlos on the next day. The
members congratulated him on his work and wished him success
in his mission.53
After the war, Fernando Figueredo remarked that it would be
a crime if historians failed to acknowledge the important role that
the emigre colony in Key West played in the wars of independence
for Cuba.54 The dedication and self-sacrifice of patriots such as
J.D. Poyo, Fernando Figueredo, and Francisco Lamadriz contributed to the success of the military campaign in Cuba. As a lasting tribute for their efforts, Vald6 Dominguez remarked, "The
cooperation of the Convention was crucial to the establishment of
the Partido (PRC), and after it was established, the Convention
served as a guardian to ensure that the fundamental principles of
the PRC were preserved. When Cuba gains her liberty, the silence
will be broken and all will know the debt Cuba owes to the
C ~ n v e n t i o n . " Bringing
~~
the correspondence of the Convention
to scholarly attention restores the imigre communities to their
place in the history of the Cuban revolution and breaks the silence
of a century.

53. Ibid.
54. Fernando Figueredo, "En Cayo Hueso," &vista de Cayo Hueso I1 (May 1898),
16.
55. Vald6 Dominguez, op. cit, 18.
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CUBAN
CONVENTION

Appendix I
Selected Articles of the Cuban Convention
Article 1

The Corporation shall be known as the Cuban
Convention and its membership is limited to 25.

Article 2

Its members are sworn to secrecy; none can acknowledge membership in the organization or reveal anything that is said in its meetings.

Article 3

Members must be at least 25 years old and must be
natives of Cuba, second generation Cubans or foreigners who have served in the independence movement.

Article 6

Members who organize revolutionary clubs must
ensure that their club follows the mission of the
Cuban Convention.

Article 7

Newly elected members of the Cuban Convention
must register with the Secretarywho will assign them
a number; this number will be used in lieu of their
name in the official records of the meetings.

Article 8

A president, vice president, secretary, vice secretary,
treasurer and vice treasury will be elected by secret
ballot each year on October 31.

Article 12

Two working committees will be responsible for carrying out the work of the Cuban Convention. These
two action committees are Finance and War, and
Correspondence.

Article 14

Since this Convention is a secret corporation, all of
its public activities will be carried out under the
name of Club Luz de Yara.

Article 15

Distinguished visitors may attend a meeting only
after having been approved to do so by a unanimous
vote taken by secret ballot.

Article 17

Each member of the Cuban Convention will swear
on their word of honor to do everything possible to
achieve independence for Cuba and Puerto Rico
regardless of where they may be residing; to dedicate
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themselves to affect a revolution in Cuba as soon as
possible; and to attend all of the regular and special
meetings of the organization.

Article 18

Prior to the start of the revolution in Cuba, the
Cuban Conventionwill fulfill its mission to prepare,
organize, and assist the war against Spain, primarily
in Cuba, and will acquire all of the arms and munitions needed to sustain the war.

Article 25

The first task of the Cuban Convention is to identify
agents in Cuba and abroad who are committed to
establishing a new republic in the Antilles.

Article 26

The Convention will not force its will, directly or
indirectly, on co- conspirators in Cuba or to the
organizers of the Revolution living abroad. It will
limit itself to supporting those within Cuba and to
assisting those abroad to secure the necessary
resources in preparation for the Revolution; once
the war begins, the Convention will support the civil
government recognized by the Cuban Liberating
Army during its military operations.

Article 27

Under no circumstances will the Convention set a
date for the Revolution to begin in Cuba; the role of
the Convention is to assist and support the revolutionaries when they determine that the time is right
to initiate the war. 56

56. Fondo Revolucion de 1895, file 17. No. 2936, Archivo Nacional de Cuba
(ANC) -
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Appendix I1
Members of the Cuban Convention
ANC

Abad
Serafin
Sinchez
Tomis E.
Palma

1
Tom& E. Palma
JosC Marti

3
Carlos Roloff
---4
J.M. Navarro

5

Francisco
Ibern
Serafin Bello

Ram6n Rivera

6

,

.

lo

.

a
-

Antonio
Carrasco
Teodoro
Perez

--

C.L.
Castellanos
J.D.Poyo

-11
l2
l3
14

l5
16
17
18

20

Lagomasino
Serafin
Jose Marti
Sfinchez
Josi Francisco JosC Francisco
Lamadriz
Lamadriz

Estrada
Serafin
Sinchez

Carlos Roloff

--

Alpizar Poyo

--

J.M. Navarro
Ram6n Rivera
Serafin Bello
.--

Serafin Bello

.

--.

.

Carlos Recio

Antonio Diaz
Carrasco

Teodoro
Perez
Gerardo

Teodoro
Pirez

J.D.Poyo

Francisco
Ibern

C.L.
J.D.Poyo

Carlos Recio

Carlos Recio

Teodoro
Pirez
Gerard0

Teodoro
Perez
Gerard0

Castellanos

-J.D.Poyo

J.D.Poyo

A. Silva
Fernando
F. Carmillon>
Fernando
Fernando
Figueredo
Fermin Valdes
Figueredo
Figueredo
Joaquin
Emilio
Joaquin
Osorio
Ayermich
Osorio
Manuel Noda Manuel Noda
-Ramon
Ram6n
Ram6n
Dobarganes
Dobarganes
Dobarganes
Francisco
Francisco
Calderon
Calderon
Manuel Delgado
Manuel Delgado
Manuel Delgado
--Carlos Marin
Carlos Marin
Angel
Angel
Angel
Figueredo
Figueredo
Figueredo
-Nicolas Salinas
Castellanos
Nicolas Salinas
A. Silva
Francisco
Carmillon
Emilio
Aymerich
Manuel Noda
Ram6n
Dobarganes
.- Francisco
Calderon

---

21

Juan Gualberto
G6mez

22

Jos6 Toledo

23

Josk Becerra

24

Fraancisco
Fleitas

--

Juan Gualberto
G6mez
Jose Rogelio
Castillo

J ~ ~~ P ~
Jose Becerra>
Pedro Someillan
Francisco
Fleitas

Jose
l R"gelio
~
Castillo

d

~

-

Sources: The names of the members were derived from the following sources:
ANC: Gobierno de la Revolucion de 1895, file 17, no. 2936; Diana Abad,
"Documentos Referidos a1 Club Luz de Yara y la Convenci6n Cubana," Universidad
de La Habana 231-40, Alpizar Poyo, op. cit; Luis Lagomasino, "Retrazos de la
Historia Patria," in Pais Uune 1892); Paul Estrada, El Convenci6nal No. 2: Josi
Marti, Miembro de la Convencicin Cubana de Cayo Hueso: Anuario Centro de
Estudios Martianos, 14.
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Why Was Antebellum Florida Murderous?
A ~uantitativeAnalysis of Homicide in
Florida, 1821-1861
By James M. Denham and Randolph Roth
efore the Civil War, Florida was one of the most murderous
places in the United States. Its homicide rate was rivaled
only by Texas and California.' When it came to murders of
or by blacks, Florida was typical for a slave state. But its white citizens killed each other at an extraordinary rate-usually three or
four times the rate in most other slave states and eight to ten times
the prevailing rate during the Second Seminole War, 1835-42, and
the secession crisis, 1858-61.
Why were whites so likely to kill each other in antebellum
Florida? The homicide rate rose among whites in every slave
state in the early nineteenth century, as revolutionary ideals and
aspirations disrupted the class-bound social hierarchy of the
plantation South. Poor and middle-class whites grew impatient
with their standing in society and prominent whites resented
challenges to their authority, which led to deadly confronta-

James M. Denham is Professor of History and directs the Center for Florida History
at Florida Southern College in Lakeland, Florida. Randolph Roth is an Associate
Professor of History at Ohio State University. He is co-founder of the Historical
Violence Database, a collaborative international project to gather data on the history of violent crime and violent death. The authors would like to thank Florida
Southern College for providing a summer stipend to support the authors' collaboration at the Historical Violence Database at Ohio State University.
1. James M. Denham, A Rogue's Paradise: Crime and Punishment in Antebellum
florida, 1821-1861 (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 1997), ix.
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tions. But the homicide rate rose much higher among whites in
Florida because of the state's troubled political history. Only
Texas and California experienced political instability on the
scale that Florida did during the Patriot War, the Seminole
Wars, and the secession crisis. The lawlessness and political violence of those years left a lasting legacy. And no state had more
trouble establishing a strong government that was legitimate in
the eyes of its citizens, thanks to a quarter century of rule by a
territorial government that was perceived by most citizens as corrupt and ineffectual.
Florida's territorial government spent too little on law
enforcement to secure the state's borders, suppress criminal
gangs, or catch and convict murderers. Its jails were too flimsy
to hold the suspects it did catch. Citizens therefore took the law
into their own hands, and vigilantism started a cycle of killings
and revenge killings. More important, many settlers perceived
Florida's territorial government as corrupt, because most of its
officials served at the pleasure of politicians in Washington, not
Florida's voters. That undermined confidence in public officials and left Florida's white citizens feeling unrepresented and
powerless. If they felt they could not get a fair hearing in court
on a property dispute, they killed their opponents. If they
believed their political opponents were unethical or unaccountable, they challenged them to duels, ambushed them, or
lynched them. Whenever they felt their lives or property to be
at risk they were quick to use violence, since they believed no
one else would protect them. Political instability, poor law
enforcement, and political alienation thus made Florida an
extraordinarily homicidal place.
Determining Florida's homicide rate offers special challenges.
It is harder to study homicide in Florida than in any other southern state. Most court minutes books and nearly all case files and
coroner's inquests have been lost; and Florida newspapers did a
poor job covering homicides due to poor communications and a
lack of local correspondents. Florida newspapers rarely mentioned homicides, and when they did, they usually failed to discuss
the motives or circumstances of those crimes. The state's financial
records, which list payments for the arrest, confinement, and trial
of many homicide suspects, fill the gap to some degree, as do the
state proclamations that called upon citizens and local authorities
to apprehend fugitive murder suspects. But these records seldom

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 86 [2007], No. 2, Art. 1

identify the murder victim, and they say little or nothing about the
particulars of the murders themselves2
Florida's records are thus terribly incomplete, and we must
make strong assumptions to fill the gaps mathematically.
Nevertheless, the raw count of homicides in Florida's surviving
records is much higher in proportion to the population than the
counts that have been made in Virginia, North Carolina, South
Carolina, and Georgia, which are based on more complete
records. And when we use simple mathematics to estimate the
number of homicides that probably occurred, the difference
between Florida and other slave states is stunning.
Surviving records contain evidence of 401 homicides in
Florida, 1821-1861,which include at least 10 homicides committed
by Native Americans and 51 homicides committed by African
Americans. The extant evidence says nothing about the identity of
the victim in 30 percent of these cases and offers no information as
to motive or circumstance in 61 percent (Table 1). We can
improve upon the first percentage because Florida's judicial system
had a clear policy toward African Americans found guilty of homicide. Every convicted black who was known to have killed a white
person was found guilty of murder and sentenced to death. Every
convicted black who was known to have killed a black person was
found guilty of manslaughter and whipped. We can therefore with
some certainty classify unknown victims of black "rnandaughterers"
as black and unknown victims of black "murderers" as white. There
was no clear pattern, however, in the convictions of white homicide
suspects, so we cannot predict the race of their unidentified victims.
But we can extrapolate the race of the remaining unknown victims
from the race of the known victims of black and white murderers.
We have inferred the race of 112 known victims-28 percent-by
extrapolation. We made separate extrapolations for 182145 and
1846-61 to take into account improvements in crime reporting and
record keeping after Florida became a state.
The next task is to account for gaps in the evidence caused by
the loss of records, the failure of newspapers to report murders systematically, and the failure of the authorities to investigate all of
2.

The research for this essay was completed by James M. Denham. The primary
sources he examined are listed in Denham, Rogue's Paradise,341-50.The data
are available through the Historical Violence Database at the Criminal Justice
Research Center at Ohio State University (www.sociology.ohi0-state.edu/
cjrc/ hvd) .
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Table 1
Florida Homicides, 1821-1861: Estimates, Inferences, and
Extrapolations
Known Homicides Estimated Homicides
Total

401

Unknown motive

243
(-61)

Race of victim not inferred1

120
(-30)

Race of victim not inferred2

112
(-28)

60'7

318

(.52)

Only 1 percent of Florida's inhabitants were free blacks, so victims and suspects
who had surnames and were not identified as free blacks were assumed to be
whites.
All indicted black suspects who were found guilty of killing whites were found
guilty of murder (16 cases). All indicted black suspects who were found guilty of
killing blacks were found guilty of manslaughter (8 cases). Thus, in cases where
the race of the alleged victim of a black homicide suspect is unknown, the race of
the victim was assumed to be white if the suspect was found guilty of murder (3
cases) and black if the suspect was found guilty of manslaughter (5 cases).

the suspected homicides that came to their attention. There is no
way to estimate the actual number of homicides that occurred
without the help of forensic evidence, but we can estimate, using
"matching list" mathematics, the number of suspected homicides
that came to the attention of the public at the time, even if contemporaries failed to write about those homicides or if their writings have been lost.3 As long as a homicide had a statistical chance
of turning up in a court record, inquest, newspaper, or diary-that
is, as long as someone other than the murderer and victim suspected homicide and spoke about it with someone else-we can "recover" that homicide mathematically. The same technique is used by
epidemiologists and demographers to estimate the number of people who have AIDS, for example, or the number of people in a particular census category, such as the homeless.

3.

This is the methodology used in Randolph Roth, "Child Murder in New
England." Social Science Histmy 25 (Spring 2001): 101-47.
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We divided the records of homicides into two lists. One list
contains cases found in legal records (minute books, case files,
inquests, proclamations, vouchers, pardons, etc.) and the other
contains cases found in other records (newspapers, memoirs,
diaries, letters). These two lists are not completely independent,
statistically speaking. Homicides that enter the legal process are
more likely to leave traces in non-legal records than vice versa,
because they are likely to be discussed widely and repeatedly.
Because the two lists are not completely independent, our estimate
of homicides in Florida will be low, probably by about 10 to 15 percent. But the lists are to a great degree independent, and the
downward bias in the estimates they yield should be steady from
year to year.
The matching list method looks at the degree to which the two
lists of homicides overlap.4 If a large proportion of homicides
appears on both lists, we can predict that most cases appear in the
surviving records, and we can estimate the number of homicides
that came to the attention of the public with a great deal of confidence. The "standard errors" of our estimates are small relative to
the estimated number of homicides. If a small proportion of
homicides appears on both lists, we can predict that most cases do
not appear in the surviving records, and we can estimate the number of homicides that came to the attention of the public with less
confidence. The "standard errors" of our estimates for Florida are
large relative to the estimated number of homicides, because we
don't know if the surviving records are missing "a lot" of homicides, "an awful lot" of homicides, or "a tremendous number" of
homicides.
How many homicides do we estimate occurred in Florida?
The degree of under-enumeration varies by period and by the race
of the assailant (Tables 2 and 3). If we split our matching-list analysis in 1845/6, we estimate that 607 homicides came to the attention of the public in antebellum Florida-51 percent more than
appear in the surviving records. Given the large number of known
white assailants, we can refine the analysis further and estimate the
number of white murderers in discrete historical periods, such as
4.

Ibid. The formula for estimating the number of homicides that do not
appear in the surviving records is simple: multiply the number of homicides
found only in legal records by the number of homicides found only in other
records, and divide that product by the number of homicides found in both
legal and other records.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol86/iss2/1

84

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 86, Number 2

Table 2
Estimates from Matched Lists of the Number of Adult Homicide
Victims in Florida, 1821-1845
Homicides committed by:
Blacks
--

-

Indians

Whites

All Assailants

-

.79

.75

.73

-73

Located only
in legal records

6

1

54

61

Located only
in other sources

8

1

31

40

Located in
legal records and
in other sources

8

1

37

46

Number of
homicides
found

22

3

122

147

Estimated
number of
homicides

28.0

4.0

167.2

200.0

4.6

2.0

14.3

15.2

Percentage of
estimated
homicides found

Standard error
of estimated
homicides

the Second or Third Seminole Wars (Table 4). The results of the
two analyses are similar enough to build confidence in the quality
of the estimates. But the gaps in our knowledge about the motives,
circumstances, and victims in Florida homicides are greater than
we first thought. We do not know the race of the victim in 52 percent of the homicides that we believe occurred or the motive or
circumstance in 74 percent (Table 1). It is impossible, therefore,
to estimate the rate of rare homicides, such as spousal murders,
and it requires considerable extrapolation to estimate interracial
and intraracial homicide rates for blacks and whites.

Published by STARS, 2007

85

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 86 [2007], No. 2, Art. 1

Table 3
Estimates from Matched Lists of the Number of Adult Homicide
Victims in Florida, 1846-1861
Homicides committed by:
Blacks
Percentage of
.74
estimated
homicides found

Indians
1.OO

Whites
.59

Located only
in legal records

16

0

118

Located only
in other sources

5

3

56

Located in
legal records and
in other sources

8

4

44

Number of
homicides
found

29

7

218

Estimated
number of
homicides

39.0

7.0

368.2

7.0

0.0

35.4

Standard error
of estimated
homicides

All ~ssailants

To calculate homicide rates, we divided the number of homicides by the population at risk and multiplied by 100,000, as the
Federal Bureau of Investigation does:
Homicide rate = (number of homicides /population at risk) * 100,000

A common objection to historical homicide estimates is that it is
impossible to produce reliable rates for places that have small
populations or few homicides. It would certainly be a mistake to
make too much of Florida's homicide rate in a particular year,
given that its population as late as 1830 was only 35,000. Its homihttps://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol86/iss2/1
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Table 4
Estimates from Matched Lists of the Number of Adult Homicide
Victims in Florida, 1821-1861
Homicides committed by whites:
Percentage of
estimated
homicides
found

Estimated number
of homicides

Standard
error of
estimated
homicides

cide rate "per 100,000 persons per year" could be high if three
dozen homicides occurred in a given year, while the following
year it might drop to a moderate level if only a dozen o ~ c u r r e d . ~
But it is possible to produce reliable homicide rates for longer
stretches of time, because the cumulative number of people at
risk of being murdered for a year becomes large very quickly.
That is why the homicide rates here are calculated for time periods, rather than single years.6
Our initial estimates of the homicide rates for whites and
blacks (using the estimates of the number of homicides by black
and Indian assailants in Tables 2 and 3, and by white assailants in
Table 4) appear in Figures 1 and 2. The census figures for
Florida's population were also adjusted for underenumeration,
to ensure that Florida's homicide rates would not be biased
5.

6.

See, for example, Robert R. Dykstra, "Overdosing on Dodge City," Western
Historical QuarterI,y 27 (1996), 505-14; and "Body Counts and Murder Rates:
The Contested Statistics of Western Violence," Reviews in American Histo9 31
(2003), 55463.
See Randolph Roth, "Guns, Murder, and Probability: How Can We Decide
Which Figures to Trust?" Reviews in American History 35 (2007): 168-73.
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Figure 1
White Homicide Rates in Florida, 1828-1 861
(per f OaOOO p e m ages 16 and dder per par)

Note: The numbers of homicides committed by black and Indian assailants were
estimated separately for 1821-45 and 184661. The numbers of homicides committed by white assailants were estimated separately for 1821-7, 1828-34, 183542, 18435, 184654, 1855-7, and 1858-61.

upward by a failure to correct both terms in the equation for
homicide rates.'
What do they show? Florida was very homicidal, even for a
southern state. The homicide rate for black adults was not unusual
before the late 1850s-10 to 14 per 100,000 persons per year, a bit
higher than the 8 per 100,000 in the four counties that have been
studied in Virginia, but the same as in Hony and Edgefield counties
in South Carolina and in Franklin, Jasper, and Wilkes counties in
G e ~ r g i a .The
~ rate at which whites were murdered by blacks was
7.

8.

The population figures from the federal censuses of Florida were also corrected
for underenumeration, using the method outlined in Randolph Roth, "Child
Murder in New England," S o d ScienceHirtory 25 (2001): 129-35. The underenumeration figures for whites were from James D. Hacker, "The Human Cost of
War: White Population in the United States, 1850-1880" (Ph. D. dissertation:
University of Minnesota, 1999) and for blacks from A. J. Coale and N. W. Rives,
"A Statistical Reconstruction of the Black Population of the United States, 18801970," Population Index 39 (1973): 3-36. An additional 1 percent was added to
the population to account for the probably higher level of underenumeration in
Florida, and an additional 5 percent on top of that to the population of free
blacks to account for the probably higher level of underenumeration nationwide.
The data from Virginia, South Carolina, and Georgia are from Randolph
Roth's forthcoming study of American homicide. The data for the Virginia
counties are from Amelia, Lancaster, Rockbridge, and Surry, 1800-63. The
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Note: The numbers of homicides committed by black were estimated separately for
182145and 1846-61. The numbers of homicides committed by white assailants were
estimated separatelyfor 1821-7,182834,183M2,18435,1846-54,1855'7, and 185861.
homicide rates for Rockbridge County and for the counties in Georgia, 1815
1863, are matching-list estimates from newspapers, local histories, and newspapers. The rates for Amelia, Lancaster, and Surry are from court records,
case files, coroner's inquests, and local histories, because Virginia newspapers
failed to report on crime in those counties. The rates for Edgefield County,
18441863,and Horry County, 1849-63,are from typescripts of their coroner's
records, available at the University of South Carolina Library.
The legal records for the counties studied in Ceorgia and Virginia are available at their respective county courthouses, the Libmy of Virginia, or the Georgia
Department of History and Archives. The estimate for Rockbridge County relies
on a systematic reading of the surviving issues of newspapers published in
Fincastle, Lexington,and Staunton,-rginia, 1790-1821 (available at the Libraxy of
Virginia in the Valley of Virginia newspaper collection) and of the following newspapers: Lexington Gazette, 1835-63; Republican F a m (Staunton),1822-3;Rockbridg
Intelligmcer (Lexington), 182332; and Union (Lexington), 1832-5. The estimates
for the Georgia counties rely on Tad Evans's superb indexes of the Baldwin
County, Georgia newspapers: Tad Evans, Baldwin Counp, Gmgw Nezuspaper
Clifi'ngs (Union Recmdm), 18301887, 12 v. (Savannah: T. Evans, 19947); Tad
Newspaper Clippings ( S o u t h Recorder), 18201872,12 v.
Evans, MiUedgevz'Ue, GeqorSza,
Savannah: T. Evans (19957); and Fred R. Hartz, Emily K. Hartz, and Tad Evans,
Geneabgxal Abstracts of t h G e w Journal (MilledpUe) Nauspafms, 1809-1840,5 v.
(Vidalia and Savannah: T. Evans, 1990-5). Other Georgia newspapers consulted
include: Augusta Chrmkle, 17851815; F W and Monitrw, (Washington), 181415;
Monitw and Impartial Obseruer (Washington),1802-9;and WashingtonNews, 181M 0 .
The research on the Virginia and Georgia counties was completed in collaboration with James Watkinson of the Libray of Virginia and Kenneth WheeIer of
Reinhardt College. The research was supported by grants from the National
Science Foundation and the National Endowment for the Humanities.
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also typical for a Southern state-an average of 4 per 100,000 persons per year. But the rate at which white adults murdered each
other truly stands out. That rate never fell below 36 per 100,000persons per year. During the Second SeminoleWar, 1835-42,it reached
71 per 100,000. It rose to 56 per 100,000 during the Third Seminole
War and to 86 per 100,000 on the eve of the Civil War. In Virginia,
the rate at which whites murdered each other was only 5 or 6 per
100,000 persons per year, except in the decade that followed Nat
Turner's rebellion, when it fell to near zero. In Franklin,Jasper, and
Wilkes counties in Georgia, the rate was 10 to 15 per 100,000; in
Edgefield County, South Carolina, it was 13 per 100,000; and in
Horry County, South Carolina, it was 27 per 100,000. Thus the rate
at which white Floridians killed each other was far higher than in the
rest of the slave South. Only California (and probably Texas) had
comparable rates. The rate among whites in southern and central
California was at least 40 per 100,000 adults per year, 1850-65: and
will probably prove to have been much higher, once matching-list
estimates are available.10 Florida should be linked historically with
Texas and California as an extremely violent state.
We can get a more immediate sense of how homicidal Florida
was by converting its homicide rate to a "risk." What was the
chance that a white adult who lived in Florida would have been
murdered by another white? We can turn rates into "risks" by
using the following formula:
Risk = 100,000 / (homicide rate

* years of exposure)

Claire V. McKanna, Jr., Race and Homicide in Nineteenth-Centuv California
(Reno: University of Nevada Press, 2002); Kevin J. Mullen, Dangerous Strangers:
Minority Newcomers and Criminal Violence in the Urban West, 1850-2000 (New
York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2005); and Eric H. Monkkonen, "Los Angeles
Homicides, 1830-2001 [computer file]." Los Angeles: University of California
at Los Angeles, 2005. Together, the counties these authors studied contained
57% of the population of southern and central California. The data are available through the Historical Violence Database at Ohio State University.
10. From newspaper accounts alone, the total homicide rate in California was at
least 186 per 100,000 adults per year in 1848, 231 in 1854, and 234 in 1855.
See John Boessenecker, Gold Dust and Gunsmoke: Tales of Gold Rush Outlaws,
Gunfighters, Lawmen, and Vigilantes (New York: John Wiley, 1999), 323-5. San
Francisco, studied by Mullen, was probably the least homicidal county in early
California; and McKanna estimates the homicide rates for the seven counties
in his study from court records and coroner's inquests, not newspapers.
Systematic research has yet to be completed on homicide in antebellum
Texas, but given the similarity between the anecdotal evidence available for
Texas and that available for California and Florida, its homicide rate was
probably extremely high as well.

9.
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A person exposed to a homicide rate of 36 per 100,000 for their
entire adult life-an average of 43 years in the United States in the
mid-nineteenth century for persons who reached the age of 16"would have stood a 1 in 65 chance of being murdered. And a person exposed to a rate of 86 per 100,000 would have stood a 1 in 27
chance of being murdered.
Why were whites so extraordinarily likely to kill each other in
Florida? The homicides for which we know something about
motive or circumstance are much like those that occurred
throughout the slave South in the antebellum period. Florida
whites fought for property, for honor, and, when they were drunk,
for the heck of it. They killed when they were snubbed socially,
when they were called names, when they were thrown out of bars
or boarding houses, when they were refused credit, when they lost
at cards, and when neighbors trespassed on their land. The worst
thing that could happen to a white man in the slave South was to
be humiliated by another man. A good number of men were willing to kill or be killed to prevent that from happening.
In the slave South as a whole, the homicide rate was probably 10
to 15 per 100,000 adults per year in the antebellum period: at least
twice what it had been for whites at its low point in the Chesapeake in
the late 1750s and 1760s and three times what it had been for blacks
in the 1780s and 1790s. The homicide problem in the antebellum
South cannot be explained by the presence of slavery or by a traditional code of honor, because the slave South had been only moderately
homicidal in the mid- or lateeighteenth century.l2 The explanation
lies in revolutionary ideas and aspirations, which wrought havoc with
11. Michael R Haines, "Estimated Life Tables for the United States, 185@1910,"
Historical Methods31 (1998): 156. Life Table for both sexes, 1850,ages 1519, e (x) .
12. See, for example, Randolph Roth, "Twin Evils: The Relationship between
Slavery and Homicide in New England, the Chesapeake, and the Shenandoah
Valley, 1677-1800,"in S. Mintz and J. Stauffer, eds., The Problem of Evil: Slavery,
Freedom, and the Ambiguities of American R e f m (Amherst: University of
Massachusetts Press, 2006). The classic works that cite slavery and honor as
the fundamental causes of the antebellum South's high rate of violence are
Bertram Wyatt-Brown, S o u t h Honor: Ethics and Behavior in the Old South (New
York: Oxford University Press, 1982), and Edward L. Ayers, Vengeance and
Justice: Crime and Punishment in the Nineteenth-Century American South (New
York: Oxford University Press, 1984). Wyatt-Brown's recent work, however,
emphasizes as this essay does the contribution of the American Revolution to
Southern violence. See Bertram Wyatt-Brown, The Shaping of Southern Culture:
Honor, Grace, and War, 1760s-1890s (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina
Press, 2005), 31-55.
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slave society in a number of significant ways. Poor and middleclass
whites were increasingly frustrated by their inability to rise in a society
that remained class-bound and hierarchical. Prominent whites were
subjected to the rough and tumble of democracy and seethed at the
way they were treated. Slaves despaired over the failure of the
American Revolution to lead to emancipation in the South, and
whites were more fearfid than ever of black rebellion. As a result,
impatience with restraint and sensitivity to insult were more intense in
the slave South after the Revolution, and the region had more than its
share of deadly quarrels, property disputes, duels, and interracial
killings. In areas of the South where there were few slaves, like mountainous western Virginia, north Georgia, or southwest Missouri, homicide rates were as low as those in the rural North by the 1830s and
1840s.13 Homicide rates correlated strongly in the antebellum South
with the presence or absence of slavery. Because Florida had a large
slave population--over 45 percent statewide by the 1830s-it had the
same homicide problem that other slave states had.
Coming out on top in contests with peers was important to white
men in antebellum Florida-they refused to be "mastered by other
men. Farmers Jim Munden and Elijah Locklear of Lafayette County
shot each other dead when their "daughter swap" went bad. They had
hired their daughters out to each other to work as domestic servants,
but Locklear's daughter ran back home after two days. Munden told
Locklear that he'd kill him if his daughter didn't return, but Locklear
refused to send her back, saying it was her decision. Munden and several friends went p n i n g for Locklear that Saturday night, but
Locklear was ready, and he wounded Munden fatally before he himself was shot.14 Augustus Noyes of Columbia County took offense
13. Again, these data are from Randolph Roth's forthcoming study of American
homicide. They include data from Cabell and Greenbrier counties in
Virginia, and Gilmer and Rabun counties in Georgia. See also the data from
four counties on the Kentucky-Tennesseeborder in William Montell, Killings:
Folk Justice in the Upper South (Lexington: University of Kentucky Press, 1986)
and from Taney County, Missouri, in F. McConkey, The Bald Knobbers or
Citizens' Committee of Taney and Christian Counties, Missouri (Forsyth: Groom
and McConkey, 1887), 38.
14. James M. Denham and Canter Brown, eds. C r a c k Times and Pioneer Lives: The
Florida Reminiscences of George Gillett Keen and Sarah Pamela Williams (Columbia:
University of South Carolina Press, 2000), 80-86. Capt. Frank Sams, another
pioneer, offers a slight variation of Keen's version of this embellished yet historically accurate story to a New York newspaper reporter. The effect is the
same. See Jerald T. Milanich, Frolicking Bears, Wet Vultures, and Other Oddities:
A New York City Journalist in Nineteenth- Century Florida (Gainesville: University
Press of Florida, 2006), 182-85.
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when Dr. John Clyde whipped a slave he had sent on an errand, and
he demanded an apology. Dr. Clyde, unwilling to be called on the
carpet for manhandling a slave he felt had been insolent, replied:
"God d-n you, if you say anything, I will serve you the same way."
Noyes slapped Clyde in the face, "knocked him down and there left
him"; so Clyde tracked Noyes down and shot him dead.15
Anxiety over status was considerable among Florida whites.
George Gillett Keen, a pioneer settler in East Florida, recalled how
much he had wished as a young man that he could have taken part
in the "overseer talk" of the local men he escorted on hunting
trips. "All of them were rich men. I was poor, but a natural born
pioneer with a thorough knowledge of the woods, and was a crack
shot, together with a pack of hounds as good as ever give tongue
on a deer trail." But he couldn't compete with his neighbors when
the talk turned to farming.
One would say, Iv'e [sic] got the best overseer I ever had;
another would say, my overseer is a worthless fellow, a
third would say I am pretty well satisfied with my overseer,
and so on. I would sit there like a bump on a log. You bet
I never wanted anything worse in my life than I wanted a
plantation of niggers so I could talk about my overseer. I
had some niggers, but not enough to have an overseer;
that's what worried me. When hunting time come round
I was in but when overseer talk was the topic of the day I
was ten feet above high water mark on dry land?
Ironically, it was mastery of white men-not slaves-that was the
key to success in the antebellum slave South. And members of the
elite could be ruthless in their judgments of lesser men. For example, Corinna Aldrich, the wife of an officer in the U. S. Army,
referred sneeringly to the white men her aunt employed on her
plantation as " ~ n d e r s t r a p ~ e r s . " ~ ~
-

15. Jacksonville News, 25 December 1846 and 8 January 1847. For other homicides caused by conflicts over the whipping of blacks, see the murders of John
Wilson by William Davis in Santa Rosa County in 1852, Pensacola Gazette, 17
January 1852, and of Rafael Gonzales by Florentino Commyns, Inquest on the
body of Rafael Gonzales, 31 January 1837, in Territory vs norentino Commyns,
1837, Escambia County Case Files,
16. Denham and Brown, C r a c k Times and Pioneer Lives, 46.
17. James M. Denham and Keith L. Huneycutt, Echoesfiom a Distant Frontier: The
Correspondence of the Brown Sisters from Antebellum Horida (CoIumbia: University
of South Carolina Press, 2004), 126.
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Such inequality had been less painful for men in the slave
South in the mideighteenth century, when it seemed natural that
some men, like English aristocrats, would have mastery over others. But after the Revolution that idea was painful to many
Southern men, and it raised the stakes in any confrontation that
threatened a man's standing in his own eyes or that of his peers.
Too often, such confrontations turned deadly in the slave South
after the Revolution, and Florida was no exception.
But why was the homicide problem among whites so much
worse in Florida than in the rest of the slave South? Historian
Edward Baptist believes that the "agendas" white migrants brought
to Florida frontier compounded their anxiety over status. "Desire
for mastery and antipathy toward submission dominated the individual consciousness and collective unconscious of white men who
moved to Florida."lR Baptist, in his study of Jackson and Leon
counties in Middle Florida, notes that many planters, like John
Parkhill of Virginia, came to Florida because they had lost badly in
the financial panics of 1819 and 1837, or because the cold weather of the 1820s and 1830s had ruined their cotton crops in the
Carolinas, or because the soil on their farms had played out. Such
men worried about their declining fortunes and were willing to
defend what status they had ruthlessly, in business, politics, and
day-to-day relations with peers. The same held true, in Baptist's
opinion, for poor "countrymen" like Isaac Hay of North Carolina,
a laborer and sharecropper. Hay had fought in the Continental
Army during the Revolution, survived Valley Forge, and endured a
year in a British prison ship after the fall of Charleston, only to find
himself mired in poverty and disfranchised by North Carolina's
electoral laws, which allowed only property owners to vote. Hay
moved to Washington County, Georgia for a fresh start, but he had
to abandon his eighty-acre farm because it was too sandy. He came
to Florida as impatient with his standing as planters like John
Parkhill and just as willing to fight, if necessary, to make it clear
that he would subordinate himself to no man.lg Baptist's evidence
for the connection between the disappointments of Florida
migrants and their readiness to use violence is anecdotal, based on
letters, diaries, and family histories; but it is powerful.
18. Edward E. Baptist, Creating an OM South: MiddleMda S Pluntation Frontier before
the Civil War (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2002),102.
19. Baptist, Creating an Old South, 1G87, especially 16-18 and 37-8.
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The most important causes, however, of the high homicide
rate among whites in Florida were political. The turning points in
the history of homicide among whites in Florida coincided with
political events: the homicide rate dropped in the early 1820s at
the end of the Patriot War and the American conquest, and it rose
during the Second Seminole War, 1835-42, the Third Seminole
War, 1855-7, and the secession crisis, 1858-61 (Figure 1). Florida
would not have been more homicidal than the rest of the slave
South had it not experienced political instability, factionalism
among elites, lawlessness, and warfare on an unprecedented scale,
and had its citizens not chafed at being the "step-children" of an
uncaring federal and territorial government. Disillusionment with
state government came later.
It appears that there are four basic requirements for creating
societies that are relatively non-homicidal. If these requirements
are met, societies can attain homicide rates of less than 2 per
100,000 adults per year. If none of these requirements are met,
societies can have homicide rates of hundreds or thousands per
100,000 adults per year. The first three requirements have to do
with politics. They are closely related; failure to meet one usually
means at least a partial failure to meet the other. The first is a stable government that can impose law and order. The second is a
government that is recognized by the vast majority of its constituents as legitimate. The third is solidarity among members of a
society, a sense of patriotism or fellow-feeling that extends beyond
the bounds of family and neighborhood. The fourth requirement,
which operates somewhat independently of the other three, is a
legitimate social hierarchy. As we have seen, the slave South as a
whole failed to meet the fourth requirement, because the
Revolution had so profoundly disrupted and de-legitimized its
social hierarchy, although the disruption was somewhat worse in
Florida because of the discontents of its migrant population. But
before the collapse of the Confederacy in 1863-4, only Florida and
Texas failed to meet the first three requirements. That is why their
homicide rates hit postbellum levels in the antebellum period.
When governments are unstable, elites are at odds with each
other, and laws cannot be enforced, as is common on contested
frontiers and during revolutions, civil wars, and military occupations, competition among groups and individuals can spin out of
control and lead to catastrophic homicide rates. Homicides of all
kinds-political, racial, predatory (including rape and robbery
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killings), vigilante, and revenge-can run rampant, and there may
be lasting damage to society, because habits learned during sustained periods of political instability are hard to break and can be
passed down for generations. Such homicides were evident as
early as the Patriot War, 1812-14. Families who lost relatives in the
fighting between the American insurgents and Loyalists of Spain,
such as the Dells and the Entralgos, became bitter partisans. They
took revenge whenever they could, burning out their enemies or
killing them. After the war, defeated Patriots like William
Williams, disaffected and inured to the violence, formed criminal
gangs and robbed, murdered, and stole slaves along the GeorgiaFlorida border. They made no bones about their contempt for
government. Williams wrote a defiant letter to Don Tomiis
Llorente, the commander of Fort San Nicoliis who was charged
with his capture. "In six hours I can be over the river laying
behind an old pine log within one hundred yard[s] of your garrison and let me tell you Old Mr. Comidant, don't you go so far
from your garrison to shit, for it lay in my power to shoot you in
what part I chose."20
Also well documented are the repeated breakdowns in law
and order that occurred during the Seminole Wars and the
inability of Florida's governments to provide adequate law
enforcement or jails.21 The homicide rate among whites was
unusually high during the Second Seminole War, 1835-42, and
the Third Seminole War, 1855-7 (Figure 1)' not only in the vicinity of the fighting, but throughout Florida. Criminal gangs
seized control of swamps and woodlands, and ran back and forth
across the Georgia and Alabama borders and Caribbean sea
lanes, preying on Floridians. Vigilantism increased, as citizens
took the law into their own hands to make up for the failures of
the territorial, state, and federal governments, or sought
revenge against their political or personal enemies. Surviving
records show that one in every twenty-five murder victims in
20. James G. Cusick, The Other War of 1812: the Patriot War and the American
Invasion of Spanish East Rorida (Gainesville:University Press of Florida, 2003),
1747, 303-4.
21. See Jane Landers, Black Society in Spanish Florida (Urbana: University of Illinois
Press, 1999); Larry E. Rivers, Slavery in Florida: Territorial Days through
Emancipation (Gainesville:University Press of Florida, 2000) ; Canter Brown,Jr.,
Horidu S Peace River Frontier (Orlando:University of Central Florida Press, 1991);
John K. Mahon, Histoty of the Second Seminole War, 1835-1842 (Gainesville:
University Press of Florida, 1967);John and Mary Lou Missall, The SeminoEe
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Table 5
Weapons Used by Race of Assailant in Homicides in Florida,
1821-1861
Race of Assailant1
Black

White
White
1821-45 1846-5'7
122
132

White
1858-61
86

Known assailants

51

Known weapon

24

58

54

55

Percent Known
weapon

.47

.48

.41

.64

Percent Victims
hanged2
Percent Victims
not hanged
who were shot3
Percent Victims
not hanged
who were stabbed
or cut2
1 The table does not include the ten known Native American assailants who murdered whites or blacks.
2 The number of known victims of hangings was divided by the number of known
assailants. It is doubtful that any known assailants who used unknown weapons
hanged their victims.
3 Divided by the number of assailants who used known weapons and who did not
hang their victims.

Florida before 1858 was hanged by white vigilantes, who
believed they were suppressing outlawry and dispensing justice
(Table 5) .22
Wars:America's Longest Indian Conflict (Gainesville: University Press of Florida,
2004); James M. Denham, "'Some Prefer the Seminoles': Violence and
Disorder Among Soldiers and Settlers in the Second Seminole War, 18351842," Florida Histmica1 Quarterly 70 Uuly 1991): 38-54.
22. There were ten known victims of vigilantes before 1858: 8 whites and 2
blacks. All were killed in the Western Judicial District or the Middle Judicial
District, but that pattern may not be significant, since those districts had larger populations, better newspapers, and fewer lost court records. The victims
included a convicted arsonist, a convicted rapist, a suspected murderer, and
6 suspected members of criminal gangs.
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Political instability and persistent lawlessness had a corrosive
effect on everyday life. They made Floridians fatalistic about crime
and violence, so they refused to pay for the jails and law enforcement officers they needed. At least a quarter of all homicide suspects jumped bail, escaped from jail, or were never caught; and
because there was no state prison, judges and jurors could not
sentence murderers to long prison terms. Three of every hundred
white murderers were hanged, but the rest suffered no more than
39 lashes, a year in jail, and a $1000 fine (which was routinely
rescinded for those who could not pay). That was not enough to
deter homicide in a society in which outlaws had lost their fear of
the law and law-abiding citizens had lost their faith in it. Outlaws
thought little of murdering potential witnesses.23 Vigilantes
attacked anti-regulators who tried to put an end to lynching.24
Citizens who had their property attached killed the justices of the
peace who issued writs and the deputies who served them.25
Neighbors killed neighbors over the placement of a fence, crop
damage, the ownership of a canoe, or a contract to supply shingles
to the government, usually without seeking legal redress first.26
Floridians did not believe the government would protect them, so
they protected themselves. That is why such killings were far more
23. See the murder of William Raffensburgh by Charles Passmore and others in
Calhoun County in 1839, St. Joseph Times, 21 April 1840; and the murder of
James Fish by Samuel Holloman and others in Gadsden County in 1846,
Jacksonville Florida News, 3 2 3 October 1846, and Tallahassee Florida Sentinel,
11 and 18 August 1846.
24. See the killing of a man named Dowling by William Hollingsworth and his son
in New River County in 1860, Fernandina East Phidian, 2 and 9 August 1860;
and the murder of Samuel Wester by Regulators in Columbia County in 1861,
Washington IvesJournal, State Library of Florida, pp. 15, 19,5@2,58,68,73,76.
25. See the murder of Peter Alba by Robert Breen in Escambia County, 1833:
Affidavit and Trial Testimony, Tem'toly v. Robert Breen, Sept. 1833, correspondence of Governor Duval, RG 101, Ser. 177, Box 1, Folders 2 and 5, Florida
State Archives; St. Augustine Rorida Herald, 31 October 1833; and Tallahassee
Flom'dian, 25 January 1834.
26. See, for example, the murder of Wildman Hines by Hugh Duncan in
Jefferson County in Ta'toly v. Duncan 1838,Jefferson County Case File; the
murder of James Mallett by Robert Mellon in Walton County in 1841,
Pensacola Gazette, 29 May 1841; and the "Murder of Felix Livington by
Flavious Peacock in Madison County in 1855," Jacksonville Hmida News, 14
April 1855; Tallahassee FZmidian and Journal, 14 April, 1855; The Testimony,
Proceedings, k c . , kc., in the case of the State of Florida vs. Flavius M. Peacock
for the murder of Felix Glenn Livingston, held at the Fall term of the
Madison Circuit Court, held 21St,22d, 23d7 and 24th of November, 1855, J.
Wayles Baker, presiding Judge (Madison Court House, Florida: The Madison
Messenger, 1855).
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common in Texas and Florida than they were in the rest of the
slave S ~ u t h . ~ '
Another consequence of the lack of political stability and the
breakdown in law and order was that many citizens carried guns,
either to defend themselves or to get a jump on their enemies.
Fifty-five percent of the victims of white assailants in Florida
(excluding those who were lynched) were shot (Table 5), in comparison to 38 percent in antebellum Georgia and South Carolina
and 28 percent in Virginia. Having to be prepared to fight took a
heavy toll.
Florida's divisive political history also played a role in instigating homicides. Although we cannot yet put a number on it, the
homicide rate probably declined in the early 1820s, when Florida
became a territory of the United States and the chaos caused by
the Patriot War, the First Seminole War, and campaigns against
fugitive slave communities (like the "Negro Fort" on the
Apalachicola River) came to an end. But the new territorial government lacked legitimacy in the eyes of many citizens, so the
homicide rate remained high among whites. Control of the government remained in the hands of small cadres of federal
appointees, such as the "Nucleus," a faction associated with
AndrewJackson. These factions, unresponsive and unaccountable
to the territory's voters, enriched themselves at public expense.
They chartered banks, such as the Union Bank of Florida, that
issued hundreds of thousands of dollars in ill-secured loans to faction leaders and their political cronies, then held Florida taxpayers
responsible for paying off the bonds that secured the loans if the
banks d e f a ~ l t e d . ~ ~
Faction leaders also got rich by controlling the survey and sale
of land. Under federal law, people who had settled in Florida by
1825 could register and purchase between 80 and 160 acres of the
land they occupied for $1.25 an acre before it came up for public
auction. It was difficult enough for the poor to come up with the
cash they needed. The faction leaders who controlled land offices
27. Homicide rates were relatively high in Ohio and Georgia in the early national period, but when law and order were established at the end of the War of
1812, the homicide rate plummeted in those states to the same level it had
reached in Virginia.
28. Baptist, Creating an OM South, 111-19, 159-65; and Herbert J. Doherty,
"Political Factions in Territorial Florida," nhda Historical Quarterly 28
(October 1949): 131-42.
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made the registration process next to impossible. They dismissed
squatters' claims on technicalities, demanded "proof' of occupancy
that illiterate farmers found hard to come by, and closed land
offices illegally in the weeks before public auctions so squatters had
no place to register their claims. The consequences were stark in
Middle Florida, where land was most valuable: by 1829, only 19 percent of non-planters owned land in Leon County and 13 percent in
Jackson
Sectional rivalries between East and West Florida
compounded the difficulty of creating a responsive, accountable
government, and politics became personal-a matter of currying
favor with the federal government and defaming opponents, which
led to whippings, duels, and assassinations among political leade n s 0 Florida's notquitedemocracy was failing miserably.
The homicide rate among whites climbed to 71 per 100,000
adults per year during the Second Seminole War, 1835-42, and the
depression of 1839-43,when faith in both the territorial and federal government reached a new low (Figure 1). Floridians questioned the federal government's commitment to removing the
Seminoles. President Andrew Jackson, angry at criticism of his
administration, added fuel to the fire in 1837 by blaming
Floridians themselves: "Let the damned cowards defend their
country. . . . They ought to have crushed [the Seminoles] at once
The Panic of 1837,
if they had been men of spirit and ~haracter."~'
which led to the depression of 1839-43, made matters worse. As
banks failed and poor farmers faced foreclosure, Floridians decided they had had enough: they repudiated the political establishment, and dissidents promising bank regulation and an end to
Land Office corruption won control of the government.32
The political crisis finally passed in the early 1840s, and the
homicide rate among whites fell once again to 39 per 100,000
29. Baptist, Creating an Old South, 46-7, 538, 91-6. These political practices and
their economic consequences were not uncommon on the post-revolutionary
frontier. See, for example, Thomas P. Abernethy, From Frontier to Plantation in
Tennessee: A Study in Frontier Democracy (Chapel Hill: University of North
Carolina Press, 1932).
30. Herbert J. Doherty, Richard Keith Call: Southern Unionist (Gainesville:
University of Florida Press, 1961), 16-92; and Baptist, Creating an Old South,
120-5, 151-3.
31. m o t e d in Baptist, Creating an Old South, 158. Jackson added that the men of
Florida "had better run off or let the Indians shoot them, that the women
might get husbands of courage, and breed up men who would defend the
country." See also Mahon, History of the Second Seminole War.
32. Richard Keith Call, 93117; and Baptist, Creating an Old South, 15490.
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adults per year. The end of the Second Seminole War, the arrival
of statehood in 1845, and the creation of a more responsive twoparty system allayed public anger, and Florida leaders began to
behave, at least publicly, as if they were working for the good of the
people.33 But cynicism toward the government endured for generations.
That cynicism bore murderous fruit in the mid-1850s, when
the homicide rate jumped to its highest level since the Patriot War.
The homicide problem was worst in eastern ~ l o r i d awhere
, ~ ~ the
Third Seminole War, 1855-7, reduced the region to lawlessness
once again, and a crime wave instigated by demobilized soldiers in
1858 prompted vigilantes in Tampa and other communities to
form "Regulator" societies that fought crime by lynching suspects
or gunning them down. But vigilante violence appeared again
throughout the state. Militant defenders of Southern rights, disillusioned with the Union, fearful for the future of slave society, and
alarmed at threats to public order, killed Know Nothings and suspected abolitionists, slave rebels, and criminals white and black.35
Statewide, the rate at which whites murdered blacks doubled in
1858-60 from 9 to 20 per 100,000 adults per year, and the rate at
33. Herbert J. Doherty, The Whigs of FZorida, 1845-54, University of Florida
Monographs Social Sciences, No. 1 (Gainesville: University of Florida Press,
1959); and Arthur William Thompson, Jmksonian Democracy on the Hm-ida
Frontier, University of Florida Monographs Social Sciences, No. 9 (Gainesville:
University of Florida Press, 1961).
34. The data are not complete enough to allow precise regional estimates of
homicide rates. Using regional-level matching list estimates of the number of
homicides, the rate at which whites murdered blacks may have reached 65 per
100,000 adults per year in the Southern and Eastern Judicial Circuits, 185561, and the rate at which whites murdered whites 110 per 100,000. See
Denham, Rogue's Paradise, 37-58, on the boundaries of Florida's antebellum
judicial circuits. These homicide estimates are statistically less reliable than
the state-level estimates, because they rest on fewer cases, and they appear to
be too high for the Southern and Eastern Circuits and too low for the
Western and Middle Circuits to square with the state-level estimates. Several
methods were used, however, to detect regional differences in homicide
rates, and each one indicated that whites committed homicide at substantially higher rates in the Southern and Eastern Circuits.
35. Canter Brown explores the violence of 185861 at length in the following
works, Peace River Frontier, idem, Tampa in the Civil War and Reconstruction
(Tampa: University of Tampa Press, 2000); and Ossian Bingley Hart: M d a ' s
Loyalist, Reconstruction Governor (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University
Press, 1997), 81-120. The violence is also covered in Denham, Rogue's
Paradise, 185-204; Baptist, Creating an Old South, 265-75; and David Grimsted,
Ama'can Mobbing, 1828-1861: Toward Civil War (New York: Oxford University
Press, 1998), 11826, 173-8.
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which whites murdered whites more than doubled to 86 per
100,000 adults per year (Figures 1 and 2). A quarter of all victims
of white murderers were lynched (Table 5) .36
The political crisis over slavery and the loss of faith in the federal government led to non-political murders as well by creating an
angry, hostile, and defensive mood among white men. Many
believed that they had been betrayed by their government, that
they had no say in it, and that they would have to fight for what was
rightfully theirs. Many Floridians would proudly proclaim that
they were ready to kill Yankee sympathizers and troublesome
blacks, but they were also willing to kill any fellow Floridian who
crossed them, whether they were strangers, friends, or casual
acquaintances. The immediate causes of these murders may
appear trivial, but the ultimate cause was not. Floridians felt
humiliated. The rest of the nation despised them. They were back
where they started, saddled with a government that did not represent them and would not look out for their interests.
36. Twenty known lynchings and 4 probable lynchings occurred in 1858-61.
Eleven of the victims were slaves and thirteen were whites. The white victims
included 4 Know Nothings, 3 train robbers, 2 thieves, and 1 murderer. The
slave victims included 3 murderers and 3 slaves who had allegedly plotted the
murder of their master. The reasons that the other victims were targeted are
unknown.
All of the known lynchings of blacks occurred in the Eastern Judicial
District or on the northern edge of the Southern Judicial District, so vigilantism against blacks appears to have been confined to counties in or near the
theatre of the Third Seminole War. Known lynchings of whites, however,
occurred in every judicial district, and they were not confined to counties of
a particular type--e.g., cotton-growing counties, counties where secessionist
Democrats were in the minority or a bare majority, etc. None of these patterns is certain, however, given that there is no surviving record of an estimated 47% of homicides committed by whites, 1858-61 (Table 4). Lynching in
antebellum Florida is covered in Denham, Rogue's Paradise, 185-204, 209-11.
While viewed primarily as a postemancipation phenomena, lynching
did exist in Antebellum Florida and the South. By the 1880s Florida led the
nation in lynchings proportional to population and this dubious distinction
certainly owed much to the pre-war state's grisly heritage for homicidal violence. Studies of lynching are numerous and ever-growing. See for example
Steward E. Tolney and E. M. Beck, Festival of Violence: An Analysis of Southern
Lynchings, 1882-1930 (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1995); Fitzhugh
Brundage, Lynching in the New South: Gem--aand Virginia, 1880-1930 (Urbana:
University of Illinois Press, 1993); Christopher Waldrep, The Many Faces of
Judge Lynch: Extra Legal Violenceand Punishment in Arnemrnemca
(New York: Palgrave
MacMillan, 2002); Margaret Vandiver, Lethal Punishment: Lynching and Legal
Executions in the South (New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 2006);
William W. Rogers and James M. Denham, Flon'da Shen~s:A Histmy, 1821-1945
(Tallahassee: Sentry Press, 2001), 160-77.
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The pattern of homicides in Florida was thus typical of patterns that have prevailed throughout American history. Homicide
rates among unrelated men rise during periods of political instability and conflict, and decline during periods of political harmony. They rise when the bonds of race or nationality or community
are weak, and fall when those bonds are strong. Like Texas and
California, Florida never enjoyed the degree of political harmony
that other states did in the antebellum period. Floridians experienced divisive political battles, corrupt territorial government, and
persistent struggles for control among Anglos, Hispanics, and
Native Americans. They were on the "wrong" side of the crisis over
slavery and were scorned by the federal government. Their homicide rates reflected their political history.

Published by STARS, 2007

103

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 86 [2007], No. 2, Art. 1

Book Reviews
Constructing Floridians: Natives and Eurqeans in the Colonial
noridas, 1513-1783. By Daniel S. Murphree. (Gainesville:
University Press of Florida, 2006. Lists of maps, acknowledgements, notes, bibliography, index. Pp. vii, 188. $55 cloth.)
Daniel Murphree's prize-winning study explores the process
of identity formation and "racialization" in colonial Florida, from
the earliest Spanish entradas of the sixteenth century to the
American Revolution. Through an examination of Spanish,
French, and English written accounts, Murphree contends that
despite their differences, Florida's European colonists all developed common attitudes towards the region's native populations.
Furthermore, they articulated these common perceptions in
"racialized" language, emphasizing native "otherness" in terms of
clothing, behavior, physical appearance, and culture. Of course,
Murphree is careful to point out that this process of racialization
was not necessarily negative, and should not be confused with
modern notions of racism (even though he sees this process as a
precursor to modern racism); rather, racialization in colonial
Florida served to reinforce fundamental differences between
Europeans and natives, and ultimately allowed Europeans to
articulate a cultural superiority over a population that constantly
frustrated colonial efforts to dominate the political, economic, or
spiritual realms.
According to Murphree, these shared attitudes were shaped by
the collective experiences of Florida's European colonizers, whose
lofty and unrealistic expectations were often met with failure. In
their attempts to justify colonial frustrations, Europeans consistently assigned blame on the region's native populations. Over
time, Murphree suggests, this pattern led to the creation of a col-
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lective "European Floridian identity," and eventually to the gradual intensification of racial categorization.
No doubt Murphree's provocative thesis will generate a great
deal of scholarly debate; this will only improve our understanding
to colonial Florida history. For that reason alone, I welcome this
work. Nevertheless, Constructing Floridians suffers several important
flaws that need to be recognized. The first, and perhaps most
important shortcoming, is the author's use of evidence. In a study
that depends almost exclusively on a reading of the specific terminology that Europeans adopted to describe Florida's native peoples, it is striking that Murphree does not appear to have worked
with the original manuscripts. Instead, he bases his conclusions on
previously published translations and transcriptions. Having compared, for example, many of the translations in David Quinn's documentary collection with the original manuscripts in Seville, it is
clear that the translations Murphree consulted contain numerous
errors. In a work of this nature, it is critical to consult the original
sources, in the original languages.
Even more problematic than his use of evidence is Murphree's
tendency to characterize European attitudes towards natives as
uniform. Likewise, his suggestion that Florida's native peoples all
responded in the same way (ie. they resisted) to colonization
efforts is not an accurate reflection of colonial realities. It ignores
the complex web of Spanish-Indian relations, in political, economic, religious and military realms. Consider briefly Murphree's
assessment of the 159'7 Guale uprising, in which five Franciscan friars were killed and another taken captive. As with his treatment of
other colonial "failures," Murphree concludes that the rebellion's
legacy was that it reinforced negative attitudes towards Florida's
natives. However, this conclusion is highly misleading. Archival evidence from the period reveals a far more complex tale. Spaniards
did not simply blame the Guale, nor did the rebellion necessarily
alter their views of other natives. In fact, St. Augustine's governor,
Gonzalo Mendez de Canzo, blamed the friars themselves, and suggested that it was their mistreatment of the Guale that led to the
rebellion. Also forgotten in Murphree's assessment of the uprising
is that the supposed perpetrators were eventually captured and
scalped by a Guale war party, led by the cacique of Asao. Contraly
to the author's assumption, Florida's native populations had their
own motivations, their own agendas and interests, and unfortunately their voices are not articulated in this work.
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Murphree concludes that the long process of racialization
eventually led to the creation of a "European-Floridian" identity.
However, by the end of the book, the reader is still left wondering
what exactly is this "distinctive Floridian identity" that emerges out
of three centuries of colonial rule? How is Florida any different
from other regions in the Americas, where Europeans also blamed
rebellious or recalcitrant natives for colonial failures? What, if anything, is unique about Florida's colonial past? Even more significant is the omission of Florida's black population. Can one really
explain the nature of identity formation and race in colonial
Florida without including the role of Africans in the process?
Finally, ConstructingHoridians would have benefited from more
careful copy-editing. The text contains far too many spelling errors
(Gulaes instead of Guales on the dust cover is just one of many);
and there are mistakes in the citations as well (footnote 47, p. 44
suggests that Luis Hernando de Biedma referred to Florida's
natives as "brown of skin." Biedma never made that claim; instead,
it comes from the 155'7 account of the Fidalgo de Elvas). These distractions aside, ConstructingFloridians still marks an important shift
in the historiography of colonial Florida, and Murphree should be
applauded for this ambitious effort. However, his conclusions
merit further scrutiny, which should be based on much more careful original research. I hope that Murphree's work will help to
encourage more discussion of the complex nature of EuropeanNative American relations, and of race formation in a region that
merits far more scholarly attention.

J. Michael Francis

University of North Florida

To Die in Cuba: Suicide and Socidy. By Louis A. Perez, Jr. (Chapel
Hill and London: University of North Carolina Press, 2005.
Acknowledgements, illustrations, tables, figures, notes, index.
Pp. xi, 463. $39.95 hardcover.)
The Cuba of popular imagination has been known for many
things: sugarcane and cigars; rum and espresso; casinos and mobsters; the tropical sun and warm waters; exotic rhythms and even
more exotic women; Ricky Ricardo and Celia Cruz. Historian
Louis A. P6rez, Jr. has brought much-needed attention to a less
romantic and darker reality of the Cuban condition: since the
nineteenth century Cuba has ranked fourth among nations worldhttps://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol86/iss2/1
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wide in suicidal deaths. Even more alarming, Cuba holds the highest suicide rate in all of Latin America.
Throughout To Die in Cuba, Perez works to explain how the
phenomenon of suicide in Cuba came to be viewed as a "plausible
response to life"(5). This is not a simple study of Cuban exceptionalism, for nowhere does Pirez argue that self-inflicted death
was ordinary in Cuba; rather, he argues, "it is more that it was not
extraordinary" (384). He convincingly describes some of the complex factors motivating so many Cubans to choose to end their lives;
the emphasis on choice is important here as Perez firmly contends
that suicide from the colonial period through the present day was
an act of agency.
The decision to end one's life ranged from the most intimate
of difficulties -a failed romance or family quarrel, for exampleto the most public of struggles-against slavery, in the name of
patria, or as a result of poor economic and material conditions.
Cubans had at their disposable a variety of means with which to
carry out the decision to commit suicide: firearms, poison, hanging, drowning, edge instruments, burning, and leaping. Age, gender, race, and residence in urban o r rural areas factored
principally in the decision and means of suicide. More Cubans
leapt to their deaths, for example, in Havana than in the
provinces. Women generally chose death by poison and burning,
and men more often opted to shoot or hang themselves. Whites
were three and half times more likely to commit suicide than people of color. Evidence suggests, according to Perez, that young
women, troubled by affairs of the heart, and older men, feeling
useless and bored with life, committed suicide with more frequency than Cubans in any other age group.
T o Die i n Cuba is rich in empirical evidence pieced together by
the author from official public health records documenting suicide on the island. Perez recognizes the problems associated with
government-collected data on suicide (to name just a few of the
possibilities: extended period of data collection, budget restraints,
inconsistent methods of collection and categories of analysis, and
family cover-ups);thus, many of the conclusions he draws from statistical evidence are suggestive rather than definitive. The remaining bulk of evidence comes from material thoughtfully culled from
newspaper reports, political cartoons, and popular Cuban novels,
short stories, poetry, and songs. From "La Bayamesa," Cuba's
national anthem, to the writings of Jose Marti and Reinaldo
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Arenas, suicide featured in expressions of Cuban nationalist sensibilities. Finally, personal correspondences, diaries, and public
speeches also reveal that Cubans generally deemed suicide patriotic, honorable, and, above all else, reasonable.
What makes To Die i n Cuba such an important model for historians of all specialties is Perez's keen sense of historical contingency. In other words, Perez brilliantly weaves individual
narratives of suicide and death into matters of historical significance. Suicide in Cuba matters because it "served to transmit an
acceptable form of cultural conduct" (385). Perez does not simply
recount tales of suicide; instead, he uses acts of suicide to understand power relationships, more broadly, and gender norms, more
specifically. During the wars for independence, Cuban men committed suicide to demonstrate their masculinity, preferring to die
in battle than to be captured by the enemy. Cuban women sent
their sons and husbands off to war, confident that their sacrifice
for patria would bring them honor. In the twentieth century, men
committed suicide because they could no longer provide financially for their wives and children as they had in the past, largely a
result of the problematic sugar export economy. Cuban women
committed suicide as a form of cleansing in the face of accusations
of sexual transgressions.
The final chapter on the suicide post-1959 leaves an intriguing
opening for future scholarship. Entire monographs could be dedicated to understanding how the meaning of suicide as a political
act has shifted for Cubans living on and off the island during Fidel
Castro's near half-century in power. To Die i n Cuba is beautifullywritten, well-organized, and thoroughly-researched; this is
undoubtedly an important work for anyone interested in Cuban
society and culture.
Christina D. Abreu

University of Michigan

Highway AlA: norida at the Edge. By Herbert L. Hiller (Gainesville:
University Press of Florida: 2005. Illustrations, maps, index.
Pp. x, 560. $24.95 paper.)
This is a splendid book a work of civic commitment to fellow
Floridians and a creditable history as useful travel guide-these
elements persuasively synchronized and accessible to a wide audience. Hiller functions as both a geographer (student of place) and
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol86/iss2/1
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an historian (student of time), also having taken for himself the
responsibility of speaking to Floridians about the possible dawn of
a sustainable environment sparked by the state's recent transformative influences, namely, year-round residential downtowns and
a gentler tourism-driven development.
Environmentalists appreciate their cause as a matter of both
space and time. They obviously work for the management of
resources peculiar to a specific area. Their mission of changing
prevailing opinions and practices to manage those specific
resources, rather than use them without heed to their limitations,
endows the environmentalist with a strong historical awareness.
Hiller practices what he preaches. He came to this book an author
of high quality works with broad appeal while contributing both to
Florida's bicycling and bed-and-breakfast movements. His keen
awareness girded by scholarship rendered applicable through a
travel guide makes this a compelling book.
Hiller's introduction traces Florida's descent over the last 120130 years toward its present plight. Tourism on any terms motivated the political system to all but give away land to developers who
despoiled its resources for short-term profits. Long years of advertising paradise on demand to outsiders in the "Sunshine State* has
produced in the present a low tax base staggering under the need
for huge financial sums to heal the rapacious consequences of past
indiscretions, a disproportionately geriatric population in the future
(one-fourth of the total population in twenty-five years), a large
number of poor but eager Latinos, and, yet-strangely-signs
of
hope. Florida Forever legislation in 2005 allocated $300 million
annually to acquire the state' s most endangered lands deserving
conservation and Visit Florida promotion beckons tourists to cities.
An indignant tone braided into eloquent prose makes Hiller's intre
ductory appeal hard to ignore and sets up his guided tour along the
Atlantic coast on highway A1A as a literal and metaphorical means,
the place where Florida is "at the edge." If not Floridians themselves, regardless of their casual commitment historically to conserving their new found home's natural resources, Hiller gestures
providentially, "who shall redeem Florida' s promise of Eden?"(15)
Starting off from the northernmost county, Duval, the unsuspecting reader may be poised for a tightly ordered factual disclosure
supporting the author's thesis. The chapter's wide-ranging mixture
of narrative history and environmental jeremiad, on the contrary,
catches the reader off guard, turning her/him into an eager student
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anticipating unusual lessons from their guide. Hiller's intimate
knowledge as a denizen of Florida long alerted to its people and local
issues works to make his story convincing. Duval, a county without
the typical Florida development until late in the twentieth century,
gains its unique character. Little known David Caples, for example,
challenged the local postmaster's unwillingness to allow use of the
zip code unless Caples agreed by adopting the town name
Fernandina Beach on his business stationary and beat the homogenizing system. Prominent developer Charles Fraser's Amelia Island
Plantation turns out to be no more than another variation on the old
Flagler scheme of converting tourists into residential retirees despite
Fraser's earlier apparent intention to conserve resources amidst a
place of planned development. And, so it goes once under Hiller's
sway, down AlA to the Keys.
Hiller's technique is reminiscent of thematic touring at academic conferences wherein conferees learn from looking at landscape
themselves rather than their customary hearing and seeing presentations or reading. Even before these professional events,wealthy elites
on the Grand Tour abroad or American sightseers in the late-nineteenth century understood how travel could be more than staring. It
could be highly purposeful, a matter of moral mission. Hiller's
breadth of Florida knowledge and literary talent enables him to create a virtual tour in words. Given his capacity as a capable guide, the
University Press of Florida might wish to prepare a version on DVD
to reach an even larger audience for this work.
For all the well-founded promise in Hiller's approach, it would
have been strengthened with several revisions. Ultimately tourists
on the printed page, thoughtful readers cannot reliably take Hiller
at his word on tour and move on. They need to know his sources;
thus, what perhaps was dismissed as cumbersome academic paraphernalia, the footnote, should have been introduced. Hiller has
preferred to augment his guided tour by a long appendix (119
pages) improperly titled "Tour Guide." These, in fact, are travelers' tips as freely available to those who can afford to buy his book
and take his trip as can be gained from their access to Web sites on
personal computers. The better tour guide is Hiller's own magisterial foregoing 288 pages. Let people find their own way to food,
lodging, entertainment, and shopping after taking Hiller's written
tour. Herein lays further discovery because they may challenge,
reinforce, or adjust in nuance what Hiller has told. No longer will
they be in passive tow to Hiller's narrative.
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Let Hiller not overreach in his claims for the whole of the nation
grounded in his highly localized knowledge of Florida.
Intermittently throughout the book, the reader is braced when Hiller
asserts that how Florida has been misused is how the nation has been
misused-urban sprawl, too many people looking to escape on vacation and then turning their discovery of a vacation place into life long
residence without paying suitable taxes, etc. If local history and geography are predicated on anything other than antiquarianism, it is
that locales are different, one from another. Does Hiller wish to
imply that Arizona and New Mexico, to mentionjust two playgrounds
of the middle and upper classes since the twentieth century, are rooted in identical origins and face the same problems of Florida's irresponsible growth? He certainly does conflate California with Florida.
Hiller tends too at lashing out against whatever wrongs he perceives, whether or not they relate to his central concern with
Florida's improperly managed land use in growth. For examples,
however right Hiller may be about Florida's tax-free life in retirement cheating its children out of proper education and too little
mass transit, why bring these up in opening the chapter on St.
Augustine, where the state's foremost historic city is a principle s u b
ject? Typifying his dismissive approach to popular culture, the
Fountain of Youth site is judged "tacky" without understanding why
and possibly how long it has been popular (301). Or, far afield from
the subject of his chapter on Miami-Dade County he casts the aspersion of "lumpen demographics" against Orlando since Disney (249).
Such gratuitous pronouncements only weaken the book's thrust.
Hiller's work, overall, is valuable for its contributions. The
University Press of Florida deserves a compliment for lending its
"Florida History and Culture Series" to Hiller's innovative public policy voice. One can hope for more in the future but with tighter focus.
Keith A. Sculle

Illinois Historic Preservation Agency
S'ngirield, Illinois

Sing Them Over Again To Me: Hymns and Hymnbooks in America.
Edited by Mark A. No11 and Edith Blumhofer. (Tuscaloosa:
University of Alabama Press, 2006. Introduction, contributors,
index. Pp. vii, 260. $63 cloth, 32.50 paper.)
For anyone who has spent significant time in a Protestant
church in this country one of the more lasting memories is of the
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classic hymns-most composed in the 18th or 19th century-they
learned/absorbed during those long hours in a pew. Mark No11
and Edith Blumhofer have put together an excellent set of essays
that explore the evolution, inspiration for, and influence of these
hymns not only on American Protestantism, but on American society-at-large. Indeed, while most historical explorations of
American religion focus on the sermons preached from the pulpit,
examination of the "content of popular hymns," in the words of
Mark Noll, probably provides a much clearer window into understanding and "to ascertaining the lived religious convictions of
ordinary men and women . . . ." (56).
Sing Them Over Again To Me is divided into three distinct sections. Section I-"The History In A Hymn"-contains three essays
that each look indepth at a single important hymn-"Amazing
Grace," "0For a Thousand Tongues to Sing," and "All Hail the
Power of Jesus' Name." The essays explore the evolution of these
hymns and the way their changing words reflect both changes in
denominational doctrine and in American life. While all three
make important points about American religion, perhaps the most
interesting is D. Bruce Hindmarsh's look at the history and changing perception of that icon of Protestant hymnody, "Amazing
Grace." Hindmarsh examines the understanding of the hymn from
its roots in the English Midlands home of its author John Newton,
to its adoption as an anthem of evangelical Prostestantism during
the Second Great Awakening, to its popular embrace as a secular
"expression of hope in a vague, unspecified deity,'' or "as a therapeutic narrative of inner healing" from the 1960s to the present day
(17). Perhaps the most bizarre, yet illustrative, appropriations of
the hymn's tune in recent years that Hindmarsh recounts was its
use in Star Trek 11: The Wrath of Khan. In the movie, chief engineer
Montgomery Scott ("Scotty") plays "Amazing Grace" on the bagpipes for the funeral of Mr. Spock, who had died-at least temporarily-in a self-sacrificial act to save the crew of the Enterfvise.
Section I1 of the book explores "Hymns and Hymnbooks as
Cultural Icons." The four essays in this section examine the manner hymns and hymnbooks have evolved over time from the textual editing of hymns, to the changing types of hymns that find their
way into hymnbooks, to the influence of both revival movements
and commercial publishing on the writing of hymns. Samuel
Rogal's piece on textual changes in hymns departs from the normal dispassion of the historian and makes an impassioned plea for
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol86/iss2/1
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hymnal editors "to exercise their responsibilities to distinguish
between meaningful-and even necessary-revision and ideological tampering" ( 110). He asserts that some textual changes made
to popular hymns, particularly in recent years, have so changed the
original meaning of the hymns that these edits are akin to having
"Herman Melville's Pequod sprout aluminum wings, propellers, or
jet engines" (117). For readers who grew up in evangelical churches in the 1950s and 60s, the piece by Edith Blumhofer on the longterm, and unlikely, collaboration between blind gospel music icon
Fanny Crosby and Cincinnati industrialist William Doane, which
produced such enduring classics as "I Am Thine 0 Lord," "Jesus
Keep Me Near the Cross," and "To God Be the Glory" is especially revealing. Of particular interest is Blumhofer's examination of
the interrelationships among Crosby, Doane, revivalist music leaders like Ira Sankey, and the burgeoning gospel music publishing
business of the late 19th century
The final section explores the "classical era of American
Protestantism," its interaction with hymns and hymn singing and the
way hymns shaped, and were shaped by, African American churches, children, and women. Perhaps most interesting of the four essays
is the one by Susan V. Gallagher which examines the lyrics of popular hymns from 1820-1870 to evaluate the way these hymns reflect,
or do not, the notions of "domesticity" that historians of the era have
characterized as so influential. Gallagher challenges the power of
the "separate sphere paradigm" by noting that hymns of the period,
which would be expected to "reinforce the idealized possibilities of
the earthly home" reflected in the ideology of domesticity, more
often reflect a dissatisfaction with their "earthly home" and "envisions a better home in the world to come" (250).
Sing Them Over Again To Me is an important addition to the historical literature on American Protestantism, especially of the crucial era of the lgth century. Most writing on the history of hymns
and hymnals has been confined to parochial and esoteric publications of hymnology. Mark Noll, Edith Blumhofer, and the other
essay authors have helped rescue the story, and important influence, of Protestant hymns on American religion and life from this
relative obscurity. The editors and authors are also to be commended for the overall quality of all the essays in the collection, a
fact often not found in such edited volumes.
Daniel S. Pierce
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Cracker Cracy: Innvisible Histmies of the Sunshine State. Directed by
Georg Koszulinski. (Substream Films,llc, 2007. DVD. 94 min.)
Georg Koszulinski offers viewers a very different portrait of
Florida history with his film Cracker Crazy. I hesitate to call this film
a documentary in a strict sense because the audience must engage
not only the content of the film but the style and cinematography
this auteur weaves from old documentaries and photographs
housed in the state photographic collection in addition to voice
over narration. For viewers interested in historical documentary
this one feels more like Michael Moore than Ken Burns with a
good bit of Oliver Stone and David Lynch thrown in for good
measure. Whereas some filmmakers might approach a documentary through a traditional story telling device such as a chronological narrative, Koszulinski continuously challenges his
chronological narrative with visual images and interruptions from
post World War I1 Florida meant to spark visceral passions about
the impact and direction of Sunbelt growth. At first this seemsjarring to the viewer until you let go and accept that Koszulinski's tale
is not a linear story but goes back-and-forth in time. In some cases
this is very effective as when we hear the narration of the
Seminoles'1834 meeting with US Indian agents at Fort King,
(today Silver Springs), yet we see on screen images of 1960s Silver
Springs with tourists and swimmers happily frolicking to the voice
over of Osceola quotes. In other cases this can be bizarre as when
Koszulinski examines Andrew Jackson's incursions into Spanish
Florida during the First Seminole War, we are then immediately
treated to an extended speculative discussion of the degree to
which Walt Disney was a Nazi sympathizer. Periodically there are
also breaks in the film where we see young women from the early
1960s enjoying Miami Beach followed by a return to the film's narrative. This juxtaposition of images and references between the
state's recent and remote past sometimes works but more often distracts the viewer from the films overall story.
However visually engaging this film can be, historical accuracy
and measured analysis take a backseat to sensational eyebrow-raising conspiracy theories and titillating images. Although historians
have debated the exact Indian origins of Osceola for over a century now without any consensus, the Indian leader in this film is
unequivocally Miccosukee. Since Lee Tiger of the Miccosukee
Tribe is the voice actor of Osceola in the film it would not take
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol86/iss2/1
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many conspiracy theorists to question the Indian leader's posthumous inclusion into the Miccosukee Tribe of Florida. Walt Disney
as Nazi is the most egregious and gratuitous of all the "invisible"
histories in the film. The claim, as speculative as it is, really has no
bearing or importance to the filmmaker's major themes and really intrudes and disorientates the viewer. This brings us to the major
theme of the film-the challenge of popular celebratory histories
of the state in favor of these "invisible" histories "unknown" to
most Floridians and visitors to the state.
Although the film confronts some myths and stereotypes it
ignores and reinforces others. One intriguing element to the film
is the use of these 1950s-1960s historical documentaries produced
about the Indian histories of Florida. The filmmaker lets the paternal father figure voice of those cliched 1950s documentaries
chronicle the Indians' "savage" brutality in the face of more
enlightened European and American "civilization" during the
Seminole Wars. This narration is challenged at the same time with
text questioning these traditional premises. Even though the filmmaker effectively confronts the images of Seminoles as brutal "savages," the image of Florida Crackers are pulled right out of Grady
McWhinney's catalog of "predispositions" of Cracker culture. The
Cracker settlers of Florida and the World War I veterans killed in
the Hurricane of 1935 in Marathon are the only whites celebrated
in the film while all other whites exploit Indians, African
Americans, foreign-born migrant farm workers as well as the
Florida environment in the form of the Ku Klux Klan, Urban
Boosters, and Big Agriculture.
I question too how "invisible" these histories really are. While
a graduate student at Florida State University, I witnessed a few
Spring-Time Tallahassee Parades where one "lucky'' local resident
got to dress up like Andrew Jackson for the day to serve as grand
marshal of the festivities which included events rivaling Natchez's
Pilgrimage. It seems that Koszulinski wants to challenge this celebratory narrative. However when I was in Tallahassee in the mid1990s Spring-Time Tallassee not only brought out supporters of
this celebratory past but also protesters who demanded Jackson's
image be scrapped and his legacy as an "Indian killer" acknowledged instead. Each season the debate continued as to how best
to remember the legacy of Andrew Jackson and this question was
so pressing on the minds of Tallahasseeians that during my Ph.D.
comprehensive exams one examiner asked me "Should Andrew
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Jackson's legacy be celebrated each Spring?" In 2007 these histories are not "invisible" as much as maybe "ignored" by some.
However I question how much that is the case anymore. I know in
Barberville's living history festivities the lives of pioneers are contrasted critically by reenactments of African American peonage
and convict leasing. It is possible that uncritical celebratory public
history is slowing giving way to revisions and debates of our collective past.
I do not want to dismiss this film because at the end it made
me really think and I believe the measure of a bad film first and
foremost is one that is forgettable. Cracker Crazy is far from forgettable. I cannot recommend this film as a piece of historical scholarship because of the problems I have cited here, but 1 can
recommend this film as an experience for those interested and
knowledgeable about the subject matter. Additionally for teachers
and professors who want their students to dig deep into the interpretive debates this can be a useful tool if students are exposed to
each chapter of the film and afterward research and debate those
views. This film is not helpful as one's only exposure to Florida history nor should this film replace other materials as the singular
voice of the state's past. But in the right hands and with the right
intent one day we all may be asking each other "Have you ever seen
Cracker Crazy?"
Robert Cassanello

University of Central Florida

Down in Orburndale: A S v ' t e r ' s Youth in Old not-ida. By Bobby
Braddock (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press,
2007). Acknowledgements, photos. Pp.xiii, 271. $24.95 cloth.)
Can a man, famous for writing.classic country and western hits
such as "D-I-V-0-R-GE," "He Stopped Loving Her Today," and "I
Wanna Talk About Me,'' turn his skill from chart-topping hits to
autobiography? In Bobby Braddock's case, the answer is a qualified yes. While he has certainly written an accessible, engaging
and at times, hilarious, autobiography about growing up in
Auburndale, Florida (one that an academic press, Louisiana State
University Press, was willing to publish), Braddock virtually
ignores his development as a songwriter, ostensibly the reason we
should be reading his autobiography in the first place. However,
when used with more academic research such as Michael
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol86/iss2/1
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Bertrand's Race, Rock and Elvis (2005), Braddock's narrative reaffirms what rock and roll scholars like Bertrand argue: that the
emergence of rock and roll caused white teenagers like the future
Nashville songwriter to embrace an interracial sound that also
made them question, although not necessarily upend, racial segregation in the South.
Born in 1940, Braddock thankfully does not romanticize his
growing up years; his world was filled with the idiosyncrasies of
normal 1940s and 1950s life. His father, Paul Edward, nicknamed
P.E., was a middle class farmer-businessman (typically growing
oranges) who was a former mayor of Auburndale and divorced.
His mother, Lavonia, was a local sharecropper's daughter and
nearly twenty-five years younger than P.E. when they married.
After describing his birth and his parents' early lives, the narrative
turns to structured blocks of time-preschool years, elementary
school, junior high, high school and post-graduation-and a variety of vignettes are described within each block. In the elementary
school block, for example, he details his and his brother's interactions with various pedophiles; in the high school block, he tells
story after story about his interactions with girls. Throughout the
book, Braddock's ear for music will manifest itself as an ability to
document the sound of the spoken, rather than the sung, word,
particularly his father's Florida drawl which typically turned
Auburndale into "Orburndale."
What will intrigue those with an interest in Florida history will
be Braddock's descriptions of pre-Disney World/Sea World central Florida, although his descriptions of alligators crawling
through his yard and the ever-present water moccasins will make
the more squeamish put the book down for awhile. But scholars
will also like his marking of important events within the narrative
as he experienced them, for example, World War 11, the Cuban
Missile Crisis, and most importantly, the emergence of rock and
roll and its effect on his life and on his friends. He documents his
love of rock n roll throughout his high school years, even admitting that he "really disliked the 'hillbilly'music that my brother and
his friends liked," choosing Elvis Presley's music instead as his
favorite music (55). Indeed, the majority of his post-graduation
narrative follows his stints as a piano player with a variety of cover
bands (the band did not perform original music, but "covered," or
copied, mainstream hits of the day for local audiences) that experienced some success traveling throughout Florida.
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Readers will find parts of Braddock's autobiography simply
hilarious. During the Cuban Missile Crisis, for example, his girlfriend, Gloria, was terrified that the Russians would blow up
Florida before she could be saved and demanded Braddock hunt
down their preacher to baptize her. As Braddock writes, "I drove as
fast I could so we could get Gloria into the water before the
Russians could get a bomb into her backyard" (201). But female
readers will find his incessant discussions of sex and his girlfriends
distracting at best. There are also times when Braddock the songwriter, who is used to a short story set out in a series of verses, influences Braddock the story teller in that his narrative jumps around
from event to event with little structure (except the general
chronological one) to guide the reader through his story.
Moreover, if Braddock is famous for his songwriting and his life
story important for that ability, it is unclear why, then, his autobiography almost excludes any discussion of his development as a
songwriter with the exception of a song called "Forbidden Fruit,"
which Texas singer Ray Jackson (known for writing a hit tune for
George Jones) helped Braddock record. Still, it is an engaging narrative that will engage most readers.
Kristine M. McCusker

Middle Tennessee State University

Women in the Church of God in Christ: Making a Samtiped World. By
Anthea D . Butler. (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina
Press, 2007. Acknowledgements, illustrations, notes, index.
Pp. xiii, 206. $55.00 cloth; $18.95 paper.)
Established by Charles H. Mason and Charles P. Jones in 1895,
the Church of God in Christ (COGIC) remains the largest and
most vibrant black Pentecostal denomination in the United States.
Even though Mason and his cohort Jones collaborated in launching this dynamic religious fellowship, women have always played
seminal roles in the denomination's growth and development.
Anthea D. Butler, assistant professor of religion at New York's
University of Rochester, offers the first detailed scholarly study of
women in COGIC, focusing on its Women's Department, an
organization of missionaries, evangelists, and church mothers
founded by Mason in 1911.
Contesting the widespread notions that COGIC congregants
have been essentially "othenvorldly" in their spiritual orientation
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol86/iss2/1
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(5, 66), Butler's insightful work rescues from obscurity "church
mothers" who have made a difference both within and without
their denomination. Church mothers filled multiple roles, subversively linking ordained illiterate preachers with literate female
followers who sometimes challenged the pastor's authority, while
passionately championing the causes of morality, education, and
economic advancement. Such traditional and non-traditional
tasks empowered devoted women to engage the "broader issues of
African American religion and life" (5). COGIC's sanctified mothers charted complimentary yet divergent paths. While Lizzie
Woods Robinson (formerly Elizabeth Isabelle Smith), an Arkansas
native and the first church mother, sought to construct an "interior world" that opposed modernity, Lillian Brooks Coffey, a
Tennessean and the second leader of COGIC's Women's
Department, established the denomination's first church in
Chicago, Illinois, and worked to build an "exterior world" (4) by
maintaining sanctified practices while touching the social world of
African Americans.
The story of COGIC's Women Department, however, encompasses more than black women; white women also made noteworthy contributions. Joanna Moore, a white Pennsylvania native and
a former Presbyterian-turned-Baptist missionary to Mississippi
before joining Pentecostalism, launched "Bible Bands" to teach
simultaneously literacy and the Bible. Moore's monthly paper
Hope, established in 1885, focused on the concerns and interests of
African American women in the South. Her journal and the Bible
Band Movement provided black women with leadership posts.
"Connecting scripture, service, and community and had the effect
of empowering women like Robinson outside of the established
educational and club networks, creating a women's leadership role
that did not require a formal education" (23-24).
COGIC's Women's Department functioned differently than
other women-led African American organizations. Unlike Ida B.
Wells, Mary McLeod Bethune, and Mary Church Terrell who built
organizations that relied on a religious base, the Bible Band
Movement often provided black women instruction, organization,
and independence apart from a local pastor. While such groups as
the National Baptist Women's Convention operated under the auspices of men, COGIC's organization for women functioned primarily under the women's oversight. In addition to supervising
their own department, many black women in COGIC were ardent
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church planters. By canvassing streets and preaching under tents,
these courageous black sisters often exposed themselves to danger.
Lucinda Bostick, among many others, collaborated with her husband Daniel to establish COGIC congregations in St. Louis,
Missouri. After "digging out'' a church, these zealous women sent
letters back to Memphis, Tennessee, soliciting a male pastor (51).
Butler describes COGIC's Women's Department as a "denomination within a denomination, one that was made up entirely of
women who were subject to the rules and doctrines of COGIC yet
who dominated their own affairs with strength and tenacity" (53).
The most salient theme in Butler's useful book is "sanctification." Black women in the COGIC endeavored to build a "sanctified world." But this world was both complex and complicated.
Although Charles H. Mason held up tongues speaking as the proof
of sanctification, his associate Charles P. Jones later rejected that
notion and organized a new church, Church of Christ, Holiness.
Notwithstanding these divergent views, sanctification meant the
Holy Spirit had cleansed a person's life from sin; but it also meant
abstinence from tobacco, alcohol, smoking, illicit sex, and immodest attire. Church mothers modeled sanctification in Bible study,
fasting, and praying before other females within and without their
congregations.
Butler further contends that education furnished COGIC
women connections to the broader world. The Saints Industrial
School, founded in Lexington, Mississippi, in 1918, instructed children in arithmetic, reading, and writing, but it also encouraged
them to lead the sanctified life. The traveling of the school's
Jubilee Harmonizers and the impassioned speeches of Arenia
Mallory captured the attention of Ida L. Jackson, a leader of Alpha
Kappa Alpha (AKA), the oldest black sorority. Jackson and her
AKA sisters lifted the school to new height. by designing classes to
train students for social events, addressing health needs in the
Mississippi Delta, and urging affluent COGIC members to enroll
their children in Saints Industrial School. Moreover, Mallory
became a friend of Mary McLeod Bethune, a black woman with
"White House connections " (121). This relationship paved the
way for the Jubilee Harmonizers to sing before President Franklin
D. Roosevelt and his wife Eleanor in 1937.
Butler's book is an indispensable read for those wishing to
understand the exceptional contributions black women have made
to the largest black Pentecostal denomination in the United States.
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol86/iss2/1
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Professors of African American Church History or American
Church History will find this well-written and closely argued volume a profitable work for their students. Additionally, this book
clearly establishes Butler as a leading authority on African
American women in COGIC in particular and on the denomination's history in general.
Edward J. Robinson

Abikne Christian University

From Rights to Economics: The Ongoing Struggle fm Black Equality in
the U.S. South. By Timothy J. Minchin. (Gainesville: University
of Florida Press, 2007. Pp. xii, 211. Acknowledgments,
Introduction, Notes, Bibliography, Index. $39.95 cloth).
In From Rights to Economics, accomplished historian of southern
labor Timothy Minchin takes on what he sees as a discrepancy in
the prevailing understanding of Civil Rights history, that after the
late 1960s most of the work of the movement had been completed
and that civil rights activism experienced a sharp decline in both
relevance and effectiveness. For Minchin, the notion that civil
rights activism suddenly dissipated after the Civil Rights Act of
1964, the securing of voting rights in most of the South, and the
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. discounts the vast deficiencies in racial justice that remained and the important work
conducted by grassroots activists to address specific and systematic
economic issues. While national organizations did experience fragmentation and contraction, Minchin asserts that many scholars,
including authors of the standard histories of the era such as Fred
Powledge and Juan Williams, have chosen to concentrate on
efforts to achieve national legislation and the most remarkable
public demonstrations, culminating with the Selma march of 1965,
in order to emphasize the civil rights movement's great successes.
However, as Minchin states, it is important to understand, "that in
most of the South the passage of civil rights laws only marked the
start of the fight for racial justice. (2)" Local struggles continued,
particularly in regards to equal access to better and more secure
employment, and egregious examples of discrimination persisted
into the late 1980s in the primary southern industries, paper and
textile manufacturing. Despite the eventual victories of Title VII litigation and the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission
(EEOC), macroeconomic factors-the
recession of the 1970s,
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soaring energy prices, and the overall decline of the industrial sector-just as southern blacks began to secure gainful positions, limited the effects of civil rights activism and federal initiatives such as
affirmative action on the real economic standing of much of Black
America
Minchin opens by summarizing landmark events since 1965
largely overlooked in civil rights historiography, including violent,
sometimes deadly, racial conflicts in several southern cities, such as
Augusta, Georgia, and Wilmington, Virginia, and numerous large,
though little known marches and demonstrations. Minchin then
examines the collaboration between local black activists and the
NAACP Legal Defense Fund to integrate southern industry by
legally challenging companies, unions, or both. The book unfolds
into a series of case studies illustrating how local activists had to
mobilize and attempt bold new strategies to substantive changes.
Resurrecting some engaging and heretofore forgotten episodes,
Minchin draws on oral histories from both well-known and obscure
leaders, activists, and victims, as well as numerous written records
including an array of labor archives, newspapers from throughout
the South, and the files of the long- neglected Southern Regional
Council (SRC).
Building on the recent the case-studies of Emilye Crosby,
Christine Greene, Timothy Tyson and others, Minchin seeks to
showcase the "wide range of activism that occurred in the years
immediately after 1965" (4), placing his work within the current
efforts to expand the timeline of the Civil Rights Era. Minchin's
investigation helps establish that rather than dissolve after 1965,
the Civil Rights Movement underwent a reorientation towards economic issues in order to secure concrete, lasting changes to how
southern blacks actually lived and worked. In addition to the
efforts of unknown grassroots activists and union members,
Minchin also examines the ongoing work of high-profile civil
rights leaders such as former Congress of Economic Equality
(CORE) president, Floyd McCormick. Minchin devotes a chapter
to McCormick's ambitious and controversial attempt to establish a
new civic enterprise, Soul City, in one of the most economically
disadvantaged and poorly educated regions of North Carolina.
Minchin includes three detailed case studies describing the
persistent employment discrimination in three southern industrial
towns, Roanoke Rapids, North Carolina, St. Marys, Georgia, and
Port St. Joe, Florida. While the recalcitrance of Southern compahttps://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol86/iss2/1
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nies may be expected, especially revealing is Minchin's account of
the similar pattern of resistant local white labor leaders' use of the
union, often in defiance of national directives, to limit black access
to traditionally white jobs. For students of Florida history,
Minchin's discussion of the St. Joe Company is very beneficial,
since despite the paper industry's significance in the post-World
War I1 economy of rural Florida's towns, the social and labor history of these towns and the industry in the state has still received
"little attention" (167). The company dominated small and rigidly
segregated Port St. Joe, and reflected the "intransigence and idiosyncrasy* of its owner, Ed Ball, in resisting all civil rights laws (169).
The charges brought under Title VII against the company, first
filed with the EEOC in 1970, were not settled until 1988, and the
lawsuit based on the charges, Winfield v. St. Joe Paper Company, was
not ultimately resolved un ti1 1997.
To end the book, Minchin discusses the efforts of white AFLCIO union members to resist school busing in Louisville, employing their unions' prominence and resources to take leadership
roles in what became one of the most virulent and visible community reactions against the forced integration of public schools during the 1970s. These efforts created divisions between white and
black union members, and demonstrates, through vehement public outcry, demonstrations, and overwhelming support in the white
community, the depths of racial fracturing in what was considered
by liberal America to be one of the most progressive cities in the
South.
The organization of Minchin's book as a series of topical essays
grouped around the expansive issue of civil rights activism's shift
towards achieving economic equality after 1965 is problematic,
resulting in a certain degree of redundancy as phrases are restated
frequently in separate chapters, with only limited efforts at comparative discussion. The snapshots of various locations and timeframes Minchin employs in each chapter provide rich detail and a
wealth of individual voices from throughout the South-effectively placing personal circumstanceswithin the broader context of an
incomplete and ongoing struggle for equality. But the patchwork
quality of the book's narrative is accentuated by the lack of a conclusion to tie together the many narrative strands gleaned from
areas as geographically and socially disparate as the sparsely populated, pine-covered panhandle of Florida and the dynamically
evolving urban center of Louisville, Kentucky.
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Minchin's thoroughly researched, though brief, work does not
intend to tell the entire history of grassroots activism after King or
even of the determined campaigns to integrate 'the industrial
South. Despite its limited scope, the work successfully sheds light
on both the unique strategies activists used to expand black economic opportunity, such as McCormick's Soul City, as well as significant, however overlooked, episodes in the ongoing Civil Rights
Era. Title VII cases such as Sledge v.J P. Stevens were integral in making the legislative achievements acclaimed in the consensus history
of the era more tangible, and the compete history of landmark
events such as the Louisville bus boycott and southern riots during
the 1970s is still yet to be written, gaps Minchin highlights for students and scholars seeking a better understanding of the pivotal
period of American history, which is, after all, still unfolding.
Joshua Youngblood

Florida State University

Florida's Highwaymen Legendary Landscapes. By Bob Beatty .
(Orlando: Historical Society of Central Florida, 2005.
Acknowledgements, Illustrations, Plates, Endnotes, index.
read Pp. 128. $29.95 cloth)
Harold Newton: The Om'ginal Highwayman. By Gary Monroe.
(Gainesville: University Press
of Florida,
2007.
Acknowledgments, illustrations, plates. Pp. 160. $34.95 cloth.)
The two books under review here treat the topic of Florida's
Highwaymen, twenty-six black painters who produced and sold
many thousands of vivid, often idealized, paintings of Florida's
unique natural environment from the mid-1950s into the early
1990s. These books and the narrative information contained within represent more than the story of gifted, self-taught artists who, to
escape the drudgery and unyielding demands of agricultural work,
turned to painting as a source of livelihood, producing in rapid
fashion an estimated tens of thousands of landscape portraits.
The two works, the bulk of which are devoted to plates presenting many of the most important paintings of the Highwaymen,
also examine many seminal topics pertinent to the Florida of yesteryear. Segregation and discrimination characterized race relations in Florida into the 1960s, and these forces helped to create
the highwaymen; the roads these painters traveled to sell their
painting were vibrant and important a half century ago, but they
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol86/iss2/1

124

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 86, Number 2

were eclipsed soon after by the superhighways crisscrossing the
state. Today's Florida, a megastate of 18 million persons, was, at
the beginning of the Highwaymen odyssey, in the early stages of an
explosive growth that continues thru the present. Less development meant more of the natural environment, which fed the
Highwaymen and their broad clientele
Like the "Barefoot Mailman" and the "Robber Barons," the
group's name appeared much later. In 1995,Jim Fitch, a onetime
curator of the Museum of Florida Art and Culture at South Florida
Community College, bestowed the moniker on these painters
whose ranks included just one woman. By then, their paintings
were in the possession of persons in many parts of Florida and elsewhere, and the value of their works had risen sharply.
The original Highwayman was Harold Newton, who hailed
from Gifford, a black community near Fort Pierce where many of
the others also lived. Newton was influenced and inspired in his
landscape painting by A.E. "Bean" Backus, a regionalist painter
from Fort Pierce, who unselfishly shared his expertise with him
and other Highwaymen. After observing Backus at work, Newton,
in 1954, taught himself to paint. His early work was completed on
Upson, a thick, inexpensive cardboard used for interior construction. He framed the paintings, which measured 24 inches by 36
inches, in crown molding. Later Newton painted on canvas and
Masonite. Newton explored Florida's luminous light in nearly all
of his paintings. His subject matter included the Sunshine State's
pristine Atlantic shoreline, as well as interior waterways often
flanked by Coconut Palm or Royal Poinciana trees. Other subjects
included black residents of tiny east Florida villages and the state's
flora and fauna in their natural state.
Newton took his paintings on the road in 1954, selling door to
door, along the roadside, and by car to professionals, businessmen,
and other interested parties as far north as Georgia. Initially, a
Newton painting fetched $10. In time, he painted thousands of
pictures of a Florida that was changing before his eyes, while the
price of his works rose sharply. Gary Monroe maintains, in Harold
Nmton, The Original Highwayman, that Newton's followers, as well
as those of the other Highwaymen, "wanted art that looked like
their surroundings and even a little idealized."
Harold Newton influenced many other future Highwaymen,
including Alfred Hair, a charismatic painter who also painted in
Backus's studio. In the estimation of Bob Beatty in Florida's
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Highway, Hair was the "galvanizing"force behind the Highwaymen
because he gathered these fledgling artists around him in Fort
Pierce and taught them to paint. Their subjects were similar to
those of Newton.
The prolific Hair would often finish as many as forty paintings
in a day. Gary Monroe observed that Hair and his followers, in a
great hurry to make money, "sold their paintings before the oils
had time to dry." In the halcyon 1960s, their works were selling for
$25.00 to $35.00 per painting.
Like Newton, the other
Highwaymen took to the road, but they traveled primarily south of
Fort Pierce in quest of sales.
Hair was a homicide victim in 1970, and in the aftermath of
the tragedy, the bonds between the members of the group loosened, while demand for their paintings fell. The movement was
over by the 1980s, although a few paintings were produced at the
beginning of the following decade. The changes that drastically
transformed the Sunshine State since the heyday of the
Highwaymen led, however, to a revival of interest in their works
and a strong demand for them in the past decade; consequently,
the prices for their paintings has skyrocketed.
These two books illuminate in a straight forward manner what
had represented heretofore a little known element of Floridiana.
They have opened a window to a Florida that has vanished so
quickly that most of the state's contemporary residents are not
only unaware of these important artists, but they also possess only
a sketchy idea of the unique natural environment of yesterday's
Florida. These books should be studied and understood in conjunction with historian Gary Mormino's masterful Land ofsunshine
State of Dreams, A Social Histoly of M o d a Florida when attempting to
divine what has happened to Florida in the past fifty years due to
our maddening rush to develop it.
Paul S. George

Historical Museum of S o u t h m Florida
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Book Notes
YesteryearI Lived in Paradise: The Stoty of Caladesi Island. by Myrtle
Scharrer Betz. (Tampa, FL: University of Tampa Press, 200'7.
Acknowledgments, About the Book, Timeline, Birds Seen On
or Around Caladesi Island, maps, photographs, drawings. Pp.
191. $30 cloth; $20 paper.)
University of Tampa Press has republished Myrtle Scharrer
Betz's engaging remembrance of life on the unspoiled Caladesi
Island in the first half of the twentieth century. As in pervious editions (1984, 1991), the new and expanded version allows Myrtle
Scharrer Betz's stoic perseverance and love of the natural world to
carry the text. Images, maps and appendices that account for the
claim of "new and expanded version" never interfere with Myrtle's
narrative of pioneer life.
At the heart of the story is Myrtle's relationship with her father
and with the island's animal and plant life. Born in 1895 under
difficult circumstances, Myrtle came of age under the loving eye of
her father and accepted the responsibilities of household management at an early age, following the death of her mother. From
cooking, cleaning, and gardening to rowing across the sound to
attend school, nothing in her life was easy. Her immigrant father
often faced the prejudices of his neighbors, who viewed him as a
foreigner even after years of living and working in Florida. Both
father and daughter faced their life of toil with practical determination and stout hearts, attributes that have lost favor in modern
times. It is particularly interesting to read her descriptions of her
55-year marriage to Herman Betz. Like everything else in her life,
she approached marriage with little evidence of romanticism and
she readily admitted the differences between the two partners. "If
any marriage was ever meant to go on the rocks this one surely
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was," she states, and the difference between the two "was like day
and night" (115). With few marital examples to emulate, Myrtle
Scharrer Betz embarked on the role of wife, and later mother, with
quiet determination.
The expanded text provides the reader with a greater sense of
Myrtle's interaction with nature, particularly her love of birds. The
island's birdlife provided the initial attraction for her father, and
Myrtle was a keen observer of the myriad species that nested there.
A seventeen-year checklist of birds spotted on the island includes
158 separate observations. A lifetime member of the Audubon
Society, Myrtle began banding birds for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service in 1920. She wrote several articles for Auk magazine. Her
narrative suggests an intense sense of loss whenever life took her
away from Caladesi Island.
Although Myrtle makes it clear that life on the island could be
isolating and lonely, she interacted with people from across the
nation as tourists visited the island to enjoy the flora and fauna. The
many photographs scattered throughout the text depict sunny days
in the company of island visitors. She and her father kept abreast of
national and world news through their subscription to the Atlanta
Constitution and their battery-powered radio. As she discusses World
War I and the Great Depression as well as the various storms and
hurricanes that battered the island, you have the impression that life
was solitary but not entirely removed from the world.
Myrtle Scharrer Betz's narrative will provide readers with
hours of enjoyment. She was an enchanting storyteller, and the
accompanying photographs are well-chosen to enhance the tale.

Designing fm Good Lqe: N~mmanM. Giller & The Deuelopment of
Miami Modernism. by Norman M. Giller & Sarah Giller
Nelson. (Gainesville, FL: University Press of Florida, 2007.
Foreword, acknowledgments, introduction, epilogue, notes,
bibliography, index, photographs, and architectural drawings.
Pp.vi-162. 39.92 cloth.)
Co-authored by Miami Modernism's widely-recognized
"Godfather," Norman G. Giller and his Miami-born art and architectural historian granddaughter, Sarah Giller Nelson, Designing
the Good Life is an insider's chronicle of the movement's evolution.
Lavishly illustrated with contemporary and vintage photographs
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol86/iss2/1
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and architectural drawings, the book provides clear descriptions of
the technologies, architectural elements, materials, and shapes
that characterized MiMo. The second part of the book provides
details about twenty-three structures ranging from military housing to Ocean Palm Motel, North Shore Community Center, and
In terArnerican National Bank.
Although the term MiMo was not a term used by practicing
architects, its characteristic style spanned the era from the decline
of Art Deco to the 1970s. As Eric P. Nash noted in the Fonvord,
"Giller's work is distinguished by a zestful use of applied symbolism
to rigourous Modernist construction" (vi). In the day when the
automobile strongly influenced South Florida life, his designs had
"curb appeal" (vi). Describing MiMo as a "confluence of trends in
transportation, lifestyle, even the bright and plentiful packaging of
consumer goods," Nash invites the reader to see the optimism in
Giller's work and enjoy the playfulness of the Florida sunshine that
characterizes MiMo.
Readers will find the discussion on military housing particularly interesting as Giller integrates legislative mandates with Cold
War military needs, postwar housing shortages, and demands for
on-base family housing. Constructing housing for Air Force bases
at Homestead in Miami and Patrick at Cape Canaveral as well as
the U.S. Naval Air Station in Key West, Giller used contemporary
style in his house designs to convey optimism in the nation's
future. Utilizing the most up-to-day technology, the houses were
spacious and informal in their design. Light and airy, the houses
extended the living space into the outdoors through the use of
screened porches and plate-glass windows. The relaxed, suburban
designs were incorporated into neighborhoods of wide, curvilinear
streets and cul-de-sacs familiar to today's homebuyers.
Giller also designed structures for the tourist industry. Like
his home designs, his hotels and motels are recognizable as icons
of the era: the Carillon Hotel in Miami Beach, the Diplomat Hotel
and Country Club in Hollywood, Florida, and the now demolished
Singapore Hotel in Bal Harbor are described in detail. Giller
explains his designs by noting that they were intended "to reflect
and respond to the area's sensational natural environment" and
were "influenced as much by what surrounded a structure as by
what needed to be placed within it" (146).
Readers will enjoy this book both for its lavish illustrations and
easy-to- understand descriptions and prose. Without becoming
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sidetracked, the authors place the designs within the context of
architectural changes and the social and political times in which
the structures were erected. Designing the Good Life is a book you
will pick and enjoy again and again.

Florida% mird LXdrict Court of Appeal: BalancingJu&*ce, 50 Years,
1957-2007. By Kathleen M. O'Connor and Edward G. Guedes,
eds. (Miami, FL: Centennial Press, Pp. vii, 186. Forward,
acknowledgments, contributors, endnotes, index, photographs. $49.95 cloth.)
In the mid-twentieth century, in response to rapid population
growth, Florida voters amended the state constitution to allow the
creation of three new appellate courts to handle the expanded
caseload. The newly created Third District Court of Appeal was
located in Dade County, with jurisdiction over Dade and Monroe
counties. Governor LeRoy Collins appointed Charles A. Carroll,
Mallory H. Horton, and Tillman Pearson to preside over the first
Court, which opened on July 1, 1957, in a classroom of the
University of Miami School of Law. Fifty years later the Third
District Court can reflect on a half century of service that witnessed
a number of milestones in the state's legal and social history.
In the 1960s, the Court expanded from three to five judges,
addingjudges Thomas H. Barkdull,Jr. and Norman Hendry. Over
the first two decades, caseloads expanded as the U.S. Supreme
Court decision in Gideon v. Wainwright held that indigent persons
charged with a crime were entitled to a court-appointed attorney;
as personal injury and wrongful death suits became more common; and as more product liability actions and medical malpractice suits were filed. By 1977, the Third District Court's caseload
had tripled to 2,384 new filings per year. In July 1976, the Court
and its 36 staff members moved into a new courthouse on
Southwest 117thAvenue.
The 1980s witnessed a number of historic changes in the
Court. In that year, Governor Bob Graham appointed three additional judges to the Court: Judge Natalie Baskin, the first female
judge; Judge Wilkie D. Ferguson, the Court's first African
Americanjudge; and Judge Daniel Pearson. In 1981, the state legislature approved a ninth seat and Judge James Jorgenson was
appointed to the bench. The 1980s was a time of social turmoil in
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol86/iss2/1
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South Florida, that included the Liberty City Riots and the Marie1
Boatlift-and observers wondered aloud if South Florida was a
"Paradise Lost."
By 1990, the Court had swelled to nine members, with Judge
Mario P. Goderich becoming the first Cuban-born judge on the
Third District Court. During the 1990s, the Court heard a number
of important appeals, including the manslaughter conviction of
William Lozano (reversed);Jennings v. Dade County (zoning hearings); and a ruling that Hispanics could not be excluded from
juries.
At the dawn of the twenty-first century, the Court formally dedicated the Thomas H. Barkdull, Jr. District Courthouse and
opened a new chapter of Court history. Availing the Court of new
technology, the Third District website was linked to the Florida
Supreme Court and other district courts to provide information to
members of the court and the public. The Court's docket was
made available on the website in 2004. By 2005, the eleven-member Court reflected the diversity of the region, with three women
(one African American), three Cuban-Americans, and five nonHispanic white men.
In addition to a general history of the Court, the book offers
short biographical sketches of individualjudges, a brief history of
the Florida district judicial system, and personal memories by
judges, appellate practioners, and law clerks. The result is a blend
of history, information about how the appellate system works, and
remembrances.. Celebratory and intended for a limited audience,
the book will draw general readers with interests in South Florida
and legal history as well.
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End Notes
CALL FOR PAPERS
ANNUAL MEETING, FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MAY 2426,2008
The Florida Historical Society has issued a call for papers for
its 2008 Annual Meeting to be held May 22-24. The theme of the
meeting is "Florida and the Environment: From La Florida to
Global Warming" and will explore the intersection of history and
the environment from the pre-Columbian era to the present.
Proposals for individual papers, panels and roundtable discussions
are invited in all areas, including Native American community and
land use patterns; agro-environmentalism and agribusiness; immigration, gender and the environment; the environment in art and
literature; religion and nature; technology and land use; racial
construction of the natural world; tourism and popular culture;
preservation and development; and environmental policy.
Proposals for papers and panels for topics that fall outside the
theme of environmental history are welcome.
Scholars willing to serve as moderators/discussants should
email the program committee chair to indicate their interest.
Proposals for individual papers should include a presentation title,
a 150-word abstract and a one-page vita. Proposals for panels
should include a 150-word abstract and one-page vita for each
panel member plus a session title, a 150-word abstract of the panel
and a suggested moderator/discussant. Proposals may be submitted by email as an MSWord attachment to (clester@mail.ucf.edu)
or may be sent as a paper copy to Dr. Connie L. Lester, Department of History, CNH 551, University of Central Florida, Orlando,
FL 328161350. Deadline for proposal submissions is January 31,
2008.
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Annual meeting site is the Holiday Inn Lakewood Ranch, 6231
Lake Osprey Drive, Sarasota, I
X 34240. Room costs are $119.00
per room, single or double.

HERMAN AND CELIA CHAPIN AWARD
Nick and Debra Wynne announce the establishment of the
Herman and Celia Chapin Award. The award will consist of one
annual grant of $250 to help defray the costs of attending the
Annual Meeting of the Florida Historical Society for a graduate
student who is presenting a paper or participating in a session of
the conference.
The award is named in honor of the late Herman and Celia
Chapin, who, although natives of Michigan, were strong financial
supporters of the Florida Historical Society during their lifetimes.
They were the parents of Society archivist Debra Chapin Wynne.
Herman Chapin was a businessman who sold his record business in the mid-1960s and returned to Wayne State University to
earn a graduate degree. He became a professor of humanities at
Macomb Community College in Warrenton, Michigan, where he
taught until his late seventies.
Celia Chapin was a public school educator and civic leader in
the Detroit area until the Chapins retired to Florida.
Both Celia and Herman Chapin devoted their lives to students
and the advancement of higher education. They were especially
interested in providing opportunities for students to become
involved in professional activities before entering the work force.
This award in their honor is designed to help alleviate the unusual expenses associated with participation in the Annual Meeting.
The first award will be granted for the 2008 Annual Meeting.
Applicants who have a letter of acceptance for a paper/session at
the Annual Meeting should submit a letter of application with the
endorsement of the student's academic advisor to the Program
Chair, Annual Meeting Committee. The letter should be
addressed to Chapin Award, Florida Historical Society, 435
Brevard Avenue, Cocoa, FL 32922.
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COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS FOR THE
2008 ANNUAL MEETING
FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Florida Historical Society President Jose Fernandez has
announced the following appointments for the 2008 Annual
Meeting:
Program Committee:
Connie L. Lester, chair; Ron Cooper, James Cuisick
Rembert Patrick Book Award (Academic Book):
Robert E. Snyder, chair; Benjamin Broternarkle,
Tom McFarland
Charles Tebeau Book Award (Best General Audience Book) :
Ted Burrows, chair; Chuck McPherson, Leonard Lempel
Patrick D. Smith Award (Best Florida Fiction) :
Celeste DeRoche, chair; Barbara West, Debra Wynne
Governor LeRoy Collins Best Graduate Essay:
Ben Brotemarkle, chair; J. Barton Starr, SamuelJ. Boldrick
Carolyn Mays Brevard Best Undergraduate Essay:
Joe Knetsch, chair; Janie Gould, Robert Gross
James J. Horgan Best Florida Book for Youths:
Patti Bartlett, chair; Amanda Vaughan, Judi Duda

CALL FOR PAPERS
FLORIDA CONFERENCE OF HISTORIANS
47TH ANNUAL MEETING
FEBRUARY 28-MARCH 1,2008
The Florida Conference of Historians has issued a call for
papers for its 47th Annual Meeting, February 28-March 1, 2008.
Proposals for papers and sessions should be submitted by January
7, 2008. All subjects and disciplines with a historical perspective
are welcome. Proposals can be submitted electronically to Jay
Clarke at (jclarke@ju.edu). Selected papers and summaries of
roundtable discussions will be published in the Selected Annual
Proceedings of the Flom'da Conference of Historians, a refereed journal.
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol86/iss2/1
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The conference will be hosted by Jacksonville University and
will be held at the Comfort Inn on the Beach in Jacksonville Beach,
Florida. The banquet speaker for the Friday evening event will be
Dr. James C. Cobb, B. Phinizy Spalding Distinguished Professor of
History at the University of Georgia. A past president of the
Southern Historical Association, Dr. Cobb is the author of several
books including The Selling of the South: The S o u t h a Crusade folIndustrial Developmat, 1936-1990 (1993), The Most Southern Place on
Earth: The Mississippi Delta and the Roots of Regional Identity (1992);
Gempa Odessqr (1997); and Away Down South: A Histoly of Southern
Identity (2005).

Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings Stamp

~wrrvrrrrwrrvvrvrrwvq
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02007 USPS Used with permission. AU rights reserved.

With this 24th stamp in the Literary Arts series, the U.S. Postal
Service commemorates author Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings (1896
1953). Best known for her novel The Yearlingand her memoir Cross
Creek, Rawlings is remembered for a series of short stories, novels,
and works of nonfiction about life in the Florida backwoods.
In the foreground of the stamp art is a portrait of Marjorie
Kinnan Rawlings by Michael J. Deas based on an undated photograph. The background depicts a fawn at a watering hole in the
Florida scrub country. The rows of spots on the fawn, which are
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consistent with descriptions in The Yearling, indicate that the fawn
is a young male.
Born on August 8, 1896, in Washington, D. C., Marjorie
Kinnan completed a degree in English at the University of
Wisconsin in 1918. Afterwards she lived for a year in New York
City, where she worked for a YWCA magazine and newsletter. In
May 1919, she married Charles Rawlings, who had been her classmate and her fellow writer on the university literary magazine.
They lived in Louisville, Kentucky, and then Rochester, New York,
where Marjorie wrote features for local newspapers.
Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings first encountered the people and
landscapes of the Florida scrub country in 1928, when she and her
husband vacationed there while visiting his brothers. Later that
year, Marjorie and Charles Rawlings purchased more than 70 acres
of property in the small town of Cross Creek, Florida. Their homestead included an eight-room farmhouse, a tenant house, a barn,
and hundreds of fruit trees. Charles Rawlings left Cross Creek
after he and Marjorie divorced in 1933, but she continued to live
at the farmstead.
Inspired by the culture of her rural neighbors, Marjorie
Kinnan Rawlings submitted a collection of fictionalized anecdotes
to Scribner's magazine. They were published under the title
"Cracker Chidlings: Real Tales from the Florida Interior" in the
February 1931 issue. The piece was the first of more than 40 short
works of fiction and nonfiction she wrote for magazines such as
Scribnerk, Ha~er's7
The Saturday Evening Post, Collier's and The New
Ymker. "Cracker Chidlings" also began the work that occupied
Rawlings for the rest of her life: documenting the culture and folkways of rural Florida.
After publishing her first two novels-South Moon Under in
1933 and Golden AflZes in 1935-Rawlings achieved major success
with The Yearling. Published in 1938, The Yearling tells the story of
12-year-oldJody Baxter, who lives with his parents in the Florida
backwoods. When a rattlesnake bite prompts his father to shoot
and kill a doe to save his own life, Jody adopts the doe's fawn as a
pet. The rambunctious fawn soon causes trouble at the farmstead,
forcing the Baxters to make a difficult decision during uncertain
times.
Published to rave reviews, The Yearling sold 240,000 copies during itsfirst year in print and was awarded the Pulitzer Prize in 1939.
The New York Herald Tribune compared the book's protagonist,
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol86/iss2/1
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Jody Baxter to Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn, and a Time magazine reviewer wrote that The Yearling stood "a good chance, when
adults have finished with it, of finding a permanent place in adolescent libraries."
Cross Creek, Rawlings' memoir about her neighbors and their
lives, was published in 1942. Time magazine praised the book as a
"reminiscent, unhurried, humorous account of how she discovered and took possession of a new United States literary landscape." The New York Times wrote that Rawlings "catches the
community of land and people ...in the strength and mirth and
loveliness of her book."
Because of the popularity of Cross Creek, Rawlings took the suggestion of readers and created an entire book on local cuisine. In
1942, Scribner'spublished Cross Creek Cookery, which consisted of
recipes interspersed with Rawlings' commentary and anecdotes.
Rawlings' novel The Sojournerwas published in 1953; the book,
which told the story of sixty years in the life of a farmer, was noted
for its focus on loss, loneliness, and human relationships as well as
for its Biblical echoes. Another novel, The Secret River, was published posthumously in 1955, one year before the anthology The
M a w e Rawlings Reader.
Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings died of a cerebral hemorrhage in
December 1953 at the age of 57.
Today the Cross Creek farmhouse where Rawlings lived and
wrote is the centerpiece of the Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings State
Historic Site. In September 2006, the house and farmyard were
designated a National Historic Landmark, and the house is listed
on the National Register of Historic Places.

ORANGE COUNTY REGIONAL HISTORY CENTER
The Orange County Regional History Center announces the
opening of Orlando Remembered: Orlando A-Z, which will run
from Se:ptember 2007 through September 2008. Orlando
Remembered is an annually changing exhibition, sponsored by
the Edyth Bush Charitable Foundation that brings the region's
past to life through artifacts from the Historical Society of Central
Florida collections.
Orlando A-Z uses the letters of the alphabet to highlight some
of Orlando's most interesting and memorable people, places, and
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things. The new exhibition recounts how the City of Orlando
came to be and grew into the city we know today, highlighting significant moments, from the building of a downtown courthouse to
the opening of Walt Disney World.
This new exhibition is an alphabetical retrospective of life in
Orlando before the theme parks, from 1842 through 1971. For
each letter of the alphabet, Orlando A-Z features one story that is
unique to Central Florida, including Gary's Duck Inn, Tvey's
Department Store, Lock Haven Park, The Orlando Newsboys
Band, and the Vogue Hat Shop.
The Orange County Regional History Center, housed in a
restored historic five-story 1927 courthouse in downtown Orlando,
showcases the vast collections of the Historical society of Central
Florida, Inc. and features three floors of permanent exhibitions
that take visitors on a journey through the region's fascinating
transition form Indian settlement to small town surrounded by citrus groves and cattle ranches to today's tourist-centric community.
The museum presents nationally important, limited-run exhibitions, bringing unique aspects of our nation's history to life in the
heart of Central Florida. The museum is accredited by the
American Association of Museums and is an Affiliate of the
Smithsonian Institution.
The Orange County History Museum is located at 65 East
Central Boulevard in downtown Orlando. For operating hours
and admission pricing information, visit (http://www.thehistorycenter .org) or call (407) 836-8500.

WOLF'SONIAN-FIU FEXLOWSHIP PROGRAM
The Wolfsonian-Florida International University is a museum
and research center that promotes the examination of modern
visual and material culture. The focus of the Wolfsonian collection is on North American and European decorative arts, propaganda, architecture, and industrial and graphic design of the
period 1885-1945. The Wolfsonian library has approximately
50,000 rare books, periodicals, and ephemeral items, as well as
standard reference materials.
The Wolfsonian's collections includes a great many images of
industrial workers in fine art, posters, and publications. Particular
strengths included depictions of labor in American New Deal mural
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol86/iss2/1

138

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 86, Number 2

studies; in prints, paintings, and illustrations by American artists
with leftist political views, such as Hugo Gellert and Rockwell Kent;
in political propaganda of the European left and right, including
images celebrating the industrial achievements of Fascist Italy, Nazi
Germany, and the Soviet Union; and in propaganda produced by
combatant countries in the First and Second World Wars.
Fellowships are intended to support full-time research, generally for a period of three to five weeks. The program is open to
holders of master's or doctoral degrees, Ph.D. candidates, and to
others who have a significant record of professional achievement
in relevant fields. Applicants are encouraged to discuss their project with the Fellowship Coordinator prior to submission to ensure
the relevance of their proposals to the Wolfsonian's collection.
The application deadline is December 31, for residency during the 2008-2010 academic years.
For information, please contact:
Jonathan Mogul, Fellowship Coordinator/Research Associate
The Wolfsonian-FIU
1001 Washington Avenue
Miami Beach, FL 33139
305-535-2613 (phone)
305-531-2133 (fax)
research@thewolf.fiu.edu
(http://www.wolfsonian.fiu.edu/education/research/index.html)

GUIDELINES FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THE
FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY
The Florida Historical Quarter4 is a peer-refereed journal and
accepts for consideration manuscripts on the history of Florida, its
people, and its historical relationships to the United States, the
Atlantic World, the Caribbean, or Latin America. All submissions
are expected to reflect substantial research, a dedication to writing, and the scholarly rigor demanded of professionally produced
historical work. Work submitted for consideration should not
have been previously published, soon to be published, or under
consideration by another journal or press.
Authors should submit three copies 'of the manuscript to
the Florida Historical Quarterly, Department of History, CNH
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551, University of Central Florida, Orlando, Florida 328161350.
Manuscripts should be typed and double-spaced (excluding
footnotes, block quotes, or tabular matter).
The first page should be headed by the title without the
author's name. Author identification should be avoided throughout the manuscript. On a separate sheet of paper, please provide
the author's name, institutional title or connection, or place of residence, and acknowledgements. Citations should be single-spaced
footnotes, numbered consecutively, and in accordance with the
Chicago Mrznual of Style.
Tables and illustrations should be created on separate pages,
with positions in the manuscript indicated.
In a cover letter, the author should provide contact information that includes phone numbers, fax number, email address, and
mailing address. The author should provide a statement of the
substance and significance of the work and identify anyone who
has already critiqued the manuscript.
Illustrations must meet the following guidelines: pictures
should be 5x7 or 8x10 black and white glossy prints; prints will be
returned after publication. Images may be submitted in EPS or
PDF electronic format at 300 dpi or higher. Xeroxed images cannot be accepted. All illustrations should include full citations and
credit lines. Authors should retain letters of permission from institutions or individuals owning the originals.
Questions regarding submissions should be directed to
Connie L. Lester, editor, at the address above, or by email at
(clester@mail.ucf.edu)or by phone at 407-823-0261.
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From Yellow Dog Democrats
to Red State Republicans
Florida and Its Politics since 1940
David R. Colburn
The rise of Florida as bellwether for the politics
of the South-and the nation!
"In this sweeping overview of modem Florida
politics, Colburn challenges the country's
preconceived notions of the Sunshine State's
political leanings. From Yellow Dog Democrats to
Red State Republicans is the result of a lifetime of
observing and analyzing a once small and rural
state that has transformed itself, in less than
fifty years, into a political powerhouse and
national weathervane."-Reubin O'D. Askew,
Governor of Florida, 1971-1979
Cloth $29.95

Final Countdown

NOW IN PAPERBACK

NASA and the End of the
Space Shuttle Program

Voices of the
Apalachicola

Pat Duggins
Go behind the scenes of
NASA's most visible program.
"Pat Duggins knows of what
he writes. Final Countdown is
a solid read."-Jay Barbree,
NBC's veteran space correspondent and author of the
New York Times bestseller
Moon Shot
Cloth $24.95

Compiled and Edited by
Faith Eidse
"The history of a big river is
much like the water itself.
Travel down it, and you'll
find people and places sure
to surprise and enlighten
you. So it is with Voices of the
Apa1achicola."-Tallahassee
Democrat
Paper $26.00

Paradise Lost?
www.upf .corn
Visit our website for special
deals and great new Florida
History titles or order toll
free 1-800-226-3822.

Discover the World with Florida Books

University Press of Florida
Coinerv~lle.Tolkharree. Tompa. Boca Raton, Penwcolo,
Orlando, M,rm,, Jacksonvrllc. Forf Myers, Serorotrt

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol86/iss2/1

The Environmental History
of Florida
Edited by Jack E. Davis and
Raymond Arsenault
"The environmental history
of the state, detailed in this
important book. . .demands
a more nuanced understanding than simply decrying the
fearful statistics or scary
stories of degraded conditions."-Miami Herald
Paper $24.95
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The Florida Historical Society
The Historical Society of Florida, 1856
The Florida Historical Societ\; successor, 1902
The Florida Historical Society, incorporated, 1905
OFFICERS
Jos@B. Fel-niindez, Pre~idvnt
Robert E. Snyder, I i'cp-YruJidetzt
Robert A.Taylor, Irntnedinte Past Preszcl~nt
DIRECTORS
Benjamin Brotemarkle, Tittlsville
Ted Burrows, Fort Pierce
Harold Card\vell, Daytona Beach
Ron Cooper, Ocala
James G. Cusick, Gainesville
Celeste DeRoche, Vero
Judy Duda, Slavia

Samuel J . Boldrick, Pr~~~dent-Elect
Patricia Bartlett, Secretclry

Janie Gould, IEro Beach
David Jackson, Cocoa
Leonard Lempel, Daytona Beach
Tom McFarland, Merritt Island
Cl~arlesE. McPherson, The Villages
Richard Moorhead, tvinter Park
Richard S. Prescott, Fort Myers
J . Barton Starr, \Vest Palm Beach

PX-oflcio:
David Paterno, Florida Historical Lihrary Foundation
Perry D. M'est, Rossetter House Foundation
STAFF
Debra T. M'ynne, drchi~~i.st
Lewis S . 'CVynne, K X P C Z I Ilirector
~~IIP
Robert R. Gross, ,\l~mbnship Alnnc~gm
Barbara IVest. ,4s,~ocinte1)irector
Amanda Ikughan, Roaettur H o u s ~i t l u . ~ ~ u t n
Dating its origins to St. Augustine in 1856, the Florida Historical Sociehris the
oldest existing cultural organization in Florida and serves as the only statewide historical society The Society is dedicated to the preservation of Florida's past
through the collection, archival maintenance, and publication of historical documents and photographs; to scholarly research and publication through the Flmidn
Historical Qzinl-terb, an<-1a vaiiety of a~vardsfor the researching and publishing of
Florida history; and to public histor?; historic preservation, and youth education
through J o r o n q for
~ thvJzirzior Historian, the Society's annual mecting, alvards recog
n i ~ i n gthe teaching of Florida history, and the Print Shoppe-a book and gift store
offering over five hundred texts in Florida history.
The Society's off~cialheadquarters and the Field Library of' Florida History are
located in Cocoa's historic United States Post Office, built in 1939. The Society's
research libran houses over eight hundred rare maps, six thousand volumes of
Floridians, and an extensive collection of documents relating to Florida hirtol?. and
genealog, Further information about the Florida Historical Societ! may be found
on the internet at (http://w\~v.florida-historical-soc.org).

Published by STARS, 2007

143

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 86 [2007], No. 2, Art. 1

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol86/iss2/1

144

